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Dedicated 
la  Loving  Memory 

To  My  l-othcr 

itarthe  Adelaide  Archer  Calif f 

Whose  ever’/  livirrr  Tcorent 
exemplified  the  virtu a-s, 
of  her  pioneer  ancestors. 
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with  the  truths  end  traditions  that  have  survived 
sleeping'  generations,  tmtil  the  joy  and  tears,  the 
quaint  speech  and  the  early  piety 


O  btitu 


Gil  11 T 


tapestry  with  the  semblance  cl'  a  living 


gives  a  pleasure  union  no  or— y 
h.  *n  can  feel  and  understand.  " 


nas  stccc 


u  d 


Charles  Knowles  Bolton. 
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Preface. 

Now  why  all  this  fuss  about  genealogy?  Psychologists  tell  us  that  it 
is  good  for  man  to  have  a  hobby  on  which  to  spend  his  spare  time, 
something  to  study,  something  in  the  pursuit  of  which  he  can  broaden 
his  knowledge  of  the  world  and  its  ways.  Genealogy  is  the  study  of 
human  origins  and  the  ways  of  individuals;  individuals  make  up 
counties  and  states;  states  make  up  nations  and  nations  make  up 
the  world  and  play  an  important  part  in  its  affairs.  Thus,  in  the 
first  or  last  analysis,  the  individual  counts. 

/  One  of  the  chief  pleasures  cf  genealogical  research  is  the  insight 

it  gives  us  into  the  motives,  the  customs,  the  daily  manner  of  life 
of  people  who  lived  in  a  different  epoch.  However,  close  as  our  Colonial 
ancestors  are  to  us  in  generation  sequence,  and  though  removed  but  two 
or  three  centuries  in  time,  they  lived  in  a  different  world  from  our  own. 
And  all  in  all,  we  connot  escape  the  fact  that  our  ancestors  were  human 
beings,  not  merely  names  which  have  survived  in  musty  old  records. 

They  lived  and  breathed,  had  their  joys  and  sorrows,  their  trials  and 
tribulations,  their  work  and  play,  however  different  these  may  have  been 
from  ours.  Moreover,  we  will  find  that  they,  obscurely  or  prominently, 
took  their  parts  in  the  affairs  of  their  times  and  contributed  in  some 
way  to  the  development  of  civilization.  By  learning  more  about  them 
and  their  times,  we  will  be. the  wiser  in  knowing  "how  we  got  that  way." 

The  author  has  endeavored  to  avoid  long  and  tedious  treatment  of 
various  phases  in  the  lives  of  our  ancestors,  but  in  some  instances  it 
has  been  necessary  to  go  into  what  may  seem  to  be  uninteresting  details. 
An  apology  may  also  be  due  for  the  amount  of  detail  relative  to  historic 
events,  customs  of  the  times  and  conditions  under  which  our  forebears 
lived.  In  explanation,  the  author  has  endeavored  to  v/eave  into  the 
history  of  our  ancestors  facts  not  only  of  a  general  informative  nature, 
but  such  that  will  break  the  otherwise  dull  monotony  of  statistical  facts 
relative  to  births,  marriages,  deaths,  etc.  Please  bear  in  mind  it  is 
not  the  purpose  of  this  family  history  to  submit  in  an  interesting  form 
only  those  items  which  will  prove  to  be  entertaining,  but  it  is  essential 
to  incorporate  in  the  record  all  those  salient  facts  to  be  handed  down 
to  future  generations.  We  are  dealing  with  events  in  the  lives  of  human 
beings,  and  as  all  will  admit,  life  is  made  up  of  happiness,  sorrow, 
periods  of  dullness,  broken  by  exciting  events,  to  be  followed  again  by 
uninteresting  events.  Should  the  author  omit  facts  which  are  dull  and 
of  little  interest,  the  history  would  be  incomplete,  and  if  they  are  not 
included  in  the  record,  they  will  be  lost  to  posterity.  A  family  history 
is  of  little  value  unless  it  is  accurate  and  complete  and  deals  truth¬ 
fully  with  the  facts  available. 

It  may  not  be  possible  at  one  reading  to  assimilate  this  history 
in  its  entirety,  but  its  repeated  perusal  will  each  time  establish 
facts  overlooked  before.  Only  proven  facts  were  incorporated  in  the 
genealogy,  not  a  single  instance  occuring  where  a  single  fact  was  left 
to  surmise  or  conjecture,  unless  such  surmise  is  specifically  called 
to  the  attention  of  the  reader.  In  the  study  of  this  family  history  it 
will  happen  many  times  where  the  reader  will  read  over  quickly, 
practically  at  a  glance,  dates  and  statements  which  necessitated  hours 
of  research  through  long  hidden  and  dusty  records  of  another  era. 
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When  the  author  began  the  research  in  connection  with  tracing  his  an¬ 
cestry,  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  method  to  pursue  nor  of  the  diffi¬ 
culties  involved.  Ee,  therefore,  called  to  his  aid  a  number  of 
experienced  genealogists  of  known  and  established  ability.  Each 
searched  the  records  of  his  own  state,  and  one  those  of  the  Library  of 
Congress,  'Washington,  D.C.,  and  their  combined  returns  give  us  a 
continuous  account  of  this  Archer  family  from  1740,  time  of  arrival  in 
America,  to  the  time  of  his  probable  death.  In  addition  we  have  a  summary 
of  the  family  in  earlier  times  -  1060  to  1740.  In  this  research  the  first 
■thing  which  impressed  me  was  the  ease  with  which  family  records  can  be 
traced  in  the  New  England  times  having  to  do  with  the  Plymouth  and 
Massachusetts  Bay  Colonies,  especially  Churches  (?)  has  in  her  archives 
Colonial  records  in  a  state  of  preservation  almost  unbelievable.  In  the 
South,  during  the  war  between  the  states,  when  the  northern  and 
southern  armies  surged  back  and  forth  locked  in  their  fratricidal 
struggle,  vital  records  of  early  American  history  were  lost.  State  capitol 
buildings,  court  houses,  town  halls,  and  ocher  repositories  of  these  in¬ 
valuable  and  irreplaceable  records  were  completely  destroyed.  In  all 
fairness,  it  should  be  here  stated  that  this  mutilated  and  unnecessary 
destruction  is  chargeable  entirely  to  the  northern  armies,  whose  military 
activities  occurred  largely  in  the  southern  states.  It  is  of  historical 
record  that  General  Robert  E.  Lee,  during  his  campaign  in  Pennsylvania 
issued  strict  orders  that  there  should  be  a  minimum  destruction  of 
property.  It  is  deplored  that  the  northern  generals  did  not  do  likewise  in 
the  South.  It  was  a  mere  matter  of  good  fortune  that  our  Archer  ancestors 
lived  in  these  southern  states,  which,  though  over-run  by  opposing  armies, 
their  repositories  of  historical  data  and  vital  statistics  largely  escaped 
the  destruction  so  common  elsewhere. 

The  author  has  brought  this  genealogy  down  only  to  his  own  generation. 
It  is  his  hope  and  wish  that  other  members  of  the  family  will  follow  his 
example  in  promptly  adding  thereto  statistics  relative  to  succeeding 
generations.  In  this  connection,  procrastinating  will  exert  a  strong 
influence,  but  now  while  the  facts  are  available,  it  is  strongly  urged 
that  they  be  incorporated  in  the  record. 

Relative  to  membership  in  the  various  patriotic  organisations,  this 
is  a  matter  for  personal  decision.  Our  ancestors,  with  bravery  and  sacri¬ 
fice,  have  made  lineal  descendants  eligible  to  membership  in  almost  all 
the  leading  patriotic  associations  of  to-day.  As  generation  follows 
generation,  facts  recede  into  the  dim  past  and  are  increasingly  difficult 

to  secure  and  establish.  Therefore,  we,  who  value  our  children’s . . 

heritage,  should  make  this  record  as  completo  and  permanent  as  soon  as 
possible.  Cne  of  the  best  methods  to  accomplish  this  is  to  incorporate 
it  in  the  files  and  spread  it  upon  the  permanent  records  of  the  various 
patriotic  organisations.  We  are  a  young  nation.  Several  hundred  years 
hence  our  descendants  will  be  grateful  to  us  for  having  handed  down  to 
them  the  facts  contained  in  this  genealogy,  which  to  us  was  difficult 
of  compilation,  but  which,  had  it  been  left  to  them,  would  be  impossible 
of  attainment. 
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I  add  another  paragraph  to  advise  you  I  have  been  told  by  genealogists 
of  years  of  experience  that  this  Archer  history  is  unusual.  First,  our 
branch  of  the  family  can  be  traced  accurately  from  the  county  in  Ireland 
from  which  they  set  sail  two  hundred  years  ago,  through  the  five  states 
in  America  in  which  they  settled  during  the  hundred  years  they  were 
pioneering,  down  to  the  present  day.  Second,  our  emigrant  ancestor,  that 
brave  old  warrior  Sampson  Archer,  has  made  his  descendants  eligible  to 
six  prominent  patriotic  societies,  and  this  is  an  achievement  few  men 
can  duplicate  in  our  country’s  history,  I  quote  from  one  of  the  most 
widely  known  genealogists,  whose  works  are  to  be  found  in  every  lead¬ 
ing-  library  in  the  United  States:  "Seldom  does  a  man  render  such  long  and 
honorable  service  to  his  country  as  did  Sampson  Archer,  It  has  been  a 
pleasure  to  assist  in  compiling  the  ancestry  of  a  family  which  has  done 
so  much  more  than  its  part  in  the  building  of  our  great  nation," 

Without  meaning  to  boast,  but  with  a  justifiable  feeling  of  pride,  I 
make  the  assertion  few  families  have  cause  for  greater  satisfaction  over 
the  records  of  their  forebears  than  members  of  our  family  of  Archer, 

To  the  younger  members  of  our  family,  it  is  likely  this  genealogy 
may  prove  only  of  passing  interest.  To  the  older  members,  I  feel  sure 
it  will  be  otherwise.  However,  this  is  only  natural,  as  youth  looks 
forward  along  life’s  highway  into  what  appears  to  be  the  endless  future 
with  those  of  us  who  have  passed  life’s  meridian there  is-  a  greater 
inclination  to  look  backward  and  to  dwell  upon  the  events  of  the  past. 

Time  in  his  relentless  flight  ultimately  brings  us  all  to  the  period  of 
retrospection.  Therefore,  with  a  degree  of  assurance  I  submit  this 
family  history  in  the  belief  it  will  eventually  prove  interesting  to 
all  of  us, 

Denver,  Colorado,  Charles  Carter  Califf, 

April,  1939. 


"When  persons  have  an  utter  indifference  to  their  lineage,  or  a 
history  of  the  possible  generations  of  their  families,  and  deride  any 
attention  to  them  as  a  foolish  weakness  and  vanity,  they  are  contra¬ 
vening  an  innate  principle,  and  it  may  be  generally  suspected  that  they 
have  some  knowledge  of  a  lineage  which  they  would  consign  to  oblivion 
because  it  is  untitled  and  without  good  renown," 

Bond, 


o 


The 

data 

for  the 

:i.  C. 

Rotors 

H.  C. 

Kincni 

vJu.Il 

Agnew , 

St*y\ 

... 

Taller 

Bl  an 

che  Hum 

Jane 

Tilton 

The  following  Genealogists  assisted  in  submitting 
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Rev.  T-  J.  Agncw,  Strabane,  County  Tyrone,  Ireland. 
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CHAPTER  QBE. 

THE  ARCHERS  IN  EUROPE. 


"Happy  ho,  who  with,  brig; 
upon  his  father’s  fathers,  who  wit; 
deeds  cT  grace, 
in.  the  fair  chain  of  noble  sequence." 


regard  looks  beck 
heir 

and  in  himself,  values  the  latest  link 


joy  recounts  +>■ 


Gee the. 
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Centuries  ago  in  Bu-o.pe  family  names  were  derived  fr ex.  occupations, 
the  arts  of  war,  the  chaso,  chivalry,  etc.  Also  free,  personal  car. roctor- 
iStics  end  locations.  For  example,  the  following  indicate  her  some 
nan:es  originated: 


Things  in  Nature: 
C>\  .rucaoristics: 


-  /-»  '-r  r-*  • 

.  v-  w  -  '  •  -  v  1 1  /  *  -  *-/  • 

r  *  .  .  r-.. 


-cations : 
Chivalry: 
Var": 


Bear,  Calf,  Fish,  Lamb,  Trent,  Lyon,  Cron,  Bull. 
Littlu,  Long,  Short,  Stout,  Broadhocd. 

Baker,  Toy  lor,  Brewer,  Carpenter,  Weaver,  She.eTi'sfcrav- 
Hunt,  Fox,  Hort,  self,  Bock,  Stag,  Cisco. 

Atwood,  Hunger ford,  Dcngorf ieid,  Underhill,  M  water. 


Knight 

Cannon, 


,  Amour,  Noble,  Prince ,  King, 
Anchor,  Bottle,  Major,  Carp, 


Duke,  Cootie. 
Bowman,  Scrg'an*. 


Many  names  hove  undergone  changes  in  spelling  and  pronounaioti 
ever  the  centuries.  Not  so,  hov/evor,  with  the  name  of  Archer.  In  i“ 
early  history  among  the  Normans,  and  with  ’7 ill! raa  too  Ccr.quorir,  it  x: 
known  as  Archer  a,  with  the  accent  cn  the  last  syllable.  ?•*  r  ui't-.tlc. 
Fulbert  le  Archer e* ,  meaning  Fulbert  the  Archer.  Tr.o  r.cme  rf  ?.'  r; 
rtrehore,  son  of  Fulbert  Is  Archer  a,  is  found  upon  the  Poll  of  I„t  id 


•  cr; — 


l.i.  ^ - O’ 

* n o  roc^r. 


^\/UA 


rrc  at 


Abaey,  about  which  more  will  be  written 
names  of  Archers  are  found  in  "Domesday 
survey  of  England ,  executed  for  Uillian  the  Conqueror  end  tcrr.l  .  ted  in 
1CSS.  The  principal  object  -of  this  curve 7  was  to  ascertain  tie'  t-...  ol 
rights  of  the  King.  The  Domesday,  therefore,  recorded  the  r.o_. 
the  new  holders  of  lands  and  the  ussossroentc  on  which  their  to 
be  paid.  It  is  spoken  of  as  a  record  from  the  arbitrament  <2f  vJi.lKh 
there  was  no  appeal,  from  which  its  name  of  "J-mesde.y"  ic  s?id  tc  be 
derived.  Later,  'bout  1633,  appear  the  nan 


c:i  a 

ST  j"  A  -f  h  P  \ 


early  English  Bolls  enumerating  the  soldiery  of  the  Counties,  r-.r.d  they 
•/ere  colled,  for  instance  in  County  Suffolk,-  "Able  "...  e-n  :f  Sui'felk." 
Th 


£  following  is  s  transcription  fre 

T  r 


:ne  original.  m  one  ruo-i  ;•  r;e- 


v—  *y  _1C 


cord  cnice,  mor.con,  mngiana.  "me  division,  c:  s. 
dotes  from  early  Saxon  times.  Too  Hundred  was  composed  of  the  parish- 


uny  witnin  iJ 


f*"'  r*  -‘‘"'-yr.  ^nr.»*  -  i  Tf  f  T'pC  fp"  C  g 


assessments  and  rating  y  f-taes.  It  was  also  a  convenient  uni 
which  able  bodied  men  might  be  called  for  military  service. 


moss  miner e a : 


4* 


.ist  of  the  names  of  all  the  sale  man  fram 
aixteono  to  threescore  y  .res  of  age  within  th 
Hundred  of  Loes  (not  being  of  the  Traynad  3  and) 

January,  1533* 


■  ^  ~  ZJy  -  «  A  — A  A  -» 


WS-TwCaa.  A.  • 


Ucodbridge 
Erandon  - 


V  i*l  V^aawX  « 


•  r.enry  Archer. 

Will  A.  bl  AMk  S'**.  A  • 

Cosford  -  -  John  Archer." 

(Among  others). 


\ 

\ 

\ 
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Able  Men  of  Suffolk. 

(Early  Bolls  enur.oratirg  the  soldiery  of 
the  Counties.) 


In  every  century  since  the  Norms- r.  Conquest  England  has  teen  at  r 
with  wr.o  European  nation  or  another,  usually  against  Pr" r.co .  'll: is 
attitude  of  belligerency,  :nly  occassicnnlly  of  a  defensive  netu r:, 
..ccessitsted  continual  drafts  on  the  nan  p-wver  of  the  nation  t~  sustain 
these  drastic  wars.  In  feudal  time3  the  organisation  of  th^sa  .nil loony 
forces,  either  offensive  or  defensive,  received  their  support  in  :u  oho 
King  and  Nobles.  The  system  was  successful  and  effici.no.  Via  on  a  or 
the  King  thought  it  timo  to  make  war  against  a  rival  monarch  ho  r.  '1- 

-f ied  his  dukes  and  earls  to  supply  hire  with  a  specified  number  of  on _ • 

;  orfs  and  henchmen. 


From  the  ecrliest  dates  lows  governing  the  enrollment  and  .  r  p. nk 
C'f  these  forces,  upon  a  basis  of  financial  ability  as  well  -as  at5  social 
.  naing,  were  enacted.  In  tho  reign  of  Edward  I  it  was  ordain  3  that 
-11  males  between  fif  .on  and  sixty  years  of  ege  were  to  be  sen  .3  or., 
r  .auired  to  have  amor  according  to  the  value  of  their  iar.a  or  ^cels. 
Every  iohn  w^rth  fifteen  pounds  per  annuo:  in  lend  or  goods  to  too  value 
of  forty  monks  must  have  a  tunic  of  mil,  a  breastplate  of  iron..  .. 
swmrd,  a  knife  and  a  horse.  T_ose  worth  ton  pounds  in  land,  or  twenty 
narks  in  goods,  must  have  a  tunic  and  breastplate,  a  sword  and  a  knife. 
Tnese  worth  five  pounds  in  land  provided  r.  sword,  a  bow  ana  arrow  and  a 
knife.  All  others  were  to  furnish  themselves  with  bows  and  arrows. 

Only  gentlemen  were  presumed  to  be  mounted  and  to  bear  the  expanse  of 
equipment  ns  light  as  horsemen. 


Pm 


"All  things  hasten  to  decay;  all  fall;  all 
perish;  ail  cornu  to  an  end.  I.'.cn  dieth,  iron 
consume th:  wood  aecayeth;  towers  crumble;  siren 
walls  fall  down,  the  rose  withereth  away;  the  wa 
horse  waxeth  feeble,  gay  trappings  grow  old;  all 
the  works  of  mens’  hands  perish.  Thus  we  are 
taught  that  all  die*  both  clerk  and  lay;  and 
short  would  be  the  fane  of  any  after  death  if  their 
history  did  not  endure  by  being  written  in  the  book 
of  the  Clerk." 

(Master  Y7a.ce,  his  Chronicle  of  the  Neman  Conquest.) 


O  ’-i 


The  Roll  of  Battel  A'otey 


_  a. 


Those  who  had  fought  under*  tho  ducal  banners  of 
Conqueror  at  Hastings  took  every  possible  moans  to  have  v.cir  name: 
well  known.  and  remembered  by  future  ages,  not  only  because  they  an: 
their  descendants  would  by  it  bo  enabled  to  plead  favors  from  the 
reigning  family,  and  assuring  to  themselves  the  estates  they  had  g: 
but  also  from  the  pride  inherent  in  human  nature,  as  founders  of  f. 
in  a  country  they  had  won  by  prowess.  For  these  reasons  tho  name 
every  person  of  any  consideration  was  written  upon  a  Roll  and  hung 
in  the  Abbey  of  Battel.  William  ordered  tho  erection  of  a  monccte: 
tha  very  spot  where  he  had  gained  that  decisive  victory  which  gave 
the  crown  of  Bn gland ;  from  which  circumstance  it  was  called  Butte 
Abbey.  The  persons  there  mentioned  were  the  patriarchs  of  meet  a 
English  Gentry  for  many  ages  and  of  ..any  of  the  nobility  of  the  pr 
day. 


.  *>  vi  r\ 
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Too  original  Roll  compiled  by  the  M  nnks  of  Battel  was  Lung  up  in 
r  monastery  beneath  the  following  L  ^ tin  versos: 

"The  day  after  the  battel,  very  early  in  the  morning,  Cdo,  Bishop 
aioux,  sung  mas  so  for  those  that  were  departed.  The  Luxe  after  tad 
nous  to  know  the  estate  of  his  oat  tel  and  what  people  ha  nod  thous¬ 
and  were  slaine,  he  caused  to  cone  unto  him  a  clerk  that  had  wrii- 
their  names  when  they  were  ombarked  at  S.  Valeries,  end  c cn_tar.de o 
to  call  them  by  their  names,  who  called  them  that  had  been  at  the 
el,  s-nd  passed  tho  seas  with  Bake  TTilliem. 


This  place  is  oallec  Battel  becauso  the  English  slaine  in  war  wore 
here  left  dead.  Tney  fell  on  the  day  of  the  feast  of  Christ's  r_artyr; 
Cal incus .  It  was  the  yoar  one  thousand  and  sinty  sin  when  the  English 
perished,  a  great  const  being  visible  at  the  time." 

Or.  this  Roll  was  inscribed  the  name  of 

"ROBERT  LE  ARCHZEE” .  * 

IFroa.  English  Surnames,  by  Lower,  M.A.,  F.S.A.,  London.) 

Not  only  at  the  tiims  of  the  Bat  vie  of  Hustings  was  it  greatly  de¬ 
sired  by  the  No ram  ns  that  their  names  appear  upon  the  Roll  of  8-itteL 
Abbey,  to  be  perpetuated  among  future  generations,  but  subsequent 
thereto  and  down  to  the  present  time  it  is  the  embition  of  all  English 
families  to  prove  descent  from  ancestry  represented  on  this  honor  Hull. 
Historians  record  there  were  approximately  six  hundred  names  on  this 

Roil,  and  to  hnve  ancestral  representation  thereon  is  conclusive  - 

of  honored  English  descent. 
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ill  English  Archers  descend. 


An  Inquiry  into  the  Origin  of  tho  Family  of 
Archor  in  Kilkenny,  with,  notices  of  other  families  bf  the 
name  in  Ireland. 

By  J.  H.  Lawrence -Archor ,  Captain. 
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In  certain  popular  heraldic  works  the  crest  assigned  to  the 
narco  "Archer, "  in  Ireland,  is  "a  mound  azure  banded  and  crooned  o 
whereas  there  is  no  instance  of  tho  Archers  of  Kilkenny-  probably 
earliest  of  the  narco  settled  in  this  island  -  over  having  borne  any 
crest  whatever;  and  in  this  respect  their  sculptured  coats  of  arr-o, 
throughout  what  city,  form  a  solitary  heraldic  exception.  Iven  on  an 
armorial  "Archer"  seal,  attached  to  the  will  of  an  Archer  who  live 
tho  seventeenth  century,  although  the  shield  is  surrounded  by  a  helmet 
there  is  no  crest,  and  the  rotundity  snd  high  relief  of  the-  helmet  __ ay 
hfve  been  mistaken  for  an  orb.  Be  this  as  it  may,  on  another  armaria 
seal,  of  the  same  period,  although  there  is  a  crest,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  seal  bears  the  arms  of  Archer,  notwithstanding  that  she 
estoilcs,  or  mullets,  found  in  tho  Archer  coat,  on  monuments  in 
city,  are  conspicuous  on  this  osc  -choon,  and  form  the  crest. 


Two  questions  at  once  present  themselves  -  1st.,  How  came  a; 
Kilkenny  Archers  not  to  h^vo  a  crest  ?  Bad.,  “.hat  could  have  be 
origin  of  the  crest  imputed  to  them  by  Fairbairn  and  others  ? 


Now  with  reference  to  the  latter,  it  seems  to  me  that  ”la  m_ nde-  a 
may  have  been  adopted  by  some  Archer  in  the  seventeenth  cr  eighteen-/, 
century,  as  a  canting  heraldic  memento  cf  a  civic  connexion  with  tho 
greet  feudal  family  of  Ormonde,  whose  fortunes  have  been  so  intimately 
associated  with  the  City  of  Kilkenny,  end  where,  from  the  year  13i5  to 
1652,  no  less  than  sixty-five  times  does  the  name  of  Archer  appear  in 
the  I'ogistracy,  as  Portreves,  Sovereigns,  1:  ayers,  Sheriffs,  Coroners, 
etc.,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  Great  Puke  of  Crmcndc  wss  chiefly 
instrumental  in  obtaining  for  the  people  of  Kilkenny  the  restoration 
cf  their  property,  which -had  been  seized  by  Cromwell's  followers. 


In  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries  the  great  merchants  wer 
probably  more  frequently  members  of  tho  aristocracy  than  at  the  presen 
day.  Few,  but  such,  could  acquire  the  capital  necessary  for  .embarking 
in  commercial  enterprise,  and  in  Italy  and  m  Flanders,  etc.  the  chief 
merchants'  became  the  rulers  of  cities,  and  eventually  hereditary 
pri/.c.-s';  therefore,  the  position  held  at  an  early  period  by  the  Arche 
of  Kilkenny  was  compatible  with  a  noble  cr  knightly  origin,  as  1  hops 
to  be  able  to  show  more  clearly  in  tho  following  notes. 


.  —  ^  —  V  U  w  ^ 


mat  to  return-  the  absence  of  a  family  crest  may 
tribltled  to  the  Kilkenny  Archers  hovinr  separated  from  tho  ~orcr.t  tree 
in  r.-Io-.d,  before  the  period  when  crests  became  common;  ana  it  is 
worthy  cf  note  that  tho  three  phoons  borno  by  the  Kilkenny  Archers  wer 
tho  actual  coat  of  the  family  of  lo  Archer  of  Warwickshire  before  the 
time  of  Thorns  le  Archer,  second  son  of  John  le  Archer  of  Tar.worth 
(U.-berslado) ,  who  was  the.  first  of  his  family  to  uso  the  thro* 
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arrive,  and  to  as suns  e  crest .  'IHe  (Thomas  le  Archer)  was  Grand  P 
cf  oho  Knights  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  in  England,  and  no  ouch  w 
re  coned  the  first  Boron  in  the  real:-."  (Quoting  from  Jacob's  Peer 
end  History  of  the  Hospitallers  in  Hr.  ~lnnd ) .  His  seal  is  well  km 
end  is  on  example,  at  the  e-orly  period  of  the  reign  ^f  B  award  II, 
the  adoption  of  supporters.  To  a  domunon ^  bearing  dare  the  f  urs 
year  of  this  monarch's  roign,  Thomas  1c  Archer,  Grand  Prior,  r.ppsa 
perty  of  the  first  part,  and  on  the  other  his  relatives  John  le 
and  Thomas  le  Archer;  while  the  seal  of  N  i  cholas  le  Archer  oh 
variation  of  the  sane  crus,  viz.,  phecn3,  not  errors. 


'C.O 
.  £ 


In  all  the  printed  pedigrees  of  the  Archers  cf  Umborsinde,  r.r.d  even. 


in  that  which  is  preserved  in  the  Herald's  College,  many  ye-un-cr 
names  are  omitted;  but  this  defect  is  remedied  in  a  copy  of  Bug:' 
"TJarwickshire, "  to  be  seen  at  the  British  museum,  where  the  a  nr.  si 


-  “»  1  r* 


has  carefully  transcribed  the  ancient  charters  of 


r*  ^  ^  V»  ^ 


family,  or: 


drawings  of  the  seals  attached  to  them,  with  other  curious  additi. 
Happening  myself  to  possess  the  original  holograph  list  of  his  fa: 
charters,  etc.,  made  by  Sir  Simon  Archer,  I  could  verify  oh esc  gi' 
the  annotator  in  question.  Sir  Simon,  however,  had  not  very  core: 
extracted  all  the  names  of  collateral  ancestors  for  his  friend  E\ 
and  amongst  others  emitted,  in  all  tho  printed  pedigrees,  is  that 
above-  Nicholas  le  Archer,  and  also  of  cr.other  Nicholas  le  Archer, 
seal,  attached  to  a  grant  of  free  werren  in  the  fourteenth  concur: 
the  quaint  device  of  a  hare  walking  on  its  hind  legs,  a  dead  dog  : 
to  a  stick  over  its  shoulder,  with  the  additional  letters 
Hare  cher  l 


.r.  by 
_ _ _  / 


bears 


T>  ^1  p  ^»|  ^ 

v.. 


Now,  in  Hymer's  "Foeaora"  will  be  found  a  notice  of  J..hn  le  Arch:: 
Grand  Prior  (also  in  the  reign,  of  Edward  II.,  and  consequently  contampr- 
renoeusly  with  Thomas  le  Archer  of  Tr.nworoh  in  England)  cf  the  Haights 
Hosei taller s  in  Ireland.  In  the  year  1341,  while  C-rar.d  Prisr,  he  ‘  f  f  s  ~ 
to  prove  his  right  to  the  church  of  Bunboyne  "by  his  champion."  His  r. 
socially  must  hove  been  considerable,  for  "none  w^re  admitted  into  she 
rank  of  Knights  but  such  as  had  previously  distinguished  themselves,  r 
who  were  at  least  descended  from  ancient  Knights."  (Burton's  History 
of  Kilmainhsm. ) 


"Tr.i: 


arior"  (le  Archer),  continues  the  same  author  "wa: 


'U5«  C  'i 


with  a  commission  to  Edward  III  from  a  P^rliment  held  in  Kilkenny, 


several  grievances  might  be  redressed,  for  the  I 
ruled  with  a  rod  of  iron  (or  had)  become  more  Irish  than 
'■^Ivor- 


*  d  ^ 


Irish  then- 


In  134-5,  ’"alter  Archer  was  Portr  vo  of  Kilkenny,  as  wao 
Archer;  and  in  1350  Adam  Archer  was  P.i.-or eve.  I  t  is  xceeair.gly 

probable  tn:-.t  a  clue  to  the  origin  of  u..c;so  three,  if  not  indeed  a 
direct  proof  cf  their  parentage,  would  be  found  in  the  13.  additions  to 
Bu^Jaie  just  mentioned,  especially  as  I  do  not  think  that  any  but  ohe  cm 
family  of  Le  Archer,  descended  from  the  tutor  of  K  ing  Henry  I,  bore  ind 
surname  of  Archer  until  Henry  V  conferred  it  on  Simon  de  3: is,  of  Essex. 
This  is  contrary  to  what  wuuld  naturally  bo  supposed-  namely,  that  the 
patronymic  was  common  v.hon  the  profess-  an  of  an  archer  was  in  repute; 
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but  that  the  contrary  was  the  case 
little  doubt;  and  a  paper  on  this 


I  an  inclined 
cuestion  will 


to  believe 

Ju  x  O  u* * * ^ 


there  car.  Is. 

i  t'/'*  r-  ;JVV.  ’•'•r*  7  ^ 


and  Genealogist . "  Nicholas  le  Archer,  it  is  there  shorn,  had  the  privi¬ 
lege  of  carrying  the  King’s  own  bow  through  all  the  forests  of  hr. -land, 


and  was, .par  excellence  "le  Arche: 


f  ^  i  *~r-  Pr  — '  /"t ■*“  r'TA  •  o  ' 

w>  U.  ▲a  -  wt  a  •  — »  w  A  a  w  X  A  1/  a.  j  —  -*-/  >.  >  V  a  a  • 


~y 


this  family  until  the  profession  of  archery  decayed  and  Henry  Vila  cre¬ 
ated  a  professional  archer  burlesque  Duke  of  Shoreditch  I 


It  has  occurred  to  me  os  neither 
the  Archer  family  of  Kilkenny  came  to 


iJLpOCS  iOlO  ,  710X*  0 

Ireland  ir.  the  L.modia 


-  > 


;c  id-.: 


of  "Strongbow,"  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  and  nay  even  have  been  connect. .d 
with  that  noble  by  ties  of  kindred;  Eor  in  the  Church  of  S  t-  Parian. 

Cornwall,  there  is  an  old  armorial  sculpture  of  the  non  extinct  i . ily 

cf  Lovelis,  quartering  "Clare"  and  "Archer"  in  succession,  the  latter 
quartering  being  also  that  of  the  earliest  Kilkenny  Archers  (seb .  3 
phoons  argt.),  end  of  John  le  Archer,  of  Tanworth,  father  cf  Thomas,  ids. 
Grand  Prior  of  the  Hospitallers,  but  with  the  difference  of  a  chevron 
engrailed  argent,  which  ncy  be  thus  accounted  for;- 


Tohn  le  Archer,  of  Tanworth,  County  Warwick,  end  champion  ta  I 
Earl  of  Warrick,  married  the  daughter  of  William  do  Br.rnevci.lo  (a  r. 
conspicuous  in  the  Norman  annals  of  Ireland,  and  particularly  in  ah 
peerage  of  Trimleston),  and  bore  for  his  arms-  sab.  3  phoons  ar 


This  John  died  in  the  35th.  cf  Henry  III,  loeving  several  sc 
(elsewhere  accounted  for);  and  Nicholas  1c  Archer,  either  his  sc 
brother,  hold  possessions  at  Stoke,  in  Clare,  Gloucestershire,  i: 


Mil  • 


of  Edward  I,  by  providing  a  man  with  bov;  and  arrows  to  attend  the 


Cla: 


s  army  whan 

it 

marched 

In  .he  7th. 

of 

Edward 

(partly  at 

any  rate) 

Edward  II,  Edmond  lo  Archer  held 
Gilbert  do 


these  land: 
of  C-lcuces 


in 


:ford;  they  were  contiguous  to  those 


Clare,  Earl 
of  the  Berkeley  family; 


it  is  not  unworthy  of  note  that  (see  "Herald  and  Genes!  v 
le  Blund,  of  Bristol,  was  married  to  Ansbilie  le  Archer; 


r 

u  •  —  — ; 


o,  - 

Phi  .1  z. 


;icns  during  the  reigns 


:enry  III  ..nd  Edward  I,  these  pc- r ..or. s 


s-s  are  recorded  along  with  that  of  John,  "fiiii  Kuuricii  de  Sals; 


»  Z'  V»  * 


:o, 


oil  of  the  County  of  Gloucester. 


c 

’  !r  Cj  u 


Possibly,  before  the  e-xtinction  of  tho  male  line  (or  at  err 
cf  the  senior  family)  of  le  Archer  of  Stoke,  in  Clare,  by  the  r./ 
its  heiress  with  William  de  Berkeley  of  Csborly  («s  appears 

.  of  the  24th.  of  Edward  III,  in  which  it  is  stated  t. 
"filbert  le  Anchor,  seized  of  Archerstoke  in  the  County  of  Glcuc 
hs-ld  cf  the  King  in  capita,  by  supplying  him  with  a  sheaf  of  arr 
for  ever"-  that  "he  died  on  the  8th.  October;  and  th 
the  wife  of  Thomas  do  Berkeley  do  Coberly,  is  his  den gat 
heir,  or.d  is  aged  24  years  and  upwards" ),  an  uncle  or  brother  cf 
original  Nicholas  le  Archer,  accompanied  the  relatives  of  his 
or  kinswoman,  Christian  de  Bomevillo,  to  Ireland,  taking  with  1 
pttrb  paternal  crest;  or  the  Kilkenny  family  may  have  only  adop 
latter  on  tho  death  of  Gilbert  le  .'archer,  in  the  reign  of  lower 


rate 


J  s-' 


..  c-- 


;:i~  fchi 
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kavi ng  previously  used  some  other  coat,  of  v;hich  I  do  not  think  any 
record  is  preserved. 


ee  ..rcr.or 


— y» 


Ir:  the  meantime,  another  branch  of  the  G  loucestor 
family.  after  one  of  the ' ’Jelsh  expeditions  of  the  Clare 
ably  settled  in  Cornwall,  and  introduced  for  a  difference  the  chovr 
engrailed  ergt.,,  while  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  fsmlly  of  Lev 
in  that  county,  was  of  similar  origin-  a  supposition  which  h's  ac~u 
weight  by  the  suggestion  of  an  excellent  authority  on  the  point,  th 
"Level is"  ?;as  simply  "Le  V/cllcyc,"  "Lo  Vbllis,"  "Viallis,"  "Kalsh,- 
the  "Jelshman,  as  he  was  likely  to  have  been  named  in  his  now  iccai_ 


7nis  connexion  between  Arcn^r  and  Clare  in  Gloucester-  be two: 
Clare,  Archer  and  Levelis,  in  Cornwall,  and  finally  between  "Stro: 
Bameville,  Welsh  and  Archer  in  Ireland,  is  very  suggestive  cr.  mo: 
than  one  point. 


On  the  extinction  of  the  chief  male  line  of  Ar  cher 


n  Li  Ike  nr. 


.rringe  of  its  heiress.  Rose  Archer,  with  Richard  Shoe 


\  oy  tne 

the  consequent  transfer  of  nor  arms  to  the  escutcheon  of  the  latter 
it  would  be  curious  to  ascertain  whether  the  other  and  Junior  fa  mil 
of  Archer  did  not  then,  for  the  first  time,  assume  a  coat  armorial, 


selecting  for  their  purpose  that  of  thsir  kinsmen  +>-'» 
Hoel,  by  reversing  the  three  pheons  of  the  latter. 


he  v.'e  Isaac 


itself  was 


coat  an.  a  a.  ac' 


expo at t: 


Possibly,  hov/ever,  that  of  7’ais 
sc  to  spook,  originally,  during  one  of  the  Walsh 
sable,  throe  pheons  argt.  of  the  Gloucestershire  Archers  (of  ■ 
family  the  original  Walsh  was  perhaps  a  not  fully  recognized  : 
with  the  augmentation  of  the  chevron  gules  of  Clare;  but,  in 
the  latter  would  have  been  "colour  upon  colour,"  the  former  w 
reversed  in  every  particular.  If  this  suggestion  be 


then  the  presumption  is  that  the  junior  Archers  of 
a  certain  extent,  their  own  coat,  which  might  well 
by  such  c  motto  as  that  borne  by  the  present  noble 
Sola  bona  quae  honesta. 


Kilkenny  r 
have  been 
family  of 


ytn 

or- 

qua 


o 

'-*-1  » 


■o  o  ^  ■ 


Cn  the  other  hand  the  question  at  once  presents  i 
the  coot  of  77a  ish  of  Castle  Hoel  a  coat  armorial  taken  from  the  ror 
one,  of  the  first  Archer  under  Strongbow,  before  the  family  assum: 
the  pure  coat  in  the  14th.  century,  as  before  suggested  ? 


Be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  suite  certain  that  much  confusion  e: 
in  Norman  Irish  heraldry  in  the  feudal  ages;  and  a  notable  ir.sta: 
to  be  found  in  that  of  the  family  of  O’Shee  of  Garden  Norris,  thr 
whose  four  first  ouarterings  arc  inverted  and  are  not  O’Shee  at  a 
jimply  Archer  reversed,  with  its  querterings  of  Bermir.gham,  7.' 


V-k 

T>  , 


•col,  etc.-  an  error,  strange 
:  tresent  time. 


;o  say,  that  has  escaped  notice  up 


7/ith  regard  to  other  families  of  Archer  in  Ireland,  i 
sarong  reasons  for  believing  that  th.;  Archers  of  7/icklow  originates 
the  Suffolk  branch  of  tho  TTarv/icksh family;  and  that  they  are, 


irt 
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so,  probably  akin  to  that  of  Kilkenny;  while  by  their  connexion  with  the 
family  of  Archer  in  Y/exford,  they  probably  have  engrafted  the  Zcsc:: 
family  of  De  Boys  alias  Archer.  The  Archers  of  Belfast,  on  oho  other 
hand;  cane  from  Berwickshire  and  are  akin  to  the  Archers  of  Cup'-r  An  .pus , 
■.vhose  ancestors  appear  to  have  teen  related  by  marriage  to  the  family  of 
the  "Admirable  Crichton,"  inasmuch  as  Zlcpeth  Archer  r;cs  spouse  so  John 
Crichton  in  the  Kill  of  Strothworde  (Y'ill,  10th  July  1601).  In  con¬ 
clusion  it  racy  be  observed  that  this  surname  is  exceedingly  rare,  ns  it 
always  has  been,  in  Scotland. 

I  do  not  presume  to  put  forward  theso  suggestions  and  ideas  e^gneo- 
icnlly,  on  so  remote  and  obscure  a  subject,  but  merely  scatter  thorn  as 
arrows,  to  be  used  again  by  other  hands,  or  cast  aside,  if  pointless. 

In  conclusion,  the  foregoing  evidence  mr.y  be  thus  briefly  summar¬ 
ized:- 


1st.  That  the  family  of  Archer  in  Ireland  came  over  with 

2nd.  That  at  that  period,  and  until  the  time  of  Henry  Y, 
but  one  family  celled  le  Archer  in  Englend,  all  others  being  only 
branches  of  that  one. 

3rd.  That  the  Archers  of  Stoke  Archer,  in  Clare,  held  their  lands 
from  the  time  of  Henry  III  in  Gloucester,  partly  under  the  Clares-  and 
purely  in  capite. 

4th.  That  Nicholas  le  Archer  of  Archorstoke,  Gloucester,  accom¬ 
panied  Strongbow's  father  on  his  expedition  against  the  7/eloh,  and  chon 
the  two  families  were  in  connexion  feudally,  with  each  other,  from  the 
earliest  period. 

5th.  That  while  Thomas  le  Archer  of  Tanworth  was  G  rand  Prior  sf 
the  Hospitallers  in  England,  John  le  Archer  was  Grand  ?  rior  in  Ireland, 
and  v/as  in  Kilkenny  at  the  sitting  of  the  famous  Parliment  ohere. 

6th.  That  the  first  coat  armorial  borne  by  the  le  Archers  in  Irelcr. 
was  sable  3  pheons  arg. ;  end  that  this  was  the  coat  of  the  Gloucester 


family,  derived  from  the  Warwickshire  before  the  letrer  hed  acquired 
"Azure  3  arrows  or." 

7th.  That  after  the  Archers  cf  Gloucester  cease  to  be  noticed  in 
that  country,  other  Archers  v/ith  the  seme  baptismal  names  appear  in 
Ireland. 

6th.  That  the  original  Irish  Archer  coat  passed  by  an  heiress  to 
the  Shees,  while  the  other  branches  adopted  variations  on  these  of 
Strongbox,  and  that  there  is  evidence  that  the  Gloucester  and  Irish 
Archers  were  related  to  the  Earnovillo  family,  a  daughter  of  which  mar¬ 
ried  John  le  Archer  of  Tanworth.  Tne  Barneviiles  followed  Strongbox's 
father  into  7/ales,  and  the  Tanworth  and  Clare  Archers  were  identical. 


co 


etc 
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Proofs  and  Illustrations. 


Portrcvos, 


Sovereigns,  I.'ayors,  Sheriffs,  Coroners, 


r  4*  - 

•  OX  w—Vj 


City  of  Kilkenny,  none  cl  Archer,  from  1345  to  1552. 


Communicated  by  Mr.  H. 

G.  a. 

Prim. 

1354; 

Palter  Archer 

P. 

1597 

Thomas  Archer 

s. 

John  Archer 

?. 

1601 

Patrick  Archer 

O 

1550 

Aden.  Archer 

P. 

1603 

7  ' r.  -r*4-  4  ■*-*  *  V> 

• 

1355 

David  Archer 

S. 

1611 

lau.Muo  0..L4. 

v 

1555 

David  Archer 

s. 

1611 

Patrick  Archer,  Taos.) 

1375 

David  Archer 

s. 

being  removed  j 

H 

1577 

David  Archer 

s. 

1611 

John  Archer 

Km/  • 

1390 

’.Valter  Archer 

?. 

1612 

Edmond  Archer 

c. 

1399 

Via.  Archer  Fitz 

1613 

Edmond  A  r  char 

n 

Kj  • 

Walter 

?. 

1613 

Edmond  Archer 

Vah 

1425 

Pilliam  Archer 

s. 

1615 

al dr.; on d  Arc.;;  r 

r* 

• 

14-3-:- 

’Villicm.  Archer 

s. 

1616 

I/.icheel  Archer 

05 

1447 

Elias  Archer 

s. 

1616 

Edward  Archer 

O 

G  «. 

1464 

Pilliam  Archer 

Si 

161? 

Andrew  Ar  cher 

n 

* 

1455 

Pillion  Fitz  Flias 

1621 

Tro  1  4-  »  -v% 

V 

Archer 

s. 

1625 

Palter  Archer 

1457 

'Valter  Archer 

s. 

1625 

David  Archer 

~r 

1453 

'Valter  Archer 

s. 

1627 

Palter  Archer 

Dh 

1453 

Peter  Archer 

s . 

1C23 

Henry  Archer 

M. 

14-93 

John  Archer 

"3 
■*»  • 

1634 

Thomas  larch  or 

1459 

John  Archer 

s. 

1635 

Peter  Archer 

<v 

dO  vj  \J 

Patrick  Archer 

s. 

1656 

James  Archer 

ct 

•m  -  . 

1508 

Patrick  Archer 

s . 

1633 

John  Archer 

1513 

Patrick  Archer 

s. 

1659 

7,  *  4  V  0  'j  -*■»  ^  *— 

...  . 

1520 

Peter  Archer 

s. 

1640 

**'.74  ~  n  n  ^ 

C  . 

• 

1521 

Peter  Archer 

s. 

1641 

Thomas  Archer 

ccn 

io^o 

'.Valter  Archer 

1643 

Palter  Archer 

..•i  • 

Fitz  Jwhn 

T> 

A  • 

1646 

P«ter  Archer,  Fitz 

1542 

Palter  Archer 

s. 

Nicholas  • 

33  n 

1544 

'Valter  Archer 

5. 

1643 

Thomas  Archer,  Fitz 

1553 

Palter  Archer 

s. 

2Cj  77SIM 

Sh 

1572 

Thomas  Archer 

s. 

1652 

Lake  Archer 

Sh 

1574 

La nrer.ee  Archer 

s. 

1583 

Thomas  Archer 

s. 

155£ 

Palter  Archer 

s. 

1553 

John  Archer,  Fitz 

Pillian 

s. 

Portreves  of  Irish town. 

1548 

Pillion  Archer,  Fitz  Peter 

1535 

James  Archer,  Fitz 

Patrick 

1610 

Robert  Archer,  Fitz 

Pi  chord 

1619 

Nicholas  Archer. 
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Charter  of  1608. 

\ 

1608  771  Hi  am  Archer,  Alderman 

Thomas  Archer 

) 

James  Archer,  Merchant, 

Patrick  Archer 

\ 

J 

Burgess. 

'.7a leer  Archer 

) 

John  Archer 

) 

i.lArtin  Archer 

)  Society  of 

John  Archer  Fit 2 

}  »*.crc**c.r  wS 

Lawrence 

) 

Bernard  Archer  ) 

Andrew  Archer  ) 


Charter  of  1609. 

1609  Thomas  Archer  ) 

Patrick  Archer  )  Aldermen. 
7/alter  Archer  ) 


"It  is  a  revered  thing  to  see  an  ancient 
castle  not  in  decay;  how  much  more  to  beheld 
an  ancient  family  which  has  stood  against  the 
waves  and  weathers  of  time." 

Bacon. 


Subsequently,  Mr .  Roberson  submitted  a  supplemental  report  cover¬ 
ing  the  origin,  ^nd  cm  oriel  bearings  of  the  Archer  fcmily,  analyzing 
no  norms  extent,  the  amide  aforementioned  by  Captain  J.  H.  Lanre..om- 
Archer,  which.  I  ^uote  as  follows: 


w^v . . . 

V  *  —  ''  — 


"P.cference  hue  been  made  to  the  origin  of  the  Archers  of  Kilkenny,  ■ 
by  Lnwrcncc-Archor ,  Captain.  The-  author  s cc:.n  to  have  made  a  very  dose 
study  of  his  subject,  his  conclusions  being  well  referenced.  Ha  devotes 
a  page  to  various  Archer  seals,  as  well  as  a  pag~  to  cuts  of  sms  of  the 
family,  the  latter  bearing  the  same  signs  as  these  this  writer  has  pre¬ 
viously  described.  The  writor  thinks  this  story  rolc.ee a  the  ancestry  c£ 
Sampson,  who,  as  is  authorativoly  known,  emigrated  from  Cuur.ty  Tyrone, 
Ireland  to  Augusta  County,  Virginia. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Lawrcncc-Archer  writes  in  part  ns  follows:  ’It  baa  oc¬ 
curred  to  me  cs  neither  impossible,  nor  improbable,  that  the  Archer  fam¬ 
ily  of  Kilkenny  came  to  Ireland  in  the  immediate  following 
bow,”  end  may  have-  been  connected  with  that  noble  by  ties  c 
In  1344  waiter  Archer  was  Pro trove  of  Kilkenny,  as  was  John  Archer.  Ths 
evidence  in  my  possession  is  to  such  effect.  There  was  but  me  family 
called  ”le  Archer”  in  England,  all  others  being  branches  of  same, 7  etc. 
2.1’.  Archer  includes  in  his  treatise  abstracts  of  Archer  wills  probated 
in  Kilkenny,  in  which  the  Cnristicn  name  ""/alter"  predominates.  Alee 
the  name  John  is  very  frequent,  with  Thoiass  and  Robert,  ae  well  ae 
Richard,  alternating. 

Tne  Index  to  Percgative  ’Jills  of  Ireland  cites  that  of  ’.'.Alter 
Archer,  Kilkenny,  1605;  tin  at  of  Valter  Archer,  Kilkenny,  1625.  {ftlr. 

La  rrcn.ce -Archer  has  abstracts  of  those) .  Tmis  index,  as  is  known,  cites 
the  will  of  Samos  on  Arche  r,  C'm-r.ty  'T-’.mns,  1754,  and  ’To  iter  Archer, 
County  Tyrone,  Gent.  1629.  This  writer  thinks,  cs  a  logical  conclu_ic  ;7 
the  said  Sants  on  Archer  was  descended  from  tine  said  Valter  in  Cc.ar: 


Tyrone,  and  that  Sampson  Archer  the  emigrant  to  Augusta  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  proven  to  have  coma  thence  from  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  wee  of 
the  sane  family. 

lit  a  brochure  entitled  "Key  to  the  Memorial  to  Brain  Broneihe, r' 
compiled  by  L.  G.  Archer  and  Co.,  Philadelphia,  IS? 9 ,  page  7,  with  ref¬ 
erence  to  different  strata  of  families  in  Ireland  other  then  Kil-ainn, 
the  following  appears,  which  corroborates  Mr.  Lawrence  -A  r  ch  -e  r : 

fThe  Archers  of  Ireland  ere  descended  from  the  ancient  Cornish 
family.  They  came  into  England  with  7/illiaa  1 
found  mentioned  on  tho  roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  1 
Ireland  under  Strongbow  in  the  12th.  century,  date  of  immigration  being 
1171.* 

Page  34  of  tho  same  volume  states  the  Thompson  family  came  tc  Iro  • 
land  from  England,  1SSQ. 

In  another  brochure  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Lawrenco-Archer,  London,  1£51,  he 
states  the  Archer  name  is  rarely  found  in  Scotland,  theso  appearing 
comprehending  a  comparatively  Into  period. 


Conqueror,  s: 
y  wore  settle; 
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Surging  up  all  material  3tudiod,  tho  result  appear 
that  the  Archer  family  was  very  early 
counties,  they  being  descendants  Iren, 
history. 

variously  in  Kilkenny  w. 

County  Tyrone,  1C29,  the 
Augusta  County,  Virginia, 


a  comae n  ; 

Circumstantial  evidence  is  that  since 

to  1625,  and  a  -"alter  Archer, 
latter  was  the  ar.tocodcr.t  oi*  fg.:  moo 
■  ^h  tne  v,  *.  *,  i  r  e  er.co c  *  .c  j..  ^iCu* 


1  rj  ^  *  *•*  r*  *•■*  z*  y+ 

«  bvj«  J“.  -  V*  .  »  w 

^  •“  ^  r.  v  • , 


■ 

C"; 


outlined  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Lar/roome-Archor .  Tr.e  vrord  -'Circur..stant: 
necessarily  used  in  connection,  as  we  nave  not  the  records  of 
Tyrone  at  hand.  However,  with  no  desire  to  beg  the  question, 
difficult  to  vitiate  tne  logic  of  these  oircumstances  without 
refutation. " 


,  r'  1 


Next  is  submitted  a  report  by  Mr.  Roberson,  quoting  authorities 
relative  to  the  origin  of  the  Archer  family,  and  proof  of  their  coo: 


of -arms: 


ARCHER 


"Ireland  Prerogatives, " 
Index  by  Sir  Arthur 
Vicars,  page  10. 


In  this  report  on  the  Archer  fa mil/  of 
Augusta  County,  Virginia,  the  first  genera t ion 
of  this  branch  of  the  family  being  rewrosentod 
by  Sampson  Archer,  Sr.,  whose  prsvicu:  res:  m-” 
was  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  as  author.-,- 
otatoQ  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia  raoar,~:  it 
appears  to  be  proven  he  was  descended  from  ar. 
ancient  family  of  that  name  in  Cornwall,  iET/y^ 
land,  which  was  transplanted  in  Ireland  'wring 
the  reign  of  King  John,  County  Kilkenny  being 
the  original  domicile.  In  the  Crc.mwe Ilian  or" 
many  families  in  Ireland  wefe  transplanted  by 
the  orders  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  hence  wo-  find 


Leading 


;c  the 


ds  in  T 

'ipp 

erary 
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s  well 

as 

in  Co 
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:  proof 

we 

find 

in  the 

7/alter 

-  Ar 

■cher, 

Cent. 

•  Kilken 

ny, 

1605 

•  “mff\  "i 

1  •  —  — 

Archer,  ibid,  in  County  Tvro 
is 

in  1754. 


added  Samnson  Archer  in 


OS‘ 


Since  the 


Virgin 


? 

"i  **  C.  "V* 

1629,  wh 

Og  Qf’ - 

v-—  v  w  C.«  ■  -  -  O  *  •  .  • 

Cl  «  C  w. 


.  c;  .J*.  mi 

Archer,  of  Augusta  County, 
from  County  Tyrone,  Ireland,  the  inference 
be  he  was  tho  son  of  the  testate  of 
1754,  or  if  not  he  was  closely  allie 
family.  A  thorough  search  of  available  ba¬ 


the  Congressional  Library  fa: 
abstract  of  the  said  Sampson 


» *\V>  v»  J 
wC« 


revoa- 
s  will. 


i  <  f 


23 


Above  v/o  find  tb.9  C  hristiar.  name  "/.'niter" 
in.  County  Kilkenny,  end  later  the  ee.no  . r. 
County  Tyrone,  from  whence  the  Archers 

Ail  authorities  agree  in  that 
Ireland  had  th-.r  cri~i”i  in 
Cornwall,  Upland,  as  corroborated  ir.  tho 
following: 


Virg.r.iu  cams . 
the  /L:  eher  s  o 


J .  Pc  r r d  Be  rkc  ♦  s 
"General  Armory", 

22,  London,  1234. 


"Archer-  Settled  in  Kilkenny  since  the  roiy 
of  King  John- 

>»—J  *»•  2  O  >-*  U  w.  <J  ^  ^  O  V  W..U  Wm  •  w  J  w  WmW 

Co  ^  V  '■* *■>  *—i  >  ^  A  a-  <■*  /■*,—* 

wi  j  «mUh*0  Wk>  U«  f 


d'ey  to  the  lie  rear  ial 


of  Aorci mao,  Tho 
Croat  Loner c h",  pa go 
25.  (L.C. Archer  and 
Co„,  Philadelphia, 

T  \ 

Iw*  J  J  • 


"Origins  of  Toni lie a  in  Ireland  ether 
than  Lile3ian  - 

"Anchor,  from.  Cornwall,  England,  emigrated 

1171." 


r-Ti\s  Irish  and  Anglo- 
Iriih  Traded  Gentry 
wheel  Cromwell  cane  to 
Ireland",  pages  255-6. 
Jc hr.  G'Eart.  (Entitled 


oO  a. 


..  \ 


"Janos  Archer, 


A  *-•  ^  V 


V ^*V  Q*^'!  t*  ^  ’^aV  a  *?■» 

Tho  above  being  porsene  tranapl 
Ireland  from  County  Kilkenny,  1 


Ce5-54-i,: 


Tho  above  shows  removals  ware  fenced  „y 
Cromwell,  and  it  is  probably  enchained 
through  this  source  why  re  find  eke  nave 
in  County  Tyrone,  as  ail  author. tie-,  it 
reay  be  repeated,  agree  ‘chat  Archer  was  a 
Kilkenny  family,  an  illustration  of  the 


V* S  r->  rr 

u  v  W  Wo  * •*.  w  »  m.w 


followin': 


■W  ^i-O 


"Tcmbstcno  in  C aunty  Tipperary,  Ireland. 
(In  Latin,  translated  so  far  as  inscript¬ 
ion  is  clear). 


"Memorials  of  tho  Load  in 
Ireland,"  Vol.  4,  pages 
470-71-72.  G.  •/.  Gibbs 
and  Son,  Dublin,  1890. 


"Karo  lios  Edmund  Archer,  burgess 
Thurles,  rho  died  on  the  18th.  cf 
1520,"  etc. 


o~—;- 
~~  »'  ^  o  y 


The  author  comments  on  same  as  f o__cws : 


•  iiw  x  »*v/«  C  *—  w v»a »  w ^  -  — -  y  i 

so  that  it  is  strange  to  find  the  -a;.:,  in 

County  Tippers  eg’.  Inquisitions  do  not  •: - - 

tion  the  u-mo.  duo  family  arms  inscribed 
Bh  the  tombs,  so  far  as  the  letters  have 
.Survived  the  ravages  of  time,  appear  as 
foluvws «  , 


2^. 


"A  chevron  between  three  pheor.c,  points 
downwards-  Tho  Archer  coat  of  arms." 


j  ^  V 


-  **v*V  r  v  • 


The  ebovo  constitutes 
of  the  article  on  tho  Archer 
remnants  of  the  coat  of  arm  thereon  c: 
incido  with  the  Archer  arm  in  Burke ’ a 
"General  Armory." 


Also  the  Archer  arm  cf  Cornwall,  hauler.' 
as  Given  by  Burko,  agree  in  detail  vit- 
above,  reveal inn  eaoed  proof  cf  the  cca- 
nectica* 


Burke’s  "General  Armory", 
pa Go  23. 


Vr>  n>T  p—  £  ■ 
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Archer  arms,  Cornwall, 

3a,  a  chcv  engraved,  er, 
pheons  or*" 

"Crest-  A  cuivor  full  of  arrows  per.’ 


"Irish  Pedigrees"  Vol.2, 
pace  5.  John  O’Uart. 


hr.  O’Hart  states  "A  typographical  His¬ 
torical  hap  of  Ancient  Ireland  shews 
Archer  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  arise: 


pal  families  from  tho 
century,  when  map  was  arranged. 


*.  "|  4-v,  -r' 

A.  _  ^  •—  «  Wv  v  _  w  ^  « 


"System  of  Heraldry", 
Alex.  Nisbot,  Vol.  1, 
page  113. 


It  therefore  would  appear  from  those 
source 3  that  Srmnr.cn  Arch-  r,  she  emigres 

A  i/ hi  O  A  J  Wu.  W  ^  —  w 

^  ^  ^  *  —• !  o  -v  —*  —  >  T  -▼  —  - '  *-  —  — \ 

X  A  —  - - - - 

coma  name,  which  had  emigrated  to  Ire-lan 
during  the  12th.  century.  So  far  ee  oho 
writer’s  observations  have  obtained,  no 
indications  appear  tho  Virginia  Archers 
descendants  of  tho  Scot  A  r chore .  hr.  2.* 
bet,  in  his  "System  cf  Heraldry ",  refers 
only  to  tho  Archer  family  as  Archer  cf 
England. 


Ao  A.  ^  *  mw 


"It  is  wise  for  U3  to  recur  to  tho  history  of  cur 
ancestors.  Those  who  do  not  look  upon  thomsolvoa 
connecting  the  past  with  tho  future  do  not  perform  rhoir 
duty  to  tho  world." 

'lobster. 


**  *  j.  ~ 
v  J 


kr.  E.  C.  Roberson,  author  of  tho  preceding,  has  V-:n  fisr 
shirty  years  a  research  worker  for  the  American  Historical  Society, 
Inc.,  of  :;ew  York  City;  is  a  member  of  tho  Pennsylvania  Hi  ..corneal 
Society,  tho  iocryland  h  -norical  Society,  tho  Virginia  Historical 
Society  and  tho  National  Genealogical  Society  of  Washington,  D.  C. 


tfr  o 


"Stror.gbovr, n  the  noble  lonod  frcouently  in  the-  foregoing  by  b 
iwrencs-Archcr  end  Roberson,. in  whose  following  it  is  rclai 


.  u  vJ  S-k  wTi 
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from  England  to  Ireland,  and  to  rb.cn  they  were  probably  related  by 
of  kindred,  was  in  reality  the  Earl  of  Per.br oka . 


Tho  title  of  Earl  of  Pembroke  has  been  held  successively  by 
English  families,  the  jurisdiction  rad  dignity  of  a  palatine  earl 
being  originally  attached  to  it.  The  first  creation  dates  from  1133, 
the  earldom  of  Pembroke  was  conferred  by  hi ng  Stephen  on  Gilbert  da  Cla 
^died  11*13),  sen  cf  Gilbert-Fitz  Richard,  who  possessed  the  Lordship  of 
Strigul  (Er- trighniel)  in  the  Domesday  Look. 

Richard  do  Glare,  second  Earl  of  Pembroke  {died  1176),  ccmroni*.  • 
as  ”Etron;~bc-.y. 77  sen  cf  Gilbert  do  Clare,  tho  first  Earl,  succc.dad  ; a  __ 
father’s  estates  in  1148.  In  that  year,  Derma t,  King  of  Leinster.  ariv 
cut  of  his  kingdom  bp  Roderick,  King  cf  Connaught,  came  to  solicit  help 
from  ilor.ry  II,  Tie  secured  the  services  of  Earl  Richard,  premising  him 


is  daughter  Eva  and  the  succession  to  Leinster 


-O 


over  in  person  (1170)  and  took  .'aterferd  and  Dublin  t.*r.d  was  married  so 
3  trough  cv:  was  the  statesman  and  the  Fitzgeralds  were  the  soldiers  cf  oh 
conquest.  no  was  buried  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Dublin,  where  his 
effigy  and  that  of  his  wife  are  still  preserved. 

(Ency.  Brittennica. ) 


Lota--  In  Ireland  Fitz  means  "son  of’:  as  Gilbert-Fitz  Richard, 
Gilbert  son  of  Richard. 


Q’i-tero’s  Irish  Pedigrees,  Vox.  2,  Pages  723-9: 


famous 


%  rt. 


boro  the  title  - 


"Gilbert  do  Clara, 

Da  Lrcu  Port!  -  which  translated  moans  -  Of  the  Stro 
This  same  title  was  given,  to  his  son  Richard  and  ho 
called  ’Strongbox’*  " 


—  si>  - 

t7Q3 
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Quoting  from  Darke’s  "Poorages  of  tho 

British  Empire, " 

9  \ 

>  . 

"The  Lords  Archer  of  Umbers la do  bore  a  shield  of  azure,  with 
arrows  gold,  the  points  downward,  being  the  arris  cf  their  ancient 
long  cottlcd  at  Umbers loco,  followers  of  the  h’arlo  of  ferric’:.  C 
Archer  family  is  of  Herman  origin,  being  descendants  of  Pulse rt  1 
Afchcro  ana  his  son  Robort>  the  latter  coming  to  England  in  the  ■ 
invasion  and  v/hosc  nano  is  recorded  in  Dottle  Abbey  as  -rising  re: 
notable  sorvico  to  ".'illia'n  tho  Conqueror.  Dhcre  v;as  a  yet  more  : 
:;nrk  of  7/iiiiem*o  favor  manifested  by  his  act  in  entrusting  she  c 
tion  of  irince  Henry  to  Robert  lo  hr  chore.  How  efficiently  the  : 
discharged  his  trust  history  bears  witnoss,  for  when  the  Prince  c 
the  throne  as  Henry  I,  he  was  kner/n  to  the  world  as  "Henry  the  Cc 
King  Henry  shore red  honors  and  benefits  upon  his  procopoor, 
tha  beginning,  therefore,  the  Archer  family  took  its  place  in  Dr.; 
society  as  of  the  "landed  gentry."  At  the  time  of  tho  American  7 
lution  the  titular  head  of  tho  family  in  England  was  Lord  Themes 
Earon  of  UmborsladeT" 

Quoting  from  anotloer  volume: 
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"Archer  of  Trolaske: 

Lineage:  The  Archers  cams  into 
Ties  name  is  found  on  the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey.  It  has  been  tori: 
written  as  Le  Archer  or  nr  chard.  Robert,  sor.  of  Talbert  Ar 
tutor  of  Henry  I  and  received  a  grant  of  sever,  manors,  Ccur. 
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Cue  of  the  family*  via.  Thornes  Archer.  -..-P.,  County  Berwick 
created  by  letters  patent  1747,  Baron  Archer  of  Umbers led Conn 
Carsick. 

The  line  before  us  has  been  settled  in  Cornua 11  absv 
He  find  in  the  record  of  Assize  Roll  at  Launceston,  cf  the 
of  Bct.ard  I,  Henry  le  Archer  holding  lands  with  tha 
his  wife,  of  Dycnis  his  daughter;  also  of  Amadeus, 

Archer . 

The  elder  branch  originally  seated  at  Lizard  (where  the  nam 
Aroher  still  exists ).  became  extinct  by  the  marriage  cf  Ja  me,  da- 
of  Arc  hard  of  Archer,  with  Omcs  Lovclis,  in  the  reign  cf  Edward 

A  younger  branch,  however,  still  continued,  of  which  Dolan  A: 
was  Vl.  P.  for  Helcton  1452,  and  Thomas  Archer  at  tho  head  of  a  s- 
scripticn  list  for  rebuilding  Bodmin  Church  1453. 

Seat  -  Trolaske,  near  Launceston. 


Prom  another  volume  by  Sir  Bernard  Burke: 

Archer  -  Barons  Archer  of  Umbcrslado,  County  Warwick, 
by  Letters  Fb.tost,  dated  14  July,  1747. 
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It  is  thought  Soi: o con  Archer,  the  emigrant,  derived  hie  Christian 
nemo  from  the  Sampson  family,  which  vns  suite  prominent  in  County 
Tyrone,  Ireland  prior  to  our  brunch  cT  tho  archer,  family  emigrating  to 
America.  The  Sampson  family  has  had  famous  members  in  England.  Ireland 
and  Talos. 

The  first  known  bearer  of  tho  Sampson  ncme  in  England  res  Ralph  do 
St,  Sampson,  a  brothor  of  James,  first  Norman  Archbishop  of  York,  v.ho 
a i ah  Ralph,  had  boon  educated  as  the  chargs  of  Cdo,  half  brother  of 
'■/i Ilian  the  Conqueror.  In  tho  Sampson  genealogy  it  is  stated  the 


-r*r  1  ^  ~ 


Sampson,  family  cams  into  Ireland  with  Strongbox,  the  lari 
This  would  indicate  they  ' cr.ma  with  the  Archers,  as  suggesi 
foregoing  article  by  J.  H.  Lav/ronce-.-.rchci,  ur.d  comment  by  .hr.  Roberson 

Iv.  is  surmised  that  some  ancestor  of  Sampson  Archer,  the  emigrant, 
mrric-  a  Sampson  and  the  maiden  name  of  his  mother  or  grand:,  .other  was 
given  him  for  his  Christian  name.  This  is  mere  supposition  but  ream 
reasonable  in  viow  of  tho  above  rationed  facts,  ./eight  is  adc-.d  to 
this  conclusion  when  it  will  be  remembered  the  Biblical  name  is  Seamen, 
/■he reas  the  English  surname  is  Sampson. 

The  first  Sampson  of  record  in  America  was  Henry  Sampson,  who  was 
a  passenger  on  tho  "mayf lower.'1 


"Henry  Sampson,  cousin  of  Edward  Tillie 
and  his  wife,  cams  in  the  IVouyficwer  to  Plymouth. 
Proprietor.  Freeman  Jan.  5,  1633-6;  volunteer 
for  tho  Peouot  War  in  163?;  Commissioner  of 
Court.  FTe  removed  to  Duxbury.  Jill  dated  Octo¬ 
ber  24,  1684." 

(Pope’s  Pioneer  Families  of  Lassachusetts. ) 


Chapter  Two, 

John  and  Sampson  Archer,  The  Emigrants 


MI  go  (always,  other  things  being  equal) 
for  the  man  who  inherits  family  traditions 
and  cumulative  humanities  of  at  least  four 
or  five  generations," 


Oliver  Wendell  Holmes, 


<7/ 
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Foreword. 


In  this  ago  whon  well  nigji  tho  r;hole  oerth  lios  just  outside  cur 
neighborhood;  w hen  tho  morning  paoc-r  and  the  radio  bring  us  rows  of 
almost  every  portion  of  tho  globe;  when,  the  heart  of  Africa  and  the 
frozen  roigons  of  tho  Arctic  zono  have  boon  explored  end  charted; 
when  there  is  scarcely  a  rogion  in  which  the  travolcr  may  nos  venture 
with  security;  when  tho  sa;ee  broad,  smooch  highways  our  cars  roll 
over  from  day  to  day  probably  cover  trails  pounded  by  tho  fact  of 
redskins  not  so  many  ycar3  ago,  it  is  difficult  to  realize  just  what 
the  conditions  were  amid  t.hich  our  pioneer  ancestors  lived.  The 
wonders  of  the  world  are  scarcely  any  longer  wonderful*  Vie  may  now 
travel  for  pleasure  whore  ono  hundred  fifty  years  ago  it  was  more 
dangerous  to  venture  than  to  board  the  itoinoan  lion  roused.  The  "  't 
terra  incognita  that  stretched  inimitably  ccforo  the  eager  eyes  of 
our  forebears  is  es  familiar  to  us  as  a  city  park  to  tho  inhabitants 
about  it;  and  the  trackless  wild  which  seamed  to  3 wallow  then  up  is 
a  part  of  the  habitual  round  of  tho  present  pleasure  traveling  public 
In  their  day  every  "tree  end  bush  and  patch  of  weeds  might  conceal  a 
crafty  Indian  with  his  deadly  arrow,  Mo  one  who  has  tho  least  con¬ 
ception  of  what  these  nen  and  women  endured  will  question  thoir  cour¬ 
age.  To  face  death  was  nothing  unusual 
place,-  it  was  an  incident  of 
of  soldiers  in  the  field.  Th 
as  a  matter  of  fact.  1st 


o  them  but  was  the  c 
their  lives  as  it  is  to-day  in 
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ally  in  the  rush  of  present  day  existence  and  give  thanks 
those  hardy  pioneers  who  planted  the  first  foot  stops  of  society  and 
civilization,  and  loft  to  uo,  thoir  descendants,  the  rich  inheritance 
of  an  immanuo  empire  blost  with  peaco  and  v:eaith. 


Come  with  me.  Listen  to  the  heroic  record  of  your  pioneer  sr.ee: 
tors,  who  were,  among  others,  the  torch  bearers  of  civilization  and 
standard  bearers  of  popular  government.  There  is  nothing  of  which  r.i 
need  be  ashamed  una  much  of  which  wo  smy  well  be  proud.  i..en  and  west 
alike  they  faced  the  conditions  with  undaunted  hearts,  for  they  were 
intrepid  souls.  Peace  be  with  them. 


"Tho  moving  Finger  writes;  and,  having  writ, 
Hove s  on:  nor  ell  your  i'iety  nor  wit 
Shall  lure  it  back  to  cancel  half  a  lino, 
Nor  all  your  Tears  wash  out  a  iVord  of  it." 
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Abbreviations  used  in  chi3  cook: 
b.-born.  d.-dicd. 

m. -married.  ca-  about  or  approximate. 

D.3.-  Deed  Book,  iron  Clerk’s  Office*. 

O.B,-  Order  Boole 
VI. II.-  bill  Book 

L.B.-  Land  Book,  from  Stato  Lend  Office,  Staxe  Capitol,  Kicbmcnd,  V«. 
Ibid-  Same  volume  as  that  used  in  pro  cod  in  a*  paragraph, 

CkuLkley-  Abstracts  of  Augusta  County  Seconds  by  Lyman  Cbaikhey. 

O.T .I.!.-  Oren  7.  Horton’s  "Gleanings  Among  the  Virginias.” 

VvL,-  Virginia  Historical  magazine,  published  by  the  Virginia 
Historical  Society,  Richmond,  Virginia, 

Hennings-  Hennings’  Statutes. 


The  genealogy  of  the  Virginia  Counties  in  which  our 
Archers  lived  - 

1733-  Augusta  County  forjeod  from  Crar.gc  County.  Just  a  fan  item  in 
Orange;  much  Archer  data  in  „_gusta  where  they  were  prominent. 


1770-  Botetourt  County  formed  from  Augusta;  it  is  scuthwoc 

Augusta.  Daring  the  Revolution  dost  of  our  Archers  rare  here. 


During  the  bar  betreon  the  States  Tost  Virginia  res  forma  of 
Greenbrier-  and  othor  rest ora  counties  of  Virginia  that  opccccd  seces¬ 
sion  fro  is  the  Union. 


BEFORE  THERE  A- BBS  COUKTV  JUDGES  Ik  VIRGIN Li. 

In  Virginia  before  the  Revolution  each  county  was  divided  into 
iro  or  more  Parishos,  and  in  each  Parish  res  found  one  or  mere  churches . 

The  warders  and  vestrymen  of  those  Parishes  had  the  land  in  their 
jurisdiction  process/ sued,  that  is  surveyed,  and  levied  teres  cn  it  for 
the  support  of  the  churches  and  the  indigents  of  the  Parish*  They  ap¬ 
pointed  and  supervised  the  tax  collectors,  administered  the  ’’Old  „ge 
Pensions,”  made  provision  for  the  care  of  the  poor  orphans,  elected  ervd 
paid  the  C lords  of  Vestry,  t'~  t  ministers  and  other  of  f  icicle.  These 
rat  dens  and  vestrymen  rare  chosen  for  their  Christian  character,  their 
business  ability  and  their  willingness  to  ba  of  scrvico  to  their  com- 

r»w  -*>-»•  ^  -*  0  3  ^ 

Then  the  Scotch-Irich  settled  in  Virginia  they  patterned  their 
county  government  after  that  of  tho  older  counties.  Bishop  Lease  Vol. 
2,  p.  313)  states  tho  first  election  of  the  Vestry  over  held  in 
Augusta  was  in  1745,  the  first  meet''  g  of  tho  Vestry  was  in  17*1-7. 

~evn  Archer  and  John  Hat  thews  wars  elected  vestryman  in  1745.  a  -  ~r.~  ~ 
Archer  served  in  the  same  capacity  a  few  years  later.  "The  Vestry  was 
composed  of  tho  most  prominent  and  most  influential  men  in  the  county.- 


■» 


A  photostatic  copy  of  the  old  Vestry  Hook  of.  Au^sta  P  arish  is 
in  Virginia  State  Archives,  Richmond,  Virginia.  For  the  first  twenty 
years  Archer  is  frequently  found  on  the  book  as  vestryman  or  warder.. 
Then  Sampson  Archer  moved  away,  so  did  his  children  and  John  Archer 
ceased  to  serve. 

In  1748  there  wore  three  churches  in  Augusta  Parish,-  Timber  ?.i 
New  Providence  end  Falling  Spring.  The  last  named,  near  Natural  ~ri 
was  first  a  log  church  end  at  one  tine  the  members  had  to  fortify  it 
against  the  Indians.  The  site  commands  3  wide  and  inspiring  view,  arc 
to-day  in  1959,  a  beautiful  though  simple  church  mends  on  the  site  c. 
tho  old  one.  The  cemetery  adjacent  is  a  large  one  and  some  of  the 
stones  date  back  to  tho  latter  part  of  the  18th.  century.  This  v-as 
church  of  the  Archors  and  ..mtthews. 
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Here  is  the  resting  place  of  the  ashes  of  the  ancestors  of 
tho  families  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  men  whose  names  are  woven  by 
their  descendants  in  the  web  of  political  and  religious  courts  in  v 
colors.  Hera  are  the  sepulchres  of  men  who  turned  the  wilderness  into 
habitations,  and  after  assembling  on  a no  hillside  to  worship  the  Cod 
of  their  fathers,  are  gathered  here  to  wait  the  coming  of  the  80a  of 
God,  ttften  tho  graves  shall  give  up  their  dead* 
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LINE  OF  DESCENT  IN  FOLLO  .'.'I'vG  PACE! 
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All  Claimants  to  America  from  Ulster  in  Northern,  Ireland  have  beer, 
erroneously  colled  Scotch  Irish,  i.*any  of  then  were  o'*  pure  English  c> 


Thcroforo,  lr  the 
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scout,  among  then  being  tho  Archer; 
touching  on  emigration  to  America  from  northern  Ireland  please  bear 
in  mind  when  the  turn  Scotch-Irish  is  used. 


the 

end 


In  tho  year  1700  there  was  a  Scotch-Irish  colony  in  Ulster.  During 
Sir  at  half  of  tho  eighteenth  century  Berry,  A.;  trim,  Tyrone,  Ar_.agh 
Dorn  were  emptied  of  Protcotcnt  iiihabitants.  Private  letters  to 
Americans  from  their  relatives  there  at  that  time  speak  of  famines  and 
religious  persecution.  History  confirms  these  statements,  in  I71B  the 
tide  of  emigration  began  to  swell  into  great  proportions.  By  1737  it 
averaged  over  five  thousand  a  year.  Thera  was  a  famine  in  17-10  and  for 
some  years  the  number  who  loft  Ireland  grew  to  twelve  thousand  a  y-sr. 
By  far  the  largest  stream  of  emigration  entered  tho  United  Seat as  at 
Philadelphia .  Prom  1727  through  to  the  Revolutionary  7/nr  many  turned 
aside  into  Mew  Jersey,  but  a  famous  Scotch-Irish,  Quaker,  Pennsylvania 
Governor  directed  the  icain.  stream  west  in  the  steto  to  battle  on  the 
frontier  with  the  Indians.  They  crossed  the  Allegheny  -fountains  sc  ana 
headwaters  of  tho  Ohio;  they  followed  its  valleys  south  as  far  an  the 
mountains  extended;  they  settled  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  V.'eat  Virginia 
r.d  Kentucky.  It  is  true  what  a  modern  historian  of  the  Presbyterian 
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America  came  tho  Presbyterian  Church  to  stay.  Alexander  Campbell,  mess 
active  in  founding  the  Diet'd  pie  (Christian  Church)  came  hismelf  from 
Ulster.  These  early  comers  were  not  like  many  of  the  la tor  emigrants; 
they  were  not  poor  peasants  but  were  most  of  them  fairly  o.-eli  to  do>  end 
most  of  them  well  educated.  A  historian  says  of  them  they  were 


;t  o duca ted  o 


the  English  race.  They  were  ru 


..  u- 


vie 


tions, 
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men  set  in  their  ways  and  severe  in  their  j~ a -rents. 

for  their  faith,  loved  God,  prised  His  Bible,  clung  tc 


suite 

privilege  of  worshiping  together  freely,  and  practiced  liberty  and  cram  - 

«  A 


They  were  accustomed  to  representative  govs 
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system.  But  their  greatest  service  was  tha' 
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teen  cclor.ios  into  an  indanendent  republic. 
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of  helpir. 

Quoting  from  Bnayelooaadi 


"During  tho  American  Revolution  the  Presbyterian  Churches 


voticn 
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No  racial  cr  r  elinici.. 


throughout  the  Colonies  suffered  severely.  The 
bers,  especially  the  Scotch-Irish,  to  the  cause 
was  equalled  by  that  of  no  other  denomination, 
group  was  superior  to  them  in  inteilig  nee,  love  of  freeiem.  moral  film— 
ness  and  capacity  for  political  achievement."  A  recant  historian  has 
stated  that  General  Anthony  Jayne’s  famous  brigade  of  tho  "Pennsylvania 
Lins"  might  better  bo  called  tho  Irish  Line,  £3  it  was  composed  almost 
cnclusivcly  of  refugees  from  Ulster.  "77o  shall  find,"  says  D-rcrofe, 
"tha  first  voice  publicly  raised  in  America  to  dissolve  all  connection 
with  Great  Britain  came,  not  from  tho  Puritans  of  New  England,  or  tha 
Dutch  of  New  York,  or  tho  Planters  of  Virginia,  but  from  Scotch-Irish 
Presbyterians . " 


39. 


As  the  country  developed,  the  grant  of  lands  in  large  tracts  to 
gontlonan,  on  conditions  that  they  should  settle  bodies  of  tenants  cn 
then,  created  conditions  somewhat  feudol  in  thoir  form.  As  the  years 
progressed  and  the  settlements  extended  farther  to  the  vossward,  stout 
English,  Scotch  and  Scoteh-Irish  settlers  poured  into  the  western  dis¬ 
tricts.  Thus  the  population  was  composed  o'*  sundry  strains,  all  virile, 
sr.d  as  tho  race  pushed  westward  they  carried  with  them  the  distinctive 
civilization  which  still  shows  to-day  along  tho  lines  they  traveled, 
lcavinf,  its  impress  in  Virginia,  Test  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Illinois,  liipsouri  and  other  Qtatos. 


Quoting  from  "Annals  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  by  Joseph  A. 
Uadcell,  Member  of  the  Virginia  historical  Society: 


‘'The  early  settlers  of  Augusta  County  wore  people  of  tho  So-tch- 
Irish  race,  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  Tar  very  few  persons 
of  any  other  race  came  to  live  in  the  county.  Ulster,  the  most  northern 
province  of  Ireland,  is  composed  of  the  following  nine  counties:  Antrim, 
Armagh,  Cavan,  Deni  gal,  Dcv/n,  Fermanagh,  Londonderry,  iior.sghan  and 
Tyrone.  Tse  winter  of  1739  and  1740  is  known  in  Ulster  as  the  "tine  of 
the  black  frost,"  from  tho  unusually  dark  appearance  of  the  ice,  and 
because  the  sun  seldom  shone  during  its  continuation.  In  the  fail  of 
1759  many  of  the  mora  industrious  and  enterprising  inhabitants  fled  from 
scarcity  end  oppression  in  Ireland  and  came  to  America,  landing  cn  the 
Daiewaro  River  in  Pennsylvania,  -.any  of  these  soon  found  their  way  into 
the  wilderness  of  Augusta  County,  Then  came  the  Prestons,  Brcckonridge 
Posges,  Bolls,  Archers,  Trimbles,  Logans,  Lett hews  ana  others.  They  were 
dissenters  against  the  Church  of  England." 


About  1755-40,  from  County  Tyrone,  Ireland, 
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embarked  for  America;  soma  of  them  ware  John  Archer  and  Fo caeca  hi$ 


wife,  his  brother  Gamsson  A-wchcr,  with  Babe 

who  late: 


h  his  v.lf( 
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mronor,  sneer  s  ; oxer  wno  later  Drum  jor.r.  Stuart  —  , 

General  Till  inn  Thomases,  who  was  a  brother  cf  Uampscn  Archer’s  wife 
Robert  and  Har.aah  Sayers,  who  also  ceomsd  to  have  belonged  to  that 
family--  they  were  frionds  at  least  in  Ireland  and  Virginia.  The 


where  General  Villi cm 


Archers  and  Thompsons  landed  in  Pennsylvania, 

Thompson,  be  cams  very  prominent  in  the  land  cf  his  adoption,  and  died 
theroc 


•  i  — >  rt 
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In  tho  /rtsantine  Benjamin  Borden  and  hilliam  Beverly  had  baa::  grant¬ 
ed  thousands  of  acres  in  northwest  Virginia  on  condition  that  they  bring 
settlers  to  this  wilderness .  In  confirmation,  thereof  I  quota  from 
"Chronicles  of  Border  Varfars"  by  Tithe rs,  Pages  51  end  52: 
year  1755  General  Lewis  met  with  Benjamin  Borden  (who  hac 
cc;c3  to  tho  country  as  an  agont  of  Lord  Fairfax).  Border,  visited  Gross 
Britain  in  175?  and  cn  his  return  tc  Virginia  brought  with  him  upwards 
of  one  hundred  families,  to  sottio  on  his  grant  of  about  five  hundred 
thousand  acres.  Among  the  heads  of  the so  families  wore  John  Patton, 
son-in-law  of  Benjamin  Border,  Ephraim  I.icDowoll,  Hugh  Telford,  Paul  Ahite- 
lcy  who  settlod  on  Cedar  Crock,  Archibald  Alexander  who  settled  on 


John  Mathews  and  Sampson  Archer  were  born  about  the  same  time  and  had 
their  children  about  the  same  time* 
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Noi'tih  River,  Andrew  mooro  who  settled  adjoining  Alexander*  Smurr  on 
Archer  who  settled  at  Gilmore  ’  s  Spring  cast  of  the  Bridge  Tavern, 
and  Captain  John  Let  then  a,  who  married  Ann  Archer,  daughter  of  Ganyaon 
Archer,  who  settled  where  i.njor  mat thews  lives  below  the  Natural  Bridge. " 

So  Augusta  County,  os  it  was  named,  e  land  of  mountain  beycr.d 
mountain,  as  blue  as  the  cky  in  the  distance,  of  tumbling  streams  and 
fertile  valleys,  was  pictured  in  glowing  colors  as  the  21  Dorado  of 
the  homoless  emigrant.  Hence  earns  the  Archers  and  the  Matthews  and 
Sayers.  In  174S  tho  men  had  joined  the  militia  of  Augusta  County. 

Among  their  neighbors  ware  John  and  Ann  iiatthews  and  Robert  and  Hina-  ^ 
both  Rcnick.  Ail  old  writers  agree  that  Ann  mat  thews  and  Elizabeth 
Ror.ick  wore  daughters  of  Sampson  and  Rcbeckah  Archer.  Both  John  mat- 
thews  and  Robert  Rcnick  were  also  on  tho  rolls  of  the  Augusta  County 
iliiitia. 

Undaunted  by  the  dangers  that  beset  them  from  lurking  Indians  with* 
hostilo  eyes,  bows  and  arrows  and  the  dreaded  tomahawk,  wise  in  the  ways 
of  silent  approach  and  surprise  attacks,  these  stout-hearted  pioneers 
set  about  the  businass  of  erecting  homes  in  the  wilderness,  building 
roads  and  houses  of  worship,  raising  armies  for  protection  and  es¬ 
tablishing  a  government  in  this  new  land. 

John  Archer,  Sr.  appears  to  have  bear,  the  oldb"  of  the  two  broth¬ 


ers.  Ho  was  elected  a 
in  1745;  later  he  was 


•irst  Vestry  cf  Augusta  Parish 


'ccn  of 
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tho  Parish  and  Just 
K.s  was  in  great  demand  as  security  in  many  business  ventures  and  wit¬ 
nessed  a  score  or  sore  deeds  and  wills.  He  acquired  a  large  estate  of 
several  thousand  acres  of  land,  bonds,  etc. 

Chalklcy,  Vol.  I,  page  419,  shows  that  John  Archer,  Sr.  (an  old 
run  now),  ’’agreeable  to  an  Act  of  the  Virginia  Assembly”,  hired  a 
soldier  to  fight  for  him  during  the  Revolution,  and  that  ho  furnished 
beef  and  clothing  for  the  American  Army- 


His  wife,  whom,  he  married  in  Ireland,  seems  to  have  been  Rebec. 


Sayc 


3  as  the  Sayers  were  a.  her  wedding  and  she  left  all  of  her  crop- 
erty  to  thorn.  The  one  blct  on  the  otherwise  worthy  career  of  John 
Archer,  Sr.  7/as  drinking  to  excess  in  his  latter  cays.  This  ?:se  the 
causa  of  the  suit  for  separate  maintenance  brought  by  his  wife  in  17? 2. 
In  tho  disposal  of  his  estate  the  will  was  so  peculiarly 


was  the  subject  of  much  litigation  over  a  number  of  years, 
in.  L‘.- 31  and  his  widow  died  in  1789.  They  left  no  children. 


cica 


It  is  to  Sampson  and  Rcbcckah  Arc her  our  thoughts  turn,-  the 
founders  of  this  Archer  family  in  America.  Their  history  or.:,  that  of 
their  descendants  is  given  on  succeeding  pages. 


^The  v.'iso  man  knows  that  his  ancestors  ware  human  beings, 
with  hum o  attributes  and  shortcomings,  and  therefore,  he  ac¬ 
cepts  thorn  for  wba t  they  were,  and  tries  to  determine  his 
heritage  from  them.  •» 


-.e  • 
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SAxJ'SON  AHCIIart. 


G/Jvu?3CK  AKGITZ.l,  born  ia  County  Tyrone,  Irolar.d,  married  Robcek.'.h 
Thompson,  a  slater  of  General  ‘.VI  Hi  an  Thompson  of  Icnnsyivanin.  .'.bout 
1740,  after  a  stop  in  Pennsylvania,  Sana a on  Archer  bought  several  tracts 
of  lend  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia.  Colonial  Records  state  his  hone 
v:ac  near  Cilnoro ’ s  Spring,  non  Gilmore’s  mills,  in  Rockbridge  County, 
near  the  confluence  of  Cedar  Creek  and  jar-ea  River.  This  county  derive 
its  none  from  a  hugo  natural  bridge  of  rock  that  spans  Cedar  Creak, 
about  four  or  five  relic  a  from  its  mouth.  "Natural  arid  go'1 
of  Virginia’s  noted  summer  resorts,  one  cf  her  beauty  spot 
Matthews  descendants  of  John  I  live  near  there  non. 


non  one 
and  aca.e 


Natural  Bridge,  near  where  Sampson  Ar  cher  made  his  fi 
Virginia,  is  ono  of  the  meet  sublime  of  Mature’s  narks.  :da 
covered  Natural  Bridge  a  Nv;  hundred  years  ago.  But  Mature 
millions  of  years  had  worked  with  patient  labor  and  nagnifi 
to  construct  this  monumant  which  would  stand  for  all  tine: 
cubic  feet  of  rock;  25,000  tens  cf  stone.  This  was  Nature 
material.  lior  tool,-  a  simple  mountain  stream  flowing  tows 
Viith  these  Mature  achieved  her  miracle;  a  bridge  of  solid 
feet  acrc..s  and  too  hundred  fifteen  fast  high*  Shs  paints:, 
piece  wish  dull  red  and  ochre,  soft  shades  of  yellow  and  cr 
tracings  of  bluish  gray. 
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Natural  Bridge  is  so  closely  associated  with  the-  tradition,  hi 


nee  of  our  Nation  that  it  has  bo corns  an  American  landmark 


cr.d  re: 

fere  white  men  came  to  cur  shores 
ancient  wonder  and  called  at  'Tie 


the  monocan  Indiar.3  worships; 
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r^dtre  of  God." 


bought  the  Bridge  from  king  George  III  of  England,  in  1774,  for 


of  twenty  shillings 
purchase  and  made  a 
ir.gtcn—  engaged  by 


of  gOOv. 


t3v.^v.  a..u  lawful  money." 
map  or  it  with  his  own  hands. 


r-?  C' '  ^  ~ 

Lord  Fairfax,  proprietor  of  the  Northern  Mac 
Virginia —  included  Natural  Bridge  in  his  journeys.  The  initial 
"C-vH,”  may  be  seen  to-day  carved  into  the  south  east  wall  of  Nat 
Bridge,  twenty- three  feet  above  the  ground.  In  recent  years  a  1 
rock  unearthed  beneath  the  arch  also  bore  George  Washington* s  ir. 
ar.d  a  surveyor’s  cross. 
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Hare  within  a  few  Lilian  of  Natural  Bridge  Sampson  Archer  at  once 
interested  himself  in  his  country’s  welfare.  He  joined  the  militia 
in  174u;  and  from  1757  to  1751  he  was  a  Garden  of  Augusta  Vanish.  As 
mentioned  in  previous  pages,  to  serve  as  a  Garden  and  on  the  Vestry 
of  ..  .pasta  Parish  was  to  assume  a  position  of  prominence  and  honor. 

Ou:: ...mg  from  "Old  Churches  and  iiz ir.istors  end  Families  of  Virginia," 
by  (31  shop  Meade,  Chapt.  VTI,  page  319:  "The  County  of  Augusta  was 
organised  in  1738.  Its  boundrics  extended  from  the  line  a:  Cid  Fred¬ 
erick  on  the  north  along  tho  summit  of  the  Blue  Ridgo  Mountains  in¬ 
definitely  as  to  tho  south  end  west.  Its  Parish  was  known  as  the 
Parish  of  Augusta.  The  first  olection  that  vm3  ever  hold  in  tho  County 
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vi'.a  the  oloction  of  the  Vootry.  This  was  in  tho  year  1746,  end  resulted 
in  the  chcico  of  James  Patton,  John  Buchanon,  John. L ft dison,  Patrick 
Hayes,  John  Christian,  Col.  John  Ruchanon,  Robert  Alexander,  Tno runs 
Cordon,  James  Lochart,  -Tchn  Archer,  John  ...at  thews.  and  John  Lmith.  Be¬ 
tween  1755  end  1759,  Sauna  on  archer,  R  obort  Ereckonridgo  and  Israel 
Christian  wero  added  to  tho  V«atry.  T  heso  wore  among  tho  most  preni- 
nent  end  influential  man  in  the  County.  From  tho  records  ;hich  remain 
'of  their  various  meetings  and  deliberations  for  tho  general  g cod  no 
cannot  doubt  that  theyhwero  non  of  intelligence,  good  moral  character 
and  fidelity  to  the  trusts  committed  to  than.” 

Ahen  the  French  and  Indian  ..'a-  broke  out  in  1755  S  amps on  Archer 
was  made  Lloutenont,  and  again  in  1759  ho  also  helped  in  a  notarial  ray. 

That  ho  had  a  valuable  ostato  i3  attested  by  tho  number  of  roc pic 
for  whom  he  went  security  when  they  administered  on  estates  or  fur ni she  . 
guardianship  bonds.  From  tho  nature  of  the  work  assigned  both  John  a:.£ 
Sampson  Archer  when  they  served  on  the  Parish  Vestry  one  judges  they 
possessed  financial  acumen. 


In  the  spring  of  1751  Samps  on  Archer  resigned  as  «v’arden  of  tho 
Parish,  giving  as  his  reason  ho  was  leaving  the  state.  A  data  chows 
that  ho  and  Rebeckoh  were  in  York  County,  Pennsylvania  in  1755.  but 
ths  beauty  of  tho  Virginia  Valley  lured  Sampson  back  to  Augusta  in 
JL772,  but  not  to  jinke  a  home.  Further  west  a  new  Virginia  county  was 
being  formed  in  1778,-  Greenbrier,  a  grand  daughter  of  Augusta.  This 
too  is  a  beautiful  land  of  mountains,  fertile  valleys  and  sene  of  tho 
moot  notod  medicinal  springs  in  the  v/orld.  Tho  'unite  Sulphur  has  boar 
for  years, and  is  yet  America’s  playground  fer  those  of  affluence.  It 
is  located  nine  miles  from  Lewisburg,  the  county  scat.  It  is  not  pos¬ 
itively  ’mown  when  Sampson  _u*cher  removed  to  Greenbrier,  but  ho  prob¬ 
ably  went  with  nis  con  John  before  1774.  The  Census  of  1735,  tho  finer 
for  Greenbrier,  give  both  as  heeds  of  families  there,  in  If ,  tho  firo" 
year  of  extant  records,  Sampson  is  on  the  Grand  Jury.  /l$d 


Quoting  from  Lewis*  History  of  Jo  at  Virginia:  "u  n  more  mu  mar  a  •  a 

Vofcr  largo  numbers  of  pioneers  from  the  Valley  of  the  Gr  cenbrior  River 
were  in  the  Rattle  of  Point-  Pleasant,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  hur.a- 
wuh,  October  10,  1774;  while  hundreds  of  them  .-arched  with  Lord  I-un- 
moro  from  the  3a stem  Pan-handle  and  tho  South  Branch  Valley  to  the 
very  heart  of  the  Ohio  '.'7i la e_v.es 3,  where  the  Treaty  of  Camp  Charlotte, 
then  agreed  upon,  mm  do  possible  tho  Treaty  of  Pittsburgh  the  next  year, 
by  tho  terms  of  which  tho  Indians  wore  kept  quiet,  thus  enabling  General 
Cates-  then  a  resident  of  Jest  Virginia  -  to  collect  the  frau :ier 
soldiery  from  Low  York  to  Georgia  and  overthrow  iiuryoyne  at  Saratoga; 
and  at  the  cc:..o  time  make  possible  the  settlement  of  Kentucky,  whereby 
a  baso  of  operations  was  formed  for  General  George  Rogers  Clarke's  con¬ 
quest  of  the  Illinois  Country,  by  which  ho  Jurisdiction  of  Virginia, 
and  later  the  sovereignty  of  the  Unitod  States,  were  extended  to  the 
Uicsiscippi  River. 
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Vihon  tho  Revolution  cnr:o  no  '  nro  olso  could  be  found  mere  patriotic 
or  determined  spirits  then  wore  tho  frontiersman  of  'the  Dictrict  of  t/03t 
Augusta  and  the  settlers  in  the  Creontrier  Valloy:  These  border  rr.cn. 
throughout  the  years  of  tho  Revolution  were  forced  to  wage  war  alike 
against  tho  Eriton  frou  tho  son  and  the  savage  tho  wilderness 

beyond  tho  Ohio." 


In  the  early  yoara  of  the  Rovoluticn  Fort  Randolph  had 
to  protect  tho  settlors  on  the  12k  and  Kanawah  Rivers  from  t 
north  of  the  Ohio.  Later  the  fort  was  abar.dcnod  !y  the  71  rg 
and  tho  settlers,  John  and  Scarps  on  Archer  among  then,  had  to 
hones  andnovo  in  nearor  Lev;  is  burs*  In  1781  170  find  Sanpccn 
sen  John  Archer,  and  his  noi^bora  signin'?  a  potition  to  tho 
to  appoint  thirty  members  of  the  Groonbrior  militia  to  man  a 
were  determined  to  build  at  tho  couth  of  the  Elk  River  for 
of  tho  entire  county.  And  this  bravo  old  warrior,  who  has  1 
threo  score  and  ten  years  far  behind  him,  is  a  member  of  tho 
Lilitia  and  in  1781  marched  into  Kentucky  with  then. 
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liis  military  career  cnd3,  as  it  began,  with  the  County  I/dlitia,  the 
duty  nearest  hone.  Nothing  ha3  boon  found  of  P.obeckah  Archer  since  the 
deed  of  17G5.  She  i.x ly  have  diod  in  Pennsylvania  or  cay  have  lived  in 
Greenbrier  until  1783,  but  not  later  we  are  sure,  for  in  the  latcsr  part 
of  that  year  Sampson  muds  an  assignment  to  which  her  name  would  havs 
been  affixed  had  she  been  alive. 


.There  Sampson  Archer  sleeps  wo  could  not  ascertain.  Robert  Arm¬ 
strong,  of  old  Augusta  days,  who  administered  on  the  estate  of  his 
brother  John  Archer,  administered  on  the  estate  of  Sampson  also,  in  17^ i 
indicating  the  approximate  date  of  his  death.  The  Armstrong  graveyard 
is  about  ten  miles  from  Lowisburg,  Rest  Virginia,  the  second  oldest 
burial  greundin  the  state,  and  porhap3  he  rests  there. 


"Beneath  those  rugged  elms,  that  y6 a  tree's  shade, 

\7nere  heaves  the  turf  in  many  a  mouldering  heap. 

Each  in  his  narrow  cell,  forever  laid. 

The  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet  sleep." 

i ^c(jl£.CCJK  '''hVu^O-4-  l*4Ug{\Ct  ■  I  /  $J  t  s\  D 
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Children  of  Sampson  and  Rebeckah  Thompson  Archer: 


1 / 


Anr.t,  married  J  oh  n  ”  L  A  tth  e  u  s  -  see  Matthews  Excursus. 

Elizabeth,  married  Robert  Renick  -  see  Renick  Excursus. 

JcV.rv  Avchnr  -  sec  Chapter  Two. 

Samp 3 on  Archer,  Jr.,  mentioned  on  Augusta  rocords  in  1777,  was  in 
Company  5,  Virginia  Regulars  of  tho  Revolution.  He  removed  to 
Restmorelnnd  County,  Pennsylvania,  whore  in  1792  he  vms  Commander 
of  Co.  4  of  the  County  Militia.  There  cro  other  Pennsylvania 
items:  see  military. 

Joshua  Archer  -  sao  the  following: 


J 
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Colonial  and  Revolutionary  rtmJLlioc  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  John  7/.  Jorden,  L.L.D.  Ex.  General  Registrar  of 
Sons  of  tho  Ra volution  of  Pennsylvania.  Vol.  2,  page 
945-  Lioutenant  Joshua  Archer. 

Lioutonant  Joshua  Archer,  son  of  Sampson  and  Rebeckak  Thompson 
Archer,  ucs  bom  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia  during  the  year  X2^. 

During  his  early  lifo  ho  accompanied  his  uncle  General  william  Thompson 
on  his  surveying  expeditions.  Tney  rcore  the  first  visits  nan  to  visit 
any  part  of  riiat  is  now  Fleming  County,  Kentucky,  in  1775,  They  also 
discovered  tho  Upper  Salt  Licks  of  Kicholas  County,  K  cntucky. 

Joshua  Archer  servod  in  tho  Revolution  under  Colonel  Arthur  St. 
Clair  in  1776,  as  Sergeant  in  Captain  Jillian  Eutler's  Company.  In 
1777  ho  nos  Lioutonant  of  a  Company  of  Riflemen,  co;jL*andcd  by  Captain 
John  Kelson,  and  subsequently  acted  as  scout  and  spy  under  General 
George  Royers  Clark  and  aorved  until  tho  cloco  of  the  R  evolution. 

He  T/as  killed  by  the  Indians  near  Louisville,  Kentucky  in  1800  and 
Gcnoral  George  Rogers  Clark  delivered  the  funeral  oration  at  his  curial. 

Tvhile  in  service  at  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant  Archer  mat 
and  married  Jans,  daughter  of  Captain  Joseph  and  i..ary  Ferguses  Hunter, 
both  natives  of  Antrim,  Ireland,  Tho  settled  in  Cumberland  County. 
Pennsylvania  eerly  in  tho  18th.  century#  Captain  Joseph  Hunter  s 
in  1799  with  General  George  Regers  Clark,  and  ho  helped  to  osteal 
Fort  Jefferson  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River. 

D.A.R.  Lineage  Book  59,  pages  124  und  215,  give  the  military 
record  of  Joshua  Archer. 
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VIRGINIA  idlLTTAKY  RECORDS. 


Colonial  iVara  and  The  African  Rovolution. 


Crosier's  Virginia  Colonial  militia  p.  91: 

Augusta  County  Militia  1742  -  Captain  John  Smith  - 
Privates  -  John  Archor,  Sr mo son  Archer  and  Janos  Sayors. 
The  above  item  is  found  in  Chalkley  Vol.  3,  p.  3G&. 


Chaikioy  Vox.  1,  p.  74  -  Nov.  13,  1750  -  St  .ups  on  Archer  qualified 
as  Lieutenant  of  Lilitia.  Augusta  O.B.  5,  p.  247. 


Hcnrmng's  Statutes,  Vol.  7. 

P.  179  -  Militia  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia  end  for  provisions  furnish¬ 
ed  by  sundry  inhanitanta  of  the  said  county  — 

Aucu.jt.,  3.733  -  For  Militia,  Captain  Abrchan  Smith,  Lieutenant 
•Sana son  Archer 

P.  183  -  September,  17 5S  -  Lioutenant  Sampson  Archer. 

?%  194  -  Paid  Sanpson  Archor  for  two  horses  lest  X  ^3  cd. 

"  "  "  provisions  for  Indians  Xl  9s  cd- 


Virginia 

Accounts 


Historical  Magazine  Vol.  15,  p.  254. 

of  Officers  of  French  and  Indian  Y/or  -  Copt.  Abraham  Smith. 


Register  of  Colonial  Paiuea  of  America  In  the  Svaoo  of  /ir/ytr-.a. 
P.425  -  "Ancestors"  -  Samos  on  Archer,  Officer  in  Col-rnoal  V/ars. 


Greenbrier  D.D.  I,  p.  75  -  Sr.nuson  Archer,  (Sr.),  in  ar.  as  si  gamer.';  ._^da 
to  Robert  Armstrong  in  Greonbricr  County,  Virginia,  among  other  things., 
irrelevant  to  the  subject  in  hand,  assigns  -  "Likewise  all  my  Eight; r 
Titlo  and  Interest  in  any  Pay,  Y/ages  or  other  E  moluments  whatsoever 
which  are  or  cmn  hereafter  may  be  due  me  for  my  service  on  the  R-ee- 
dition  which  went  from  her,  co  to  Kentucky  in  -ho  year  1781. " 

Soaled  v/ith  my  seal  and  dated  this  20th*  Joy  of  November  1785. 

Signed  —  Sampson  Archer  (Seal). 

Test  -  Y/u.  K.  Cavendish,  John  Archer  and  T.'iHiam.  A  rbuckie. 


0 p.  127  -  Greenbrier  Court  1782;  refers  to  the  march  of  "The 
Greenbrier  militia  into  Kentucky  In  -7S1."  There  are  references  to 
this  march  on  Greenbrier  hooks  other  than  this. 


Public  Claims  of  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  State  Archives  -  April 
Court  1732,  allows  John  Cloyd  parent  for  a  blanket  furnished  "Tho 
Greenbrier  Militia  on  thoir  march  into  Kentucky  in  17S1." 

Tae  three  items  above  show  that  c'-npson  Archer  was  an  active 
member  of  the  Greenbrier  Militia  during  th3  Revolution.  This  makes 
hifi  d ascendents  eligible  to  Sons  of  the  Rovolution  and  Daughters  of 
the  Rovolution.  Tnese  societies  require  that  one's  ancestor  ror.dor 
activo  service  in  tho  army.  Also  it  makes  Sunpson  Archer's  descendants 
oligiblo  to  Daughters  of  tho  American  Revolution  and  Sons  of  tho 
American  Revolution.  His  sorvico  in  Colonial  7/ars  likowiso  renders  hiu 
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descendants  eligible  to  Colonial  Dames  and  Sons  of  Ccloniol  Kars. 

'  .  t 

,'£IC;SYLVA2IIA. 


Pennsylvania  Archives,  Fifth  Series,  Vol.  2,  p.  1  -  Colonol  vVillie.-: 
Thomnson's  Battalion  of  Rif lemon. 


Colonol  Taompson's  Battalion  of  Riflemon,  oo  stylod  in  General 
V.ra  sh  in  g  ton's  General  Orders,  Teas  enlisted  during  the  latter  part  of 
Juno  and  the  beginning  of  July,  1775,  in  pursuance  of  a  Resolution 
Congress,  dated  June  14,  for  raising  6  companies  of  export  riflemen 
Pennsylvania,  2  in  Maryland,  2  in  Virginia,  .xhich  os  soon  ns  ccmpio 
wore  to  join  the  army  near  Boston. 


Ibid  p.  571  -  Thompson,  7;illian,  promoted  from  Colonel  to  Brigadier 
General,  1st.  U.S.  Continental  Lino,  inarch  1,  1776.  Vsc  captured  at 
Three  Rivers,  Canada,  June  8,  1776  -  exchanged  October  2b,  1750  for  i'ajor 
General  Do  Riedesol:  died  at  Carlislo,  Pennsylvania  dept.  5,  1781. 


Colonial  and  Revolutionary  Families  of  1  ennsyl vania,  by  John  Y.:.  Jordon, 
L.L.D.,  Vol.  1,  p.  639. 

Colonel  Thompson’s  Rifle  Battalion,  the  first  armed  force  from 
Pennsylvania  to  march  to  General  ‘.’.'ashing ton's  camp  at  Cambridge,  Jmcs- 
achusotts,  left  Carlisle,  Cumberland  County,  July  15,  1775,  and  reacted 
the  camp.  at  Cambridge  August  8,  1775. 

Key  to  The  memorial  to  Brain  Boromiho  by  L.  G.  Archer  and  Company, 
Philadelphia,  P.  34.  -  The  Thompson  Family  came  into  Irslor.u  from 
Kr.  gland  1688. 


Sampson  Archer,  Jr. 

Saffel's  p.  287  -  Sampson  /-char  1777,  private  in  5th.  Company  Virginia 
Regulars,-  Colonol  Nathaniel  Gist:  Captain  Thomas  Bell. 

Abstracts  of  Administrations  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pennsylvania,  Vol.  2 
p«  252  -  Sampson  Archer  security  for  an  administrator  of  an  estate  1792. 

Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  6,  Vol.  4,  p.  170  -  Return  of  the  West¬ 
moreland  County  Zwilitia  Doc.  12,  1792-  Capt.  Sampson  Archor,  Commander 
of  Company  4. 

Ibid  p.  217  -  Sampson  Archer,  Captain  2nd.  Battalion  Rifle  Company,  West¬ 
moreland  County  militia  —  July  2,  1793. 

Ibid  Vol.  5,  pps.  660-9,  records  a  payroll  of  the  ranging  party  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Sampson  Archer,  .Vo stmor eland  County,  Pennsylvania, 
may  1792. 

Vtestmoroland  County,  Pennsylvania  wa3  formerly  Jest  Augusta  County, 
Virginia.  ^ 
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SAMPSON  ARCHER,  THE  EMIGRANT. 

References. 

File  422,  Chancery  Papers  of  Augusta  County,  V-irglnia. 

Staunton,  Virginia,  March  7,  1772-  Rebecca,  Wife  of  John  Archer,  (Sr.), 
sued  for  separate  maintenance  because  her  husband  drank  to  excess. 
Among  her  witnesses  -  Snnnson  Archer,  (Sr.),  Elizabeth  Stuart  and 
Kann3h  Sayers  testified  they  sav/  the  marriage  of  John  and  Rebecca 
Archer  in  County  Tyrone,  Ireland  upwards  of  30  yo«rs  ago  -  "boing 
there  with  our  eyes  and  ears.”  This  proves  the  land  of  hi3  nativity. 


Kis  marriage —  Jordon’s  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  F  rmiliea  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  Vol.  2,  p.  045-  "Lt.  Josaua  Archer,  son  of  Sampson  and 
F.ebeckah  Thompson  Archer,  in  early  life  accompanied  his  uncle  G<?r.oral 
William  Thompson  on  his  surveying  expeditions;  they  were  the  first 
white  men  to  visit  what  is  now  Fleming  County,  Kentucky,  in  1775." 


That  the  Archers  stopped  in  Pennsylvania —  L.3.  23,  p.  605 —  June  1749- 
Jchn  Arch or  4 CO  A.  in  Augusta  County,  for  20  S  the  importation  of  4  "7^ 
people,-  Fronds  McCown  and  wife  Mary;  Madison  McCown  end  wife  Zliaa- 
u  e  i/** . 


O.F.M.  p.  6-  Among  the  people  who  came  from  Irolund  to  Philadelphia, 
then  to  Virginia,  were  Francis  McCown  and  Mnry  his  wife*  Other  ref¬ 
erences  state  the  same. 


O.F.M.  p.  101-  Surveyed  for  Sampson  Archer  308  A.  in  Elk  Meadow  in  1745. 
Land  Entry  Book,  Augusta  County  1749-  Sampson  Archer  400  A.  adjoining 
his  homo  tract. 

Virginia  Lend  Book  34,  p.  727-  September  1760,  Sempson  A  rchor  75  A. 
on  a  draft  of  Anderson’s  Branch.  This  is  an  important  deed. 

Augusta  D.B.  9,  p.  366-  Sampson  Archer  and  Robeckah  his  wife,  to  John 
Archer,  Gent.,  for  tl00,  380  A.  on  a  branch  of  Middle  called  Elk 
Meadow.  Delivered  to  John  Archer  in  1765. 

Vestry  Service  of  John  and  Sampson  Archer,  the  emigrant  brotr.ers. 

Vestry  Book  of  Augusta  Parish,  Virginia,  State  Archives,  Richmond, 
Virginia*  P„  I-  John  Archer  and  John  Matthews  on  the  vestry  the  1st. 
meeting  in  1747.  John  Archer  on  most  of  the  time  until  1756;  was 
called  G'-nt. 


Ibid  p.  192-  December  1757  -  Sampson  -.rcher  and  John  Matthews  (Jr.) 
were  elected  Wardens  of  Augusta  Parish. 

Ibid  pps •  196-8;  237,  49,  54,  98,  99;  301,  19,  20,  26  end  332  - 

Sampson  Archer  Warden  of  Augusta  Parish  1757-1761. 

Ibid  p.  346  -  Sampson  Archer,  Gent.,  about  to  remove  out  of  the 
Colony,  resigns  his  office  as  Warden.  M .y  20,  1761. 

Auguste  E.B.  1.3,  p.  133-  NovenWr  11,  1765,  Sampson  A  rchcr  and  Robeckah, 
his  wife,  of  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  to  John  Archer  for  ZAO  -  75  A. 
in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  on  0  draft  of  Anderson's  Branon. 
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Augusta  D.B.  26,  p.  13  -  1786,  John  Archor  executors  to  Richard  Matthews 
75  A.  formerly  patented  by  Sompson  Archer  in  1760  and  sold  by  him  to  his 
brother,  John  Archer,  but  no  title  uas  ever  made. 

Augusta  County  D.B.  25,  p.  408-  Tuis  indenture  made  4  December,  1786, 
between  Sampson  Archer  of  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia,  to  Richard  Mat¬ 
thews  of  Augusta  County,  75  A.  in  Augusta  County  on  Anderson’s  Crock. 

Tuis  is  the  same  tract  patented  by  Sampson  Archer  in  176C,  cold 
by  hir.  and  his  wife  Rebeckah,  then  ir  York  County,  Pennsylvania,  to 
John  Archor,  Sampson’s  brother  in  176b  end  by  John  Archer’ »  executors  to 
Richard  Mot thews  in  1786. 

In  the  above  deed  Sampson  Archer  gives  Richard  Matthews  a  clear  title. 

TJ.S.  Census  for  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia,  for  1783,  1786  and  179C, 
show  John  Archer  and  Sampson  Archer  heads  of  families  there  in  thoco 
years. 

Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Vol.  2,  pps.  468-9. 

To  the  Governor  and  Honorable  Council  of  Virginia,  a  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Greenbrier,  Virginia. 

"While  a  garrison  was  maintained  at  Fort  Randolph  your  peti¬ 
tioners  settled  themselveo  on  plantations  on  the  Great  Kanawha,  which 
when  troops  were  withdrawn  from  Fort  Randolph  they  wero  obliged  to 
abandon  to  their  great  loss.  For  three  years  now  wo  have  waited  hoping 
peace  might  corns  md  wa  might  bo  permitted  to  return  to  our  homes  in 
safety.  No  peace  has  come,  and  worn  out  by  the  hardships  that  we  have 
sustained,  we,  your  petitioners,  beg  leave  to  Inf or-  your  excellency  and 
Honorable  Council  we  are  determined  xc  return  to  cur  om.ee  and  propose  xo 
erect  a  station  at  the  mouth  of  Elk  River  for  the  proteexior.  of  our¬ 
selves  and  our  families. 

Wo  only  request  the  government  that  a  Lieuxenant  and  30  men 
be  stationed  there  for  our  assistance.  The  benefit  that  would  accrue 
to  this  county  in  having  such  a  station  is  so  obvious  that  it  need  not 
be  mentioned."  September  19,  1781. 

Among  other  signatures  ere —  John  Archer 

and  Sampson  Archer. 

The  above  petition  makes  descendants  of  the  signers  eligible  for  D.A.R. 
and  S.A.R. 

Greenbrier  Court  Order  Book  3,  p.  463-  Leave  is  granted  Roberx  Arm¬ 
strong  xo  edminister  on  the  tato  of  S.npson  Archer,  (Sr.)  deceased, 
who  with  James  Watson  end  John  Williams  his  securixies,  gave  bond. 

April  26,  1791. 

Note-  Tuis  is  the  same  Robert  Armstrong  who  administered  on  tho 
estate  of  John  Archer,  Sr.  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia  in  1781. 
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MATTHEWS  EXCURSUS. 


SSttfl.  •’ 


\ 

’’John  M«tthews,  Furks  of  the  Jonas, "  us  he  wrote  it,  was  of  that  sturdy 
Christian  pioneer  typo  that  built  horse  and  churcho3  in  new  lands  and  whoso 
descendants  became  leaders  of  icon.  Born  in  England  in  1711,  he  married  Inn 
Archer,  daughter  or  sister  of  Sampson  Archer,  Sr.  We  think  she  was  a  sister 
older  than  Sampson,  that  is  if  she  was  tho  mother  of  the  older  of  John  Mat¬ 
thews’  children,  end  writers  seem  to  think  she  was.  Sampson  Archer’s  child¬ 
ren  and  sown  of  hers  were  born  the  setae  years.  He  r  sixth  son  was  hern  three 
years  before  Joshua  Archer. 

About  1737  John  Matthews  came  to  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1742  bought  a 
farm  in  vrhet  ues  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  out  which  is  now  Rockbricgo  County. 
That  same  year  wo  find  him  Captain  of  Militia  and  again  in  1754;  he  mo 
Justice  in  1749-50  and  on  the  First  Vestry  of  Augusta  Parish  in  1747.  Ha  ar.d 
the  Archers  helped  to  found  Falling  Spring  Cnurch  near  Nutural  Bridge. 

John  Mm t thews  died  at  his  homo  betwoon  April  and  November,  1757.  Ho  was 
survived  by  his  wife  Ann,  seven  sons  of  whom  more  later,  and  daughters  Jone, 
Ann,  Rachel  and  Elizabeth.  His  sons—  ^  ^  s*  .  ■ 


)r  John  Matthews,  Jr.  Harried  Ann.  He  was  vestryman  and  warden  of  A  ugusta 
Parish  And  served  with  Sampson  Archer,  Sr.;  served  on  juries  and  was  county 
road  surveyor.  Eetween  1761  and  1764  he  with  his  wife  end  all  cf  his  child¬ 
ren  wor^.  burned  in  their  home.  Hi3  estate  descended  to  his  brother  Joshua, 
C&o  became  his  heir. 


/ 


Joshua  Matthews  married  Mur7  in  1750  »na  settled,  in  Augusta.  Ho  too  died 
young,  for  December  20,  1763  George  Matthews  administered  on  his  estate.  Ho 
left  two  daughters,-  Elizabeth  married  ante  1768  John  Murray,  and  Martha 
vbhflse  guardian  Sampson  Matthews  was  still  officiating  in  1772. 


Richard  Matthews  was  hard  to  trace.  Ho  seems  to  have  been  Justice  of 
AVr; usta  1785.  lu  1778  he  was  in  the  Revolution  and  was  in  Eli:  iMudcw  m 
1787,  and  left  Virginia  around  1792-95.  He  died  at  his  home  in  Xentuclry 
October  9,  1832.  According  to  an  item  doted  in  1809  he  left  sons  —  T7i_iiam 
married;  Richard  of  age  and  John  Matthews  under  age. 

H .  $3  flips  on  Matthews  was  a  leador/in1 Augusta  County,  where  ho  woo  horn  about 
1737*  ar.d  died  1807.  1759'  he  married  Mary  Lockhart  ar.d  settled  near 

Staunton.  Thoy  also  had  a  hem  so  in  to  wn.  but  he  built  no  impos  .r  or  mansions. 
Fur  years  he  end  his  brother  George  conducted  a  mercantile  ezzzl  iishmer.t 
in  Staunton. 

Sampson  Matthews  was  at  the  Battle  of  Pvint  Pleasant  in  1774;  was  a 
member  of  The  Committee  of  Safety  in  1776;  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the 
Revolution  in  1778,  and  George  McClintio  said  he  was  a  Colonel  at  Yorktcwn. 
At  one  time  he  was  State  Senator  for  Rockbridge  and  lived  in  Richmond.  Ka 
left  a  rill  at  Staunton,  being  survived  by  his  second  wife  Catherine  North 
Matthews  and  the  following  children— 


Sampson,  Jr.  married  Mary  Warwick  and  left  prominent  descendants  in 
Ttest  Virginia. 

Jane  married  Samuel  Clarke  August  30,  1790. 

Ann  married  Alexander  Nelson  of  Augusta. 

From  deeds  in  Greenbrier  they  seen  to  have  had  a  son,  John,  but  ho 


probably  died  before  his  father 


50. 


Georgo  Matthews  wr.3  the  most  proninont  of  his  f other's  seas.  Burn 
in  Augusta  1759,  he  lurried  September  13,  1762,  Anne  Paul,  a  half  sister 
of  Captain  John  Stuart  who  succeeded  Jwhn  Archer  as'  Clerk  of  Greenbrier 
in  1780.  She  res  the  mother  of  all  of  George  M-tthow’a  children.  After 
Anne’s  death  ho  married  in  179c  Lira,  Margaret  Reid,  widow,  a  stately, 
aristocratic  woman,  but  he  w os  not  happy  with  her.  After  a  divorce  ho 
married  Mrs .  Flowers,  of  Mississippi,  v;ho  survived  hin. 

George  Mint  thews  was  Captain  of  a  Company  at  P  oint  Pleasant,  which 
may  be  said  to  have  opened  the  Revolution  in  the  South.  In  1775  ho  ras 
rondo  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the  9th.  Virginia  Regulars  of  the  Continental 
Lina;  in  1777  res  made  Colonol  of  that  Regiment,  called  "The  4CC  Tall 
Virginians." 

About  1783-4  Colonel  M-t thews  removed  to  Georgia  and  was  the  first 
representative  from  Georgia  to  the  U.  S.  Congress  after  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  ras  adopted.  Ho  was  elected  Governor  of  Georgia  in  1766  and  again 
in  1794. 


.  Enroute  to  7/nshington  ho  was  taken  ill  in  Augueta,  Georgia, 
died  there  September  30,  1812.  Ho  wa3  buried  in  St.  Paul's  chur 
His  sons  were  highly  educated,  end  one  became  an  eminent  Jurist  i 
Louisiana.  George  and  A An  Puul  Mntthews  had —  sons  John,  million 
George  and  Charles  L.  Matthews  and  three  daughters,  Jane  Telfair, 
married  Andrew  Barry  and  one  marriod  General  Blackburn/ 


end 

mh^ard.yf 
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William  Matthews,  born  in  Augusta  County,  1742,  and  died  there 
about  1810.  He  married  Francos  Crowo  November  28,  1763  and  settled 
not  far  from  his  boyhood  home.  According  to  his  will  he  was  a  weaver. 
Early  in  life,  for  a  short  while,  he  served  in  C  olonicl  Wars.  All. of 
his  sons  of  which  wo  have  a  rocord  settled  in  Greenbrier  County,  West 
Virginia. 

TVie  children  named  in  his  will  were — 

Daughtor3  Catherine  ana  Margaret,  Jano  Fulton,  Mory,  wife  of 
Richard  Rankin,  and  Elizabeth  wife  of  Abner  Guinea. 

John,  1768-1848,  was  a  Legislator  and  County  Clerk  of 
Greenbrier. 

Joseph,  born  1770,  married  Mary  Edgar;  left  severcl  children. 
The  most  prominent  was  Mason  M’ltthoTs,  member  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  arid  father  of  Major  Henry  Mason  Matthews,  Confederate 
States  cf  America,  leter  Attorney  General  and  Governoe  of 
West  Virginia. 

James  William  Matthews  married  Anne  Pollard  Gaines,  sister 
to  Abner.  Ho  too  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature. 

Archer  Matthews,  the  seventh  son,  moved  to  Greenbrier  about  1778; 
was  Justice  of  the  County  176C  until  his  death.  Ha  ownec  ©vAr  4,000 
i'.ctqs  of  land  and  during  the  Revolution  furnished  large  qualities 
of  food  for  both  American  soldiers  and  their  steeds.  Ir;  176'0-Sl  Archer 
Matthews  was  elected  to  the  Virginia  Legislature.  He  sAnmed  Lattice  ( 
McClanahan  and  they  hed  sevon  children,  one  of  whom  married  Captain 
Thomas  Eager  and  left  very  preeminent  descendants  in  Host  Virginia. 

On  September  2 Cih.,  1786,  Lattice  Matthews,  her  son-in-law  T.nomas 
Eager  and  Captain  John  Stuart  woro  granted  administration  cn  the  estate 
of  Archer  Matthews.  Another  useful  life' cut  short. 


i 


51 


Roferences.  • 


Morton’s  History  of  Rockbridge  County —  John  Matthews  (I)  Captain  of 
Orange  County  Militia  in  1742;  was  Justice  of  Augusta  1749. 

Payton’s  History  of  Rockbridge  County  p.  26 —  William  Matthews  receipted 
to  William  Preston  for  43  days,  being  his  pay  prior  to  May  1757,  as  a 
soldior  in  his  company.  Witness-  Audley  Paul  (Ercther  to  Anne.) 

McAllister' 3  Virginia  Soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

P.  18-  Ccptain  Georgo  Matthews'  Corapany  at  the  Battle  of  Point  Pleas¬ 
ant  1774. 

Ibid-p.  183-  Sampson  Matthews,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kay  1778. 
p.  208-  7/illiom  Renick,  Captain  in  Grconbrier  County, 
p.  183-  Richard  Mat thews  in  The  Revolution  in  1778. 

O. F.M.  P.  120  Military  allowance  to  Archer  M  otthews,  ICO  diets, 

29  bushels  of  corn. 

**  ?.  124  Archer  Matthews,  assignee  of  Michael  Woods,  allowed 

^33  lCs  as  Conissary  June  1782. 

Tnese  items  are  also  found  among  the  Greenbrier  Military 
Claims  in  Virginia  Archives,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

Register  of  The  Colonial  Domes  of  America,  in. The  State  cf  Virginia. 

P.  495-  John  Matthews,  oin  .  'Vn  •  COrvvvu.  Qh-aiAua  ■ 

y^Born  in  England  1711;  died  in  Virginia  1757. 

X  Resided  in  Virginia  1737-57.  - 

Sargeant,  Captoin:  enlisted  June  12,  1754-  Contain  Mercer's 
Company. 


Ibid  p.  495.  (See  Will  _  haye  a  copy)# 

Goorge  Matthews. 

Born  in  Virginia  1739:  died  i»  Augusta,  Georgia  -  1812. 

Captain  of  a  Company  at  the  Battle  of-  Point  Pleasant. 


Note —  Early  settlers  of  Alabama,  by  Stubbs,  carries  a  long  article 
on  George  Matthews,  whom  she  says  died  in  Augusta,  Georgia, 
not  Augusta,  Virginia.  Her  large  book  includes  the  early  settlers 
of  Georgia  as  well  as  those  of  Alabama.  Most  of  this  data  re  George 
Matthews  is  from  her  book,  but  a  great  deal  co*  be jpleajaed  from 
Virginia  Records.  Cs . 
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RENICK  EXCURSUS. 


\ 

77o  greatly  appreciate  the  friendly  assistance  -of  Ur.  H.  C. 
Kincaid,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  compiling  this  early  Ronick 
record,  and  in  giving  the  military  sorvice  of  Robert  Ronick  I. 
Dr.  Kincaid  is  a  descendant  of  George  and  Margaret  R.  Kincaid. 


George  Ronick  cone  to  Pennsylvania  about  1719,  and  in  1730  took  up 
lend  fer  himself,  sons  William,  Thomas  end  Robert  Ronick,  and  for  hio 
son-in-law  Rob  or  t  Poago .  Tie  last  named  was  naturalized  in  Grange 
County,  Virginia  in  1738,  with  his  wife  ~Iizateth  end  nine  children. 


About  1740  Robert  Ronick  bought  a  plantation  a  little  souths 
Natural  Bridge,  in  what  i3  non  Eototourt  County,  Virginia.  Ho  wa 
number  of  Captain  John  Snith’c  Militia  1742,  with  the  Archer  bret 
\Vas  Lieutenant  of  Korea  1746,  Captain  of  Troop  of  Horse  August  19 
and  was  vrith  Washington  at  Braddock's  defoat. 


est  of 
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Probably  shortly  after  his  removal  to  Virginia, Robert  Ren ick  nnr- 
r.ed  Elizabeth  Archer,  daughter  of  Senpson  Archer,  Sr.  and  his  wife  nee 
RJeeckah  Thompson,  the  latter  being  his  neighbors  who  had  also  cams  to 
Virginia  from  Pennsylvania.  The  William  Preston  Papers  state  Robert 
and  Elizabeth  Archer  Renick  had  seven  children,  which  fact  is  proven 
by  the  family  rocord.  Joseph  Waddell  names  only  five  when  he  describes 
the  event  that  made  Elizabeth  Archer  Ronick  a  3order  Heroine.  This 
event  is  also  recorded  by  Withers  in  his  Chronicles  of  Border  Warfare. 

I  quote  below  from  Annals  of  Augusta  County,  by  Joseph  A.  Waddell, 
Member  of  the  Virginia  Historical  Society: 


n0n  July  25,  1761  tho  Indians  renewed  the  war  with  all  its  hor¬ 
rors,  when  about  sixty  Shawnoo  warriors  panotrated  the  settlement  cn 
Jamas  River.  Ascending  Purgatory  Crook  they  killed  Thomas  Perry, 

Joseph  Dannis  and  his  child  and  made  prisoner  ais  wife  Hanna.  Purgatory 
Crock  is  a  small  stream  that  winds  through  tho  Blue  Ridge  bo tween  the 
present  town  of  Euchcnon  and  Natural  Eridgo.  Proceeding  to  the  house 
cf  Robert  Renick,  who  they  found  not  at  home,  they  captured  Mrs.  Rcnick, 

a  daughter  cf  Sampson  Archer  (one  of  tho  Vestrymen  of  Augusta  Parish)  /.  _ _ 

and  her  five  children,-  William,  Robert,  Thomas,  Joshua  and  Betsey.  'dJbzn*. 

At  the  home  of  Robert  Smith  they  shot  and  killed  and  scalped  Smith  and 
Ronick  and  captured  Mrs.  Smith  and  a  servant  girl  named  Sally.  Robert  (Sal. 
Ronick,  only  eighteen  months  old,  was  carried  by  his  mother  on  the  / 

silent  march  to  the  wostorn  villages  of  the  Shawneos.  Hi3  crying  irri-  / 
voted  tho  warriors  so  they  dashed  cut  his  brains  against  a  trea  and  con-  / 
tir.uod  their  flight  from  the  pursuing  settlors.  On  arriving  at  tho  / 

Indians’  “town  on  the  Scioto,  tho  prisoners  were  divided  amongst  their  / 
captors  and  scattorod.  A  son  was  bora  to  Mrs.  Rcnick  in  a  wigwam  / 

Shortly  after  her  capturo.  Eo  was  named  Robert  fer  his  decoased  father 
end  little  brothor.  Joshua  F.sniel:,  whom  Mr.  Craig  baptized  in  1746, 
was  taker,  to  Piqua  and  roared  in  the  family  of  Tecumsoh’s  parents,  and 
after  tho  birth  of  Tocumsoh  was  the  companion  of  that  celebrated  Indian 
and  his  brother,  the  Prophet.  Mrs.  Ronick,  who  was  captured  in  1761, 
was  not  restored  to  her  hone  till  1767.  In  pursuance  of  tho  terms  of 
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Boquct’s  treaty  she  was  brought  to  Staunton  in  the'  year  last  mentioned. 
Her  daughter  Botsey  died  cn  the  Miama;  two  of  her  sons,  Gillian  and 
Robert,  returned  with  her;  her  son  Joshua  remained  with  the  Indians 
end  bocamo  a  Chief  of  tho  Miemns.  He  took  an  Indicn  wife,  amassed  a 
considerable  fortune  and  died  near  Detroit.  After  the  Revolution  he 
visited  his  relatives  in  Greenbrier  but  refused  all  their  solicitations 
to  return  to  civilization..” 


Little  Betsey  Renick  died  on  the  Miami . 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  Boquet  Treaty  Elizabeth  Ronick  and  her 
sons  William  and  Robert  wore  brought  to  Staunton  in  1767  end  restored 
to  their  relatives. 

Of  the  other  children,  those  besides  Joshua  and  Betsey,  of  Robert  end 
Elizabeth  Archer  Renick,  we  have  learned  as  follows: 

William  R0nick,  baptized  by  Mr.  Craig  in  1745,  married  Sarah  Hamilton. 
In  1771  end  1772  they  sold  the  land  on  Purgatory  Creek,  so  full  of 
sorrowful  memories,  and  in  1780  we  find  William  a  Captain  in  the  Revo¬ 
lution,-  see  McAllister  p.  208.  He  was  also  a  J  ustice  in  Greenbrier 
County.  He  accumulated  considerable  property  for  that  time  and  died  in 
Greenbrier  County.  Sareh  must  have  predeceased  him.  Tusre  were  r.c 
children.  Hj3  will  was  dated  July  1814  and  the  property  was  devised  to 
his  sister  fnd  nieces  and  nephews,  names  given. 

Thomas  Ronick  went  with  Colonel  John  Stuart  and  William  Hamilton  to 
Greenbrier  in  1769  and  made  the  first  permanent  settlement  in  that 
county  near  where  Frankfort  now  stands.  Later  Tuomas  Renick  removed  to 
Chillicothe,  Ohio. 

Margaret  Rcniok,  born  August  7,  1751,  married  George  Kincaid  and  left 
many  descendants  scattered  over  many  states. 

Of  Nancy  Ronick  we  know  nothing  except  her  name  on  tho  family  chart. 

Robert  Ronick,  born  in  captivity  1757-8,  was  Captain  of  Militia  curing 
The  Revolution.  Ho  married  a  Miss  Dalton  and  removes  to  Greenbrier 
where  he  seems  to  have  died  ente  his  brother  William,. 

His  children  as  named  in  William’s  will  were  — 

Robocca,  William,  Franklin,  S'-ily,  Frances  and  Polly  wife  of 
William  Dalton.  (Sometimes  written  Dutton. ) 


Southern  Historical  Society  Publications,  Vol.  3,  p.  224  et  soq. 
”Tne  Ronick  family  of  Virginia”  by  E.  L.  Ronick,  states  that  John 
Mrtthows  married  Ann,  daughter  of  Sampson  Archer,  and  another  of  the 
latter’ u  daughters,  Elizabeth,  married  "Robert  Renick. 
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Inscription  on  a  Hi^iway  barker  on  Tne  Virginia 
Valley  Pike  A,  which  extends  fron  Winchester 
South  through  the  Valley  to  the  North  Carolina 
Line,  Tne  zaarker  is  in  Botetourt  County,  one 
nile  north  of  Buchanon.- 


A  50 

Indian  Massacre, 

Near  here  was  the  Renick  settlenent,  raided  by 
the  Shawneo  Indians  in  1757;  5  settlers  were 

killed  and  9  wore  taken  prisoners. 


"Our  forefathers  sought  the  wilderness, 
end  overcome  it;  but  that  wilderness,  in  sur¬ 
rendering,  entered  into  then,  end  became  s  part 
of  then;  and  we  are  the  heirs  and  victims  of 
that  conquest  and  its  consequences.” 


Mason 


CHAPTER  THREE 


JOHN  ARCHER  OF  VIRGINIA  AND  KENTUCKY. 


Page  56  was  poetry. 
"Virginia. " 
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Archivos  and  History  of  the  State  of  most  Virginia, 
by  Vircil  A.  Lowis,  Li. A.,  State  Historian  and 
Archivist. 

.  \ 

•  V 

Lifo  in  tho  Pionoer  Forts  of  ‘Vest  Virginia. 

Generally,  the  frontier  cottle_*snt3  on  the  Vost  Virginia  Border 
enjoyed  immunity  from  Indian  invasions  and  alarms  from  tho  first  ap¬ 
pearance  of  wintor  until  the  return  of  spring.  In  this  interval  of 
til  A3  tha  warriors  wero  greatly  deterred  freu  penetrating  thorein,  as 
well  because  of  thoir  exposuro  to  discovery  and  observation,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  tho  nakedness  of  tho  woods,  and  tho  increased  facility  of 
pursuing  their  trail  in  the  snows  which  then  usually  covered  the  '.Vest 
Virginia  hills;  as  of  the  suffering  produced  by  their  lying  in  wait  and 
traveling  in  their  partially  unclothed  condition  in  this  season  of 
'••inter  cold.  Instances  of  their  boing  troubles  one  in  winter  rare  rsro 
indeed,  and  never  occurred  but  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  The 
inhabitants  were,  therefore,  not  culpably  remiss  v-hen  they  relaxed  vig¬ 
ilance  and  returned  from  the  fort  to  their  hc-ir.ee  after  a  summer  ’a  con¬ 
finement.  But  scarcoly  were  there  evidences  of  returning  spring  ere 
savage  warriors  from  the  northv.’ost  sido  of  the  Ohio  made  thoir  proacr.co 
known  by  the  ;.a ssacro  of  tho  hapless  families  in  tho  cabin  hemes  of  the 
Vest  Virginia  wild3.  Then  the  dread  alarm  spread  through  the  wilder¬ 
ness;  homes  were  abandoned  and  the  families  throughout  ull  tho  region 
thus  visited,  fled  for  safety  to  the  nearest  fort,  there  to  remain  im¬ 
prisoned  — shut  in  fer  the  summer —  within  its  palisades  and  wails. 

Tha  agricultural  labor  was  performed  in  tho  vicinity  by  companies,  oach 
member  of  which,  liko  the  Jows  when  rebuilding  the  Holy  City,  worked 
with  one  hand,  while  the  other  grasped  a  weapon  of  defense.  iVho  to-day 
can  concoive  the  monotony  of  such  an  existence  ?  These  places  of  ref¬ 
uge  were  prisons  indeed.  From  their  ?;alls  men,  women  and  children 
looked  out  across  tho  valleys  and  over  the  hill3,  longing  to  be  in  their 
cabin  homes  again.  The  sun  roso  in  tho  morning  and  its  glittering  beams 
glanced  dovai  upon  the  earth  through  the  heavy  forest  that  then  clotha-d 
tha  hills  and  vales  of  .-.‘ost  Virginia,  its  dawning  influence  came  in  con¬ 
tact  with  a  solitary  fort  standing  in  the  midst  of  a  desolato  wilder¬ 
ness.  Hvoning  came  and  the  inmates  looked  with  eyes  expressive  of  sad¬ 
ness  as  the  sun  sank  low  in  the  west.  The  curtain  of  darkness  was  drawn 
over  the  scone  and  gloom  settled  around  and  enveloped  tho  fort,  Women 
end  children  shuddered  with  awe  as  they  thought  of  the  monotony  of  the 
night.  All  watched  tho  sheet  lightning  as  it  illumined  the  black  ac¬ 
cumulation  of  clouds  which  veiled  tho  western  sir/,  end  trembled  at  tho 
approaching  storm.  In  the  blackness  of  darknoos  the  raven  ar.d  the  owl, 
birds  of  evil  omen,  muttered  their  doleful  cry  as  they  flapped  their 
wings  over  the  fort.  From  the  deep  valleys  and  ravines  cn  oyo ry  nand 
came  tho  howl  of  tho  wolf,  the  scream  of  the  panther  and  the  shriek  of 
the  wild-cat.  Then  they  listened  in  mighty  dread  to  hear  the  h_rsh 
toned  voice  of  the  terrible  Rod  man  on  the  neighboring  hill-top  with 
echoing  answers  from  overy  sido.  Those  were  tho  agencies  and  elements 
which  surrounded  the  pioneer  settlers  and  so  often  brought  despair  to 
then  in  the  frontier  forts  of  west  Virginia. 

Note:  During  tho  bar  between  the  States  Vvest  Virginia  wa3  taken 
from  Greenbrier  and  other  woavorn  counties  of  Virginia. 
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JOHN  ARC.  UR  II. 
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John  Archer,  of  Greenbrier  County,  Virginia  and 'Nicholas  County, 
Kentucky,  waa  born  cbout  1740-42,  probably  ct  Gilmore's  Mills,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  was  the  eldest  con  of  Sampson  Archer,  3  r.  end  his  v;ifo 
Robe  cl:  ah  Thompson  Archer.  Bhile  his  uncle  John  Archer  r/es  living 
this  John  was  callod  Junior. 

To  think  John  Archer  wont  with  his  father  to  Pennsylvania  in  1751, 
and  »'-hilc  there  married  Elizabeth,  whoso  lest  nano  we  have  been  unable 
to  leam,  ovon  after  intensive  research. 

In  1774  John  Archer  was  appointed  to  view  a  road  from  Colonel  John 
Stuart’s  to  Second  Crook  Gap,  in  Bototcurt  County,  Virginia.  In  177G 
he  appraised  the  estato  of  Robert  Lindsay  in  the  seme  county.  In  1778 
C-reonbrier  was  cut  from  Botetourt.  3  ^cond  Creek  is  in  Greenbrier  ana 
empties  into  Greenbrier  River  a  few  relies  west  of  3  t.  Lawrence  Ford, 
from  which  placo  labor  on  John  Archer  had  to  view  a  road  to  Lowlsbur g, 
the  County  Seet.  Colonol  Stuart  settled  in  Greenbrier  near  Sr.  Law¬ 
rence  Ford  in  1769  and  John  Archer  must  have  become  his  neighbor  short¬ 
ly  afterwards.  Rcnccverto,  on  the  site  of  the  above  named  ford,  is  down 
on  Greenbrier  River  and  tho  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad,  while  Lewis - 
burg  is  up  on  a  mountain  abovo  it.  T  ho  latter  is  an  attractive  little 
town,  which,  besides  tho  court  house  in  which  John  Archer  served  as 
Clerk  and  also  Deputy  Sheriff,  has  two  noli  known  schools  and  a  quaint 
old  Presbyterian  Church,  whore  he  and  his  family  worshipped  for  several 
years.  Over  the  doorway  of  this  church,  on  a  marble  slab,  is  tho  fol¬ 
lowing  inscription: 

"This  building  was  erected  in  tho  year  1796, 

At  the  oxponse  of  a  fow  of  the  first  in¬ 
habitants  of  this  lend,  to  commemorate  their 
affection  and  esteem  for  the  Holy  Gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ. 

Reader 

If  you  are  inclined  to  applaud  their  virtues 
Give  God  tho  Glory." 


John  Archer  was  nado  the  first  Deputy  Sheriff  cf  the  r.c,v  county  in 
1778.  He  served  many  people  from  ,«H'^uata,  among  them  being  the  Arm¬ 
strongs,  Humiltons,  Matthews,  RenicAs  and  Stuarts.  On  the  first  pegs  of 
tho  first  record  book  that  has  boon  preserved  John  Archer  resigns  as 
County  Clark  in  November,  1750.  Colonel  John  Stuart,  half  brother  to 
tho  first  v;ifo  of  George  Matthews,  succeeded  him. 

2a  1782  John  archer  was  nado  Commissioner  cf  Tax,  and  in  1734  ho 
was  Deputy  Surveyor,  lie  is  sc,d  to  have  gone  into  Kentucky  in  1779, 
to  take  up  land  under  the  very  favorable  terms  offeree  ct  that  tine. 
Perhaus  his  brother  Joshua,  who  was  there  earlier  with  General  V/illiam 
Thompson  (his  undo)  had  told  him  of  the  famous  31uo  Grass  country. 

.But  in  1781  he  is  back  in  Grosnbrior,  where  he  signs  with  his  fothor 
Sampson  Archer,  the  famous  Groonbrior  Petition,  ronuosting  that  the 
government  man  the  fort  tho  poonle  had  decidod  to  build  at  the  mouth 
of  Blk  River.  (See  Appondix.) 
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Vihilo  ha  was  Clerk  ho  lived  near  I.  ©wisburg  but  his  largest  lend 
acroage  was  on  Elk  River,  a  branch  of  tho  Kanawha  in  the  western  part 
of  what  is  now  Test  Virginia.  Then  it  was  in  Greenbrier,  In  which 
county  ho  cwnod  ovor  1,000  acres.  •  - 

In  1720  Consus  lists  John  Archer  in  Greenbrier  County,  but  by  1729 
ho  cocms  to  have  remevod  to  Picholao  County,  ICo  ntucky.  Here  his  r.oigh- 
bors  roro  mostly  Gcotch-Irish  from  Pennsylvania.  H  e  end  Elizabeth 
reared  a  largo  family,  but  only  one  son  was  left  to  carry  on  tho  Archer 
name.  Cn  October  17,  1815  John  Archor  made  nis  will,  which  was  recorded 
at  the  iiay  Tern  of  Court  1820.  His  ..ifo  Elizabeth  survived  him.  Their 
children  intor-msrriod  with  prominent  descendants  of  the  Sc  otch- Irish 
settlers  of  '.-‘ennsyl vania  and  Virginia.  (See  A  ppendix  for  copy  of  John 
Archer’s  will.) 


Children  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Archer: 

Robecca,  carried  in  Greenbrier  1786  -  Alexander  Hamilton. 

;iary  "  ”  ”  1787  -  Samuel  i;Ooro. 

John  Archor  III;  served  on  Too  .Vabash;  prcdecoased  his  father;  no  issue. 
Samson  Archer  III:  see  Chsptor  Four. 

Dorcas,  sometimes  called  Adoris,  was  found  on  the  Au.-rusta  Vestry  Bock 
doing  some  work  for  tho  poor.  About  1720  one  married  Robert  faxten. 

Sco  ronton  Excursus. 

Haney  married  Samuol  7.3ugh,  a  native  of  Cumberland  County,  i'enncylvonia. 
They  lived  in  or  near  Carlisle,  Kentucky,  where  3a._uel  was  cr.c  of  the 
founders  and  Ruling  Elder  of  Concord  Prccbyterien  Church.  Later  their 
son  Archer  dough  was  an  Elder.  Tnese  paoplo  were  among  the  most  prom¬ 
inent  cf  that  part  of  Kentucky. 

Esther  Archer  married  John  Looro  of  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  December 
7,  1802. 

Elizabeth  Archer  was  not  married  when  her  father  ...ade  his  will.  Nicholas 
County  marriages  carry  no  record  of  hor  marriage. 

Sally  Archer  seems  to  have  been  the  youngest  child.  She  was  married 
to  Henry  Potts,  of  Nicholas  County,  October  8,  1812,  by  the  Rev.  John 
Barnett,  and  died  ante  October  17,  1815;  left  at  least  one  son  -  John 
Archer  Potts. 


In  the  will  of  John  Archor,  of  Carlisle,  K  entucky,  he  refers  to 
his  3on  "John  Archer,  deceased."  and  of  his  "services  done  cm  she 
Vabash."  n  careful  study  of  iui-itary  activities  at  the  time  cf  oh e 
young  manhood  of  John  Archer,  Jr.  loads  to  tho  unanimous  opiman  this 
military  service  refers  to  the  campaign  of  General  Jiliiam  Henry  Harri¬ 
son  against  the  Indians  who  were  under  the  leadership  of  Tocumssh. 
Quoting  from  Encyclopaedia  Brittannicc, -  "The  Indian  cessions  of  1C0S , 
along  the  Vabash  River  aroused  tho  hostility  of  Tecumceh  and  his  brother 
familiarly  known  ns  the  Prophot,  who  were  attempting  to  combini.  the 
tribeo  botv/oon  tho  Ohio  and  tho  Great  Lakes  in  opposition  to  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  the  7/hites.  Harrioon  advanced  with  a  forco  of  militia 
and  regulars  to  the  town  of  Tippcccnoo,  on  tho  7 1  abash  R  Ivor,  where 
on  November  7,  1811,  ho  won  ovor  the  Indians  a  victory  which  established 
his  military  reputation  and  was  largely  responsible  for  his  subsequent 
election  to  the  Presidency  of  the.  United  Rtates."  Vo  think  John  Archer, 
Jr.  was  one  of  General  Harrison's  soldiors  at  Tippecanoe  and  died 
shortly  thereafter,  if  not  cn  tho  battlofield.  He  was  unmarried,  in 


' 
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which  caso  any  money  or  land  coming  to  him  for  military  service  would  go  to 
to  his  father,  John  Archor  II, 

Frora  tho  viewpoint  of  tho  writor,  furthor  proof  that  John  Archer, 

Jr.  caw  military  cervico  with  Gonoral  Gillian  Ilonry  Harrison  on  the 
Wabash  is  shown  by  tho  fact  that  John  Archer,  Jr’ 3.'  brothor  Scrap  sen 
norod  ono  of  his  sons  Harrison,  and  Harrison  Archer  in  turn  named  oao 
of  his  sons  Henry  Harrison. 

In  connection  with  John  Archer,  Jr.*s  sorvico  "on  the  Vabash"  with 
General  Harrison  there  developed  a  queer  twist  of  fete.  Joshua  Archer 
Renich,  who,  with  his  mother  and  brothers  and  sictor,  was  taken  captive 
in  his  early  childhood  by  the  followers  of  Tccuncoh,  had  remained  with 
his  Indian  captors,  refusing  tho  pious  .  of  his  rolatives  to  return  to 
civilization,  taken  an  Indian  wifo  end  became  a  chief  among  tho  people 
of  his  adoption.  Ho  was,  therefore,  a  first  cousin  of  John  ^rehcr,  Jr., 
of  Carlisle,  Kentucky,  who,  with  others  under  the  command  of  Gen oral 
Harrison,  defeated  To  cures  oh  and  permanently  broke  the  powor  of  tho 
Indians  in  this  section  of  cur  country. 


JOHN  ARCHER,  BR3V2T  CAPTAIN. 


Library  of  Congrooo  Calendar 
n  \4>- *./;»;  ti.  CimtH  'oi 

officers.  Hof or ring  to  - 


of  tho  correspondence  cf  George 
A  he.  L'ai  ulumiwiL.  Amp,  i i.n 


John  Archer,  Brevet  Captain,  Voluntary  Aide  to 
General  tfayno,  iday  8,  1779. 

Y/aahington* s  Official  Report 
to  Congress. 

Hoadquartors,  New  •-Jindsor, 

July  21,  1779. 

luir.  John  Archer,  who  will  hevo  the  honor  of  deliveri  wuCSO  d • 
patches,  is  a  volunteer  aide  of  General  T.’ayno,  and  a  gentleman  of  merit. 
Kis  zeal,  activity  and  spirit  are  conspicuous  upon  every  occasion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

7,‘ith  tho  greatest  respect  and  cstseu. 
Your  Excellencies  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

George  Washington. 


From  the  same  authority  above  given: 


The  Canadian  Campaign  and  Ticondoroga,  tho  expedition  to  Canada 
in  tho  spring  and  summer  of  1776.  me”  the  first  campaign  in  which  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Gayno  was  engaged.  It  formed  part  of  a  brigade 
of  Pennsylvanians,  commanded  by  General  William  Thompson,  composed  of 
tho  Second  Battalion  under  Colonel  St.  Clair.  It  was  sent  by  order 
of  Congress  to  reinforce  the  army  undor  Generals  montgonory  and  Arnold 


> 
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who  had  boon  ropulood  at  r-uobec. 

*  % 

From  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  Families'  of  Lonncylvania, 

by  Jordon. 

Lioutonant  Joshua  Archer  was  a  son  of  Sampson  and  R  cbocca  Thomp¬ 
son  Arcnor.  During  his  early  lifo  ho  accompanied  hia  uncle  General 
•7illiam  Thompson  on  his  survoying  expeditions,  and  they  v:crc  the  first 
white  non  to  visit  any  part  of  v.hat  is  now  Fleming  County,  Kentucky, 
in  1775.  They  also  discovered  Lho  tfpp-jr  Galt  Licks  cf  Nicholas  County, 
Kentucky.  He  also  served  in  the  Revolutionary  V/ar  under  Colonel  Arthur 
St.  Clair  in  1776,  as  Sergeant  in  Cap.to_n  7/illiam  Butler' a  Company.  In 
1777  ho  was  Lioutenant  of  a  Company  of  Riflomon  commanded  by  Captain 
John  Nelson.  Ho  was  killod  by  tho  Indians  near  Louisvillo,  Kentucky, 
in  1800.  Ceneral  George  Rogers  Clark  dolivorod  the  funoral  oration  at 
his  burial. 

The  General  I'illiam  Thompson  x-ontlonod  in  the  foregoing  v;a s  an 
uncle,  and  tho  Joshua  Archer  mentioned  was  a  brother  of  John  Arcnor, 
of  Greenbrier  County,  Test  Virginia  and  later  of  Carlisle,  N  i  cholas 
County,  Kentucky.  Soma  doocondants  of  Sampson  Archer  claim  the 
Brevet  Captain  John  Archer,  volunteer  aido  of  Go  ncral  Hayne,  afore¬ 
mentioned  by  General  Gcorgo  Jashington,  is  one  and  tho  same  as  John 
Archer  of  Carlisle,  Kentucky.  .Vhiio  the  data  avoilcblo  would  soom  to 
indicate  tho  accuracy  of  thi3  conclusion,  tho  writer  has  endeavored 
to  submit  only  these  facts  which  have  b.:*jn  proved  conclusively.  If 
John  Archer,  of  Carlislo,  Kentucky,  accompuniod  this  expedition  with 
General  '.ayno  ho  was  in  the  same  contingent  and  in  company  with  his 
uncle  and  brother.  Also  on  a  preceding  peg o  it  r/ill  bo  noted  the 
'  genealogist  statos  John  Archer  v/as  gono  from  Groenbrior  County  in  172V, 
presumably  into  Kentucky,  but  was  back  in  Greenbrier  County  in  17S0, 
when  he  resigned  in  November  of  that  year  as  County  Clerk.  Ho  may  Lava 
boon  on  the  above  mentioned  expedition,  as  claimod  by  some  genealo¬ 
gists  and  other  Archer  descendants. 


"No  greater  ccln&ity  can  happen  to  a  people 
thun  to  break  uttorly  with  the  past.” 

Gladstone. 

i  : 
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JOHN  ARCHER  0?  VIRGINIA  AND  ICdNlUCLT. 


k 


References: 

.  .  .  • ' 

John  Archor  of  Virginia  end  Kontucky  wca  the  oldost  non  of  Sampson  and 
Eabackch  Thompson  Archer. 


Augusta  County  Court  Houso,  Staunton,  Virginia.  Abstract  of  the  will  of 
John  Archor,  Sr. 

Dato  of  Will  may  20,  1780. 

Says  he  ie  greatly  sunk  by  bodily  infirmities  but  is  of 


sound  aind. 

Item  1  All  dobts  end  funeral  oxponsoa  to  bo  paid. 

2  Boloved  wifo  Robocca,  to  havo  throe  hundrod  peundo  onnually 

for  hor  support. 


S  Drothor  Sampson  Archer  to  havo  threo  hundred  pounds. 

4  Bolovcd  sistor,  Elisabeth  Stuert,  tc  havo  a  slave. 

5  './illiem  Blair’s  daughter  Reoocca  to  have  two  hundred  pounds 
when  she  boccnoa  of  ago. 

6  John  Blair,  son  of  ?/illicm  Blair,  eirjnt  hundrod  pounds. 

7  I-.lnry  Ross,  wifo  of  Robert  Ross  -  a  legacy. 

9  Rosidue  to  bo  applied  to  the  support  of  the  poor,  whether 
friends  or  strangers, 

Executors  -  John  Pocgo  end  Robert  Armstrong. 

"itnosses  -  Cluny,  V/ia.  Blair,  Jamas  A  nderson  and  John 
Richey. 

Date  of  Probato  —  Iway  15,  1781.  Augusta  V/.B.  6,  p.  164. 


Augusto  Court  Kcuso,  Staunton,  Virginia*  J.B.  7,  p.  461. 

’LThoraas  by  tho  Last  .1111  and  Testament  of  John  Archer,  de¬ 
ceased,  John  Roage  and  myself  were  uppointed  executors  of  his  said 
will,  which  did  amongst  othor  things,  after  giving  divers  legacies, 
dirocts  that  tho  Residue  of  his  estate  should  bo  cold  by  his  Sxocutors 
and  the  Balance  arising  from  tho  salo,  after  the  payment  of  his  lega¬ 
cies  end  tho  Settlements  of  expanses,  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of 
tho  poor,  whether  friondo  or  strangers,  as  to  them  or  either  of  them, 
tc-wit,  liy  .Executors  shall  soo  just  or  reasonable  at  any  tiii.o  they  shall 
see  fit. 

Now  to  comply  with  the  trust  reposed  in  mo,  I  do  hereby  make 
the  following  appointment  of  whatever  may  be  left  of  the  said  John 
Archer’s  cstato,  after  the  payments  of  tho  debts  end  Legacies  on  a  fair, 
just  and  Equitable  sottlemont,  to-wit:  one-half  of  the  r-a-.lus  to 
John  Archer,  nephew  of  John  Archer,  deceased,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
and  tnc  othor  half  to  bo  dividod  between  Samunon  Archer  S-:.~icr  and 
Sampson  Archer,  Junior,  childron  as  soon  as  tho  debts  or.u  legacies 
can  be  adjusted  or  ascortainod.  I  am  induced  to  do  this,  because, 
besides  their  being  relations  of  the  said  John  Archer,  decoased,  I 
consider  them  to  coma  properly  under  the  denomination  as  any  person 
whatsoever.” 

Robert  Armstrong,  August  18,  1766. 

Augusta  V/.B.  7,  p.  462-  John  Archer  agrees  to  oaid  division.  Ho  was 
tho  oldost  of  Sampson  Archer;  also  hoir  and  namesake  of  devisor,  and 


• 

his  consent  hod  to  be  scoured. 


Roforcnces: 

.  \ 

•  « 

Aup.usta  Court  Kou3o,  Staunton,  Virginia*  3.B.  7,  p.  464  -  Aarch  13, 
1707. 

"ICnovr  all  men  by  thcco  f rosonto,  that  I,  John  l'oa."o,  one  of 
the  executors  of  the  last  v>ill  and  test,':  on t  of  John  Archer,  deceased, 
do  acknc7jlcd"o  and  a<rrrco  that  the  3aid  ostnto  bo  appliod  eo  uithin 
disposed  of  and  further  proviso  that  the  part  of  the  Estate  v/hich  7703 
by  tho  v.ithin  appointment  duo  to  John  Archer,  Jr,  bo  no;;  paid  to 
Richard  Katthonc." 

Sifjnod  —  John  Poa^o. 

The  abovo  record  ohous  that  John  nreher,  Jr.  v/as  the  son  of  3  ampsoa 
Archer  end  not  the  dioinhoritod  con  of  John  Archer,  Sr. 

Chslklcy,  Vol.  1,  p.  418--  Juno  1803. 

Archer’s  executors  vs.  Poaco’c  oxocutors.  llsny  accounts  current  end 
rocoiptc.  mentions  a  bond  of  £200  John  Archer  deposited  nith  Colonel 
Bandrid^o  1755-6.  It  vras  docidod  that  Senor.on  Archer,  broth  or  of  the 
deceased,  and  his  children,  should  receivo  a  part  ol*  the  estato  of 
John  Archor;  C-oorfo  Kincaid,  ditto; 

{C-eor^o  Kincaid  had  married  Elizabeth  Archer  Rcnick’s  daughter 
Compare  tho  charity  clause  V7ith  tho  estato  and  vrork  of  John 
Archer,  Jr.  and  tho  obovo  and  it  will  bo  scon  the  oxecuters  bestowed, 
John  ocher’s  e3tato  upon  any  rolativo  they  ni shed.  After  he  had  been 
dead  22  years  tho  estate  had  not  yet  boen  settled. 

Sot ot curt  0.3.  -  1774  -  John  Archor  Views  a  road  from  Captain  John 
Stuart'a  to  Socond  Crook  Cap,  Botetourt  County,  Virginia. 

O.F.M.  p.  35  Botetourt  County  7/illo  -  John  Archor,  Jr.  appraised  tho 
estate  of  Robert  Lindaay  1776.  (ills  undo  John  Archor  la  living.) 

Kentucky  Court  and  other  Records,  compiled  by  llrs.  >7 iu.  B.  Ardcry. 

Vol.  2,  p.  115  -  Bourbon  County  Suits  Box  120  -  Fobruary-April  1803, 
John  Archer  vs.  Archer  Matthorc3-  "John  Archer  was  Deputy  Sheriff  under 
Jcn.es  Ilcndorson,  no v/  deceased,  then  Shoriff  of  Greenbrier  County, 
Virginia  1778-79;  he  v? as  in  Kentucky  in  1779." 

G.F.13.  p.  108  -  Greenbrior  County,  Virginia  1760  -  James  Henderson, 
late  Sheriff,  etc. 

Greenbrior  Clerk’s  Office,  Lowisburp,,  ‘.Vest  Virginia  (Formorly  Virginia) 
O.B.  I,  p.  1  -  1780,  Novoubor  21,  John  Archer  resided  a3  Clerk. 

Sampson  Archer  on  the  Grand  Jury. 

Ibid,  came  p.  -  At  a  Court  continued  end  held  November  23,  1760,  for 
tho  laying  of  tho  County  levy  - 

Tho  County  of  Creonbrior  to  sundry  porsons--ewocft  them— 

Vo  John  Archer,  not  allowed  in  i»lay,  12C7  lbs.  of  tobacco. 

To  "  ",  former  Clerk,  for  paper,  110  lbs.  of  tobacco. 
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At  a  Court  held  1784  -  John  Archer,  Deputy  Surveyor  under  Alcxandor 
Jolch. 


JVciu  Glouningo  Among  the  Virginiao,  by  Oren  F •  Norton, 

Virginia  Stato  Library. 

P.  107  -  Justices  for  Grccnbrior  end  dute  nhon  appointed: 

Arch  or  Nntthono  end  ,7illinm  Rcnick  1780. 

John  Archer  1785. 

Ibid  p.  117  -  Jan.  28,  1782  -  John  Archer,  Samuol  Price  end  Robert 
Thompson  wore  appointed  Commissioners  of  Lend  Tax. 

Ir.  service  of  8c  Lips  on  Archer,  see  the  potiticn  of  1781,  signed  by 
John  Archer  end  his  father,  which  giveG  thoir  descendants  eligibility 
in  D.A.R.  and  S.h.R.  (Soo  Appendix  for  copy  of  thi3  Rctit.cn. ) 

Sampson  Archer  III  v/as  married  in  Kentucky  in  1803  to  a  KantwChy  girl, 
thoroforo  his  father  mist  have  moved  to  Kentucky  bofore  that  tuna. 

Clerk’s  Office,  Carlislo,  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky.  V?iil  jSlo)C  B, 
p.  77. 

'Jill  -  Jchn  Archer,  Nicholas  County*  Kontucky,  October  17,  1815. 

Just  cob to  ond  funeral  expense o  to  bo  paid  cut  of  the  money  in  hr. 
nlexondor  Blair’s  hands;  if  that  should  not  bo  enough,  the  money 
co  .iug  to  my  con,  John  Archer,  deceased,  due  him  for  scrvico  dor.o  on 
Ihp  Vhaoh,  shull  be  taken  to  discharge  them. 

Beloved  v/ifo,  Blizaceth. 

Son  -  S-'iroon  Archer  and  his  son  -  franklin. 

Daughters  -  Rebecca  Hamilton,  mury  laooro,  Nancy  .tough,  Dorcas  Paxton, 
Bother  Liooro  and  Nlizaboth  Archer. 

My  dau gator  Sally,  docccoed,  her  son  /archer  Jackie  Potts. 

Dxccutcrs  -  Samuel  /tough  ana  Robert  Paxton, 
v.'ithosscs  -  David  Byoro,  Jumos  Hudolson  and  Mosoa  Hall. 

Recorded  May  Court  182G. 

Certified  Greonbrior  Marriages  by  Oren.  ?.  Horton: 

Alexander  Hamilton  to  Rebecca  Archer  1786, 

Samuel  iuoore  to  I.ury  Arcner  1787. 

Kcrrisgo  of  Dorcas  Archer  to  Robert  Paxton  is  found  in  "The  Jaxtons", 
by  Z,  k.  Paxton,  ppo.  ^J2-3.  1803. 

Idarriage  of  Nancy  Archer  to  Samuel  ‘faugh  is  shown  an  the  will  of 
Nancy’s  father,  John  Archer. 

Nicholas  County,  Kontucky  ilarric.ges,  by  bars.  Annie  .Talker  Bums: 

P.  1  -  John  Moore  m.  faster  Archor  7  December,  1802.  (Called  Bather 

Z-ZOj  „ 

P.  4-  -  Hoary  Rotts  m.  Sally  Archor  8  October,  1812. 

Archer  Jaugh  m.  Matilda  Popow  19  September,  1822. 

K.r.r.cy  faugh  m.  Gnus.  J.  ha  soon  1  February,  1831. 

Luther  5.  .tough  n.  Julian  Mitchell  1  Soptomber,  1031. 

»ill  -  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  1783-89-  Isaac  'faugh • 

Sister  Joan  60  a.  in  Cumberland  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Brothers  JumoG,  Sai-uol  and  John  ‘-faugh. 
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PaXTON  uXUitSUS. 


1  Colonel  Thomas  Paxton,  p,rur.t  .vrandson  of  James  Paxton,  who  fled 
from  Jny/Lor.d  to  County  Antrin,  Irolur.d  in  1060,  rus  bom  in  York 
County,  r onnoylvnniQ  in  1700,  nnd  died  in  Clermont,  Chic,  ...arch,  1013. 
./.bout  1765  ho  married  Isabella  '>uato,  of  H  sd ford  County,  Pennsylvania; 
she  died  ebeut  173C.  Isabella '3  father  we s  Yn^lish  and  a  Tory,  rhilo 
nor  husband  '..’as  tho  staunchost  kind  of  a  Patriot.  During  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  they  v:oro  not  tho  best  of  friends. 

For  n  tir.o  Colonel  /exton  lived  in  Hockbridco  County,  Virginia, 
but  v'hcn  the  devolution  broke  out  ho  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  raised 
c  Battalion  of  Horso  and  entered  tho  Continental  Army,  li is  brilliant 
Revolutionary  record  is  found  in  Vol.  14,  Pennsylvania  ..re hives,  pares 
641-47-43.  Mo  became  a  scourge  to  the  savuc.es  and  u  terror  to  the 
British.  ’"The  Paxton  Boys  of  -or.nsylvnnia, "  os  tho  .  jen  of  hio  family 
vorc  called,  rer.bcrod  notnblo  sorvico  in  tho  war. 

.vt  tho  end  of  tho  war  Colonel  f  axten  made  peace  with  his  father- 
in-lav;  and  removed  to  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  ./here  several  of  his 
brothers  had  f^ono.  Me  left  hio  wife  (second)  ono  children  in  ier.r.syl- 
venia.  His  son  .iobort,  v.ho  went  to  Kentucky  with  him,  journeyed  back 
to  Pennsylvania,  loaded  tho  family  ana  their  bclon^in^s  on  flat  boats, 
brought  thr^.  down  tho  Ohio  River  and  delivered  them  safe  at  his  father's 
farm  near  Carlislo.  But  continued  p^aco  was  not  for  this  soldier. 

In  1754  General  Anthony  ayno  sont  him  to  loud  fifty  Indian  scouts 
to  subdue  the  riaia^  natives  in  Ohio,  .after  that  was  accomplished 
Colonel  Paxton  was  so  plcnsod  with  the  country  that  in  1795  ho  removed 
to  Clermont,  Ohio,  accumulated  much  roal  ostuto  and  died  thero. 

Bis  eldest  son  - 

2  Robert  Paxton,  born  1766  in  Bedford  C  cunty,  Pennsylvania,  married 

in  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  Do.rcas  /archer,  daurhtar  of  John  and 
'Jlizabeth  .irchcr,  of  the  same  county,  on  the  Poxten  Eook  her  is 

’.vritten  /.dor is  but  hor  people  culled  her  Dorcac.  A  obert  Paxton  became 
very  prewdnont  in  his  adoptee  homo,  lived  near  Carlislo  end  left  worthy 
descendants.  In  1350  he  died  at  the  homo  of  his  daughter  Isabella, 
rife  of  John  Kincart.  His  \/ifo  must  have  prodccoascd  him. 


Copied  from  nr.  old  Bible  owned  by  Lrs.  maria  Y incart  Carter, 
of  Carlisle,  /Kentucky,  is  this  list  of  tobert  and  Dorcas  Archer  fax- 
ton's  childron: 


isubcl.lv.  b. 

u  .n  b . 
7s  emus  b. 
ulizejctn  b. 
Rebecca  b. 
Bir.frlctcn  b. 
.Robert  Douglas  b. 
Archie  Jtophenson  b, 
Grunvillo  b. 


1795 —  seo  Kincv.rt  .Ixcursus. 


.November  4, 

march  29, 
Juno  25, 

***  arch  13, 
i.x ly  19, 

Bee. 

July  22, 


1797. 


1300  na.  tthry  Orr,  Coe.  1,  1629. 

1602. 

1305  rev  Bob.  P.  Hutchinson  7-24-1S23. 

1607 

1609. 

1811  5fl.  Clizu  Ycunfi. 

1816  &.  .Mary  Ihoihpson  1844. 
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Jo  cro  indobtod  to  i.'xs.  Francos  Stcolo  Gibson,  a  Paxton  docccndont, 
for  much  of  tula  data  from  hor  Paxton  Book.  The  flat  boat  incident  io 
from  "Tho  Paxtons"  by  Urn.  L.  Paxton,  pp3.  332-33. 

LiarriG^oa  givon  horo  aro  from  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky  ihrriofto 
Hogi3tor. 


77AUGH. 

Samuel  hi,  .'foufih  ran  ono  of  tho  oorlioot  cottlcro  of  Nicholas 
County,  Kentucky.  Uo  ran  a  farmer,  "a  stalwart  of  stalwarts,"  co 
to  apeak,  in  cimplo  Chriatian  colidarity  and  integrity. 

Ho  lived  to  a  vory  cdvancod  c.30,  having  fillod  with  conscientious 
fidelity  and  with  intollipjonco  and  acceptance  by  tho  paoplo,  two  civil 
off icon. 

Ho  loft  quito  a  nunbor  of  children  upon  whose  minds  end  Lcarta 
ho  impressed  by  procopt  and  example  his  own  rip.idly  correct  character- 

AW 

Ono  of  his  sona,  Archer  S.  Vouch,  was  for  a  lon=r  time,  and  up 
to  hie  death,  a  ruling  eldor  in  tho  church  of  hie  father. 

From  Perrin’s  History  of  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky. 

Note-  Ssmuol  Y.auch  married  Nancy  Archor,  dau^htor  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  Archer.  Tho  Church  mentioned  was  Con¬ 
cord  Prosbytorian  in  Carlialo. 


"Remember  tho  days  of  old,  tho  years  of  many 
generations;  ask  thy  fathor  and  he  will  shew  theo; 
thy  oldora  end  they  will  tall  theo." 

Dout.  32:7. 


CHAPTER  FOUR. 


SALiFSCN  III  OF  iCNTUCKT  AI£>  ILLINOIS. 


i 


Page  68  was  the  song  -  "My  Old  Kentucky  Hone." 


69 


Perrins*  History  of  Nicholas  County, ‘Kentucky. 


** 
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To  ere  told  by  our  early  historians  that  the  first  pioneers  in 
central  Kentucky  zero  astonished  at  its  fertility;  it  zas  the  favoriti 
hunting  ground  of  nnny  savage  tribes  but  tho  exclusive  property  of  no 
single  one.  And,  probably  bocauso  of  its  productiveness  of  gone  it 
was  also  "The  Dark  and  Bloody  Ground"  of  the  savages  who  contended  for 
its  rich  spoils. 

iVlore  than  a  century  and  a  half  has  passed  ezr.y  since  the  first 
zhite  onn  gazed  upon  thi3  fertile  region,  .s'ncc  General  CVillicm  •' 
son,  Joshua  Archer  and  John  Finley,  from  tne  mountain  suviait,  I-*’- 
Hoses  from  Piogrh’s  top,  viev;ed  tho  "landscape  o*er,"  then  tne  home 
and  hunting  ground  of  rival  tribes  of  hostile  savages. 

There  is  much  in  the  character  of  the  Indian  to  loathe  mad  much  to 
inspire  us  with  admiration  and  sympathy.  7/hen  stung  to  madness  at  our 
broken  pledges  and  encroachments  upon  their  hunting  ground-  :hey  es¬ 
sayed  to  resent  our  invasion,  ze  made  it  an  excuse  to  wantonly  rnsracr 
them.  TJTio  can  blame  them  for  fighting  for  the  graves  end  hemes  of 
their  fathers  ?  But  the  strong  conquered  and  the  week  vjcrs  vanquished; 
the  Indians  were  driven  tack,  and  shrinking  before  a  power  they  could 
not  stay  they  have -disappeared,  their  zar  cry  has  died  azay  in  the 
distent  v;ost. 

Then  first  visited  by  the  v.hites  Kentucky  za-3  the  favorite  hunting 
ground  of  many  different  tribes  of  Indians,  but  it  is  not  known  that 
cny  of  them  ever  resided  permanently  within  its  borders*  Annually  dur¬ 
ing  the  hunting  season  the  Do  lev/ere  s,  V.yandots.  Ghazneas.  and  other 
tribes  from  beyond  the  Ohio,  and  Catawba s,  Chorokces  arm  Croaks  from 
the  south  country,  came  here  to  hunt  the  deer,'  elk  ar.c  buffalo,  which 
in  ^reat  numbers  roamed  tho  forests,  grazed  upon  the  natural  pastures 
and  frequented  the  salt-impregnated  springs  so  coicnon  in  B  ath  and 
Nicholas  Counties.  Kot/ever,  their  visits  were  periodical  and  when  the 
hunting  ended  they  returned  with  the  trophies  of  the  chase  to  their  cm 
toms.  But  in  the  coming  of  the  pale-faces  they  foresaw  the  destruct¬ 
ion  of  these  beautiful  hunting  grounds  and  determine a  to  drive  the 
white  invaders  hence.  Tne  fierce  contests  which  occurred  between  them 
and  the  first  white  settlers  were  numerous,  of  ler 
often  disastrous  to  the  latter,  ere  the  final  ey.pa2sicn 
from  tho  territory  that,  in  those  sanguinary  struggles, 
the  "Dark  end  Bloody  Ground."  The  heroic  deeds  of  the  pi 
are  inscribed  upon  hundreds  of  battle  fields.  3  urely  if 
of  people  ever  lived  who  were  literally  cradled  in  war,  it  ices  the 
inhabitants  of  Central  Kentucky.  From  the  exploration  of  the  country 
by  General  William  Thompson Joshua  Archer  end  John  Finley  in  1772  they 
zero  engaged  in  one  incessant  battle  with  the  savages.  Trace  the 
of  an  Indian  incursion  anywhere  through  the  great  Valley  of  the  Vest 
and  it  is  found  dyed  wit h  Kentucky’s  blood  and  its  battlefields  zhite 
with  the  bones  of  her  children. 
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Tho  first  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  on  account  of  the  hostility  of 
the  ly.disns,  lived  in  what  were  called  forts.  ?  hese  structures  ware 
sicali  rows  of  the  conventional  log  cabins  of  the  day,  built  cn  four 
sides  of  a  square  or  parallelogram.  which  retained  as  a  court  or  open 
spa co  between  then.  It  served  as  a  olay  ground,  a  roaster  field, 
corral  for  done  Stic  animals  ar.d  a  store  no^se  for  implement:  .  T  he 
_abir.s  which  formed  tho  Vvolls  of  the  fort  were  duellings  for  the  peo 
and  contained  tho  rudest  conveniences  of  life.  The  b^u  stand  ccnsis 
of  fcrk3  driven  in  the  dirt  floor,  through  the  prongs  of  which  poles 
extended  to  cracks  in  the  rails,  over  which  buffalo  skins  vara  sores 
for  a  mattress  and  bear  3kins  for  a  covering.  The  dining  table  urea 
broad  puncheon  hern  smooth  with  an  oqzg  and  sot  on  legs  made  of  otic 
inserted  in  augor  holes.  Tne  chairs  rare  three  legged  stools  and  th 
table  furniture  consisted  of  wooden  plates,  trays,  noggins,  bowls  an 
trenchers,  usually  turned  out  of  the  buckeye.  T  he  f ira-placo  occupied 
nearly  ono  whole  side  of  the  house;  the  window  r.ao  a  hole  covered  with 
paper  saturated  with  beer’s  greaso;  and  the  door  en  open,  a  a  ~  f  r  cm  which 
hung  a  buffalo  skin.  Near  tho  door  hung  the  long-barreled  i_ ant- leek 
rifle,  on  buck’s  horns  pinned  to  tho  wall  and  from  which  it  vus  never 
absent  except  when  in  use.  In  these  confined  cabins  whole  families  oc¬ 
cupied  a  single  room.  Hero  the  v;omar.  hackled  the  wild  nestle,  card:! 
the  buffalo  wool,  spun  the  thread,  wove  she  cloth  and  unde  the  clothes. 
The  men  wore  buckskin  hunting  shirts,  trousers  and  moccasins,  end  the 
women  linsoy  gowns  in  winter  and  linen  in  summer.  Such  a  life  had  its 
pair. a  but  it  also  had  its  pleasures.  Of  evenings  and  rainy  ways  the 
fiddle  was  heard  and  the  merry  old  Virginia  reel  danced  by  m.  ah  young 
and  old.  A  marriage  that  sometir.es  united  a  boy  of  sixteen  to  a  girl 
of  fourteen  was  an  occasion  of  great  merriment.  The  shooting  match; 
foot  raco,  wrestling,  jumping,  boxing  end  sometimes  fighting  offered 
amusement  out  of  doors,  and  blindfold  hide  and  seek,  quiltings,  knit¬ 
tings  and  candy  pullings  made  tho  cabins  merry.  The  corn  field  and 
vegetable)  garden  were  cultivated  within  rifle  range  of  the  fort  and 
sentinels  stood  guard  while  the  work  proceeded. 
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The  military  history  of  Kentucky  dr.tcs  from  its  errlieot  settle¬ 
ment.  In  its  primitive  days  every  ;.*an  who  boro  a  rifle  or  a  hunting 
Imife  was  a  soldier,  belonging  to  the  army  of  pioneors  who  felled  the 
trees  or  plowed  the  ground,  with  his  vicapon  ready  at  hand  to  repel  tho 
redskin.  He  was  an  unpaid  soldier  and  ..us,  therefore,  not  enrolled, 
but  it  was  such  as  he  who  rallied  to  the  cull  of  C  lark  ana  Logon  when¬ 
ever  the  peace  of  tho  stations  were  threatened  or  tiio  punishment  of  the 
Indian  or  his  British  ally  was  demanded  in  tho  territory  north  cf  the 
Ohio.  Tno  full  roll  of  these  .  .en  can  never  be  found.  T  hey  -re re  too 
often  the  victims  of  the  scalping  knifo,  the  arrow  or  the  rifle,  the 
gauntlet  or  the  stake  —  tho  unknown  heroes  who  in  every  contest  of 
civilization  against  barbarism,  or  right  against  wrong,  fill  unmarked 
graves  and  have  only  an  anonymous  fa mo. 


History  of  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  by  Perrin. 


The  history  of  the  agriculture  of  ft  i  chains  County  since  its  form¬ 
ation  in  1795  resolved  itself  into  the  preparation  of  the  .and  for  the  • 
plow,  which  was  work  of  the  most  arduous  character.  The  entire  surface 
of  the  county  was  thickly  covered  with  '  •  ;e  timber,  but  struggling  up 

in  dense  masses,  was  an  undorgror/th  plentifully  interspersed  /:ith  briers 
one  theme.  Tho  pioneors  of  this  county  were  specially  endowed  in  body 
and  tempo rment  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  work.  The  farmer  who  pro¬ 
posed  to  clear  out  a  piece  of  new  ground  invited  all  hio  neighbors  to 
the  "log  rolling."  His  wife,  having  put  a  cuilt  into  the  frames,  in .ited 
all  the  ladies  in  the  neighborhood  to  the  quilting,  selecting  for  the 
quilting  the  same  day  fixed  for  the  log  rolling.  T  ho  invited  guests  of 
both  sexes  were  on  hand  promotly  soon  after  the  usual  breakfast  hour. 

The  log  rollings  wore  also  occasions  for  leaping,  wrestling,  running, 
foot  races  and  other  manly  exercises,  -nd  occasionally  a  fist  end  skull 
encounter,  the  conseouencos  of  which  tondod  in  no  a:;.all  de.grse  to  keap 
olive  the  memory  of  the  name  "Dark  »-nd  Bloody  Ground,"  r;hich  Kentucky 
has  so  long  borne. 

In  tho  house  the  women  plied  their  needles  with  skill  and  industry, 
and  by  the  time  the  last  log  was  put  upon  tho  heap  tho  quilt  was  fin¬ 
ished.  After  supper  tne  fiddler  took  his  stand,  partners  were  chosen  and 
when  the  music  began  "merrily  danced  the  Quaker*  s  7/ife  and  merrily  danced 
the  Quaker." 
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SALJSOH  ARCHCR  III. 


Uampson  Archor  III,  non  of  John  end  Ulizabeth  archer,  was  torn.  In 
Virginia,  October  4,  1775,  probably  near  the  present  (1939)  term  of 
Ror.cevertc,  .vest  Virginia,  a  far;  miles  from  Lev.isburg,  the  County  oeat, 
and  died  in  Liuu,  Illinois,  April  14,  1051. 

His  very  earliest  memories  of  childhood  must  have  been  associated 
with  Indian  worfaro,  a3  he  v.as  born  at  a  ti..;o  and  in  e  part  of  our 
country  when  the  pioneers  were  constantly  compelled  to  r.mtch  their 
str 003th  against  the  save 3c  tribes  of  Indians  so  numerous  in  that  era. 
He  must  have  boen  trainod  as  a  frontiersman  and  skilled  in  all  the 
stratagems  associated  v/ith  border  warfare .  His  mode  ci  dress  vac  the 
customary  buckskin  shirt,  trousers  cr.d  moccasins,  and  no  no  count  re¬ 
ceived  an  early  training  in  the  handling  of  the  long-barreled  flir.t- 
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lock  riflo.  Unquestionably  little  Sampson  .ireher  v-cs 
sound  of  the  frightful  Indian  war  whoop,  the  scalp  halloo  an: 
of  the  muzzle-load  inf;  rifles  of  the  pioneer  days,  and  very  likely  a 
considerable  portion  of  his  boyhood  and  early  manhe-a  was  .spent  in  the 
pioneer  forts  of  early  times.  Ho  v;as  only  tr.o  years  old  in  -777,  7.  hi  cl*, 
is  known  in  Colonial  history  as  the  ’’dreadful  year  of  the  three  sevens, 
when  the  Indians  .vero  incessantly  on  the  warpath*  In  1773,  Fort  3on- 
nelly,  ten  miles  north  of  Lcwisburg,  in  the  Fa .11  inf,  hprir.gs  district, 
was  attacked  by  the  ohav/nee  Indians  end  was  only  successful*,  defended 
by  the  aid  of  relief  from  Lowisburg  under  Colonel  John  FtuurL.  Samp¬ 
son’s  father  and  grandfather  no  doubt  participated  in  this  historic 
event.  The  Indian  attacks  finally  became  so  incessent,  however,  that 
the  settlors  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  homes  and  plantations  and 
.move  to  Lovicburg,  but  in  1781,  when  Camps  on.  mas  six  years  of  age,  his 
father  John  ireher  and  his  rrundfatker  9-mpson  Archer,  with  ether 
pioneers  of  the  Greenbrier  Valley,  signed  the  famous  Gr  cm. crier  ?eti- 
tion  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia,  asserting  their  determin- ..on  to 
build  a  fort  at  the  mouth  of  21k  River,  which  would  enable  teem  tc  re¬ 
turn  to  their  homes  and  plantations  and  hold  them  against  the  savages. 

During  the  boyhood  of  Sampson  Archer  in  Virginia  and  7a  st  Vir¬ 
ginia  the  Valley  of  the  Greenbrier  was  a  land  of  battlefields.  Var 
waged  all  over  her  territory  and  the  sound  of  battle  echoed  and  re¬ 
verberated  among  hor  hills  and  mountains.  3  uring  the  Indian  wars 
there  were  within  her  borders  hundreds  of  encounters  of  the  rifle  and 
tomahawk,  ambuscades,  burnings,  murders,  captures  and  reprisals;  heroic 
deeds  of  triumphs  and  defeats,  of  escapes  and  of  barbarian  cruelties. 
Lewis  in  his  History  of  ’.Vest  Virginia  says  "  ..hen  the  Indian  a  rs  were 
ended  mere  ;sen,  women  and  children  had  perished  at  tr.o  h_nds  of  the 
savage  f c  -  victims  of  the  rifle,  tomahawk  and  scalping  knife-  in  vest 


Virginia,  than  nad  died  fro...  a  similar  causo  in  any  otr.or  region  of 
ccual  extent  in  America."  This  was  the  environment  and  the  atmeophero 
in  which  Sampson  Archer  lived  until  1799,  when  he  ms  about  vrenty-four 
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at  which  ti~o  he  moved  with  his  father  into  Nicholas 


County,  Hontucky.  here,  on  December  22,  1803,  ho  v/as  married  by  the 
colebr-wod  Lev.  Barton  7.  3tono,  to  Mary  Hincart,  daughter  of  Gsmuel 
end  Isabel  Zincart,  of  Nicholas  County  but  formerly  of  Virginia. 


73. 


Mary  Kincart  Archer,  caLLc>d  Polly  In  tho  homo  of  her  girlhood,  res 
bom  in  Vashington  County,’  Virginia  Docembor  6,  1702,  ond  diod  in  Li.uo, 
Illinoio,  rtaril  20,  1G55.  Both  3he  end  hor  huobond  wore  buried  in  tho 
c exotery  in  Linn.  Thooo  datoa  wore  tnkon  from  tho  inscriptions  on  their 
double -graves tone . 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  migration  to  Ko  ntucky  these  Archers  hud 
been  founders  and  cfficora  in  Broobytorien  Churchoo.  Too  Her.  Barton 
J.  Stor.o,  after  serving  us  paotor  of  Concord  J’rosbytorian  Church  in 
Carlislo,  orgenizad  threo  in  1793,  during  a  noted  rovival  become  a 
loader  in  tho  Christian  Church.  Ko  was  a  .tan  of  education  and  culture, 
greatly  beloved  by  his  members,  ond  — tny  Prosbyterir.n  families  Joined 
his  new  Church,  among  them  the  Archers.  Ana  thoro  is  rhero  «vc  find 
many  of  them  to-day. 

Scmpson  Archer  ttus  a  farmer  in  nontucky  and  seems  to  have  had  con- 
sidcrablo  of  an  estate.  T.hy,  after  all  hia  children  are  grown  and  some 
of  them  married  to  Kentucky  man,  should  ho  decide  to  remove  to  Illi¬ 
nois  ?  more  touching  this’  in  folioring  pages. 

Children  of  Sampson  III  and  i^ary  Kincart  Archer  — 

1.  Two  daughters  born  ante  1608  V7ero  living  in  1010,  but  appear  to 
have  died  in  youth. 

2.  franklin  Archer,  born  in  Kentucky  1608,  must  have  been  the  eldest 
son.  to  survivo  infancy,  bocuuso  ne  was  tho  only  child  of  3amp3cn 
to  be  montionod  in  tho  ••■ill  of  John  .archer  in  1318,  father  of 
damps  on.  Franklin  married  in  Kentucky  about  1832,  Kenyan,  who  res 
bora  in  Kentucky  in  1815.  Both  v-orc  living  in  Linn,  Illinoio  in 
1850  with  the  following  children:  Lurinda  bora  1834;  Jaimjs  born 
1840;  msry  born  1044;  and  Louisa  born  1646.  It  is  said  they 
later  returned  to  Kentucky.  Tradition  nas  it  Franklin  died  of 
tuberculosis  aftor  his  return  to  K  ontucky. 

3.  Isabolla,  bora  November  19,  1810;  died  January  5,  1835.  Married 
A’iilism.  Randal  Mosbit  in  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky  August  4,  1825. 
Tneir  children  were:  Nilliam  Matthew  Nesbit,  born  April  5,  1845 
in  Llx.a,  Illinois,  and  died  there  Fobruory  23,  1915:  he  married 
Mary  Cory  Saotember  30,  1858:  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Nesbit,  born 
ihy  27,  1842  in  Lima,  Illinois.  3he  marriod  Albert  Cory. 

4.  Melinda  Archer  married  John  matchett  in  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky, 

.  July  1,  1830;  died  at  tho  ago  of  67  and  was  buried  in  Baris, 

Missouri.  Their  only  child  was  James  Franklin  Matchett,  1841-1927. 

5.  John  Archor,  born  about  1S13;  died  Oeptcmbor  8,  1867,  and  buried 
in  Lima,  Illinois.  Sorved  in  the  Mexican  ;/ar.  See  later  refer¬ 
ences  in  this  regard. 

6.  rk.rrl  son.  Archor  —  See  Chapter  Four. 

7.  Jlizahnth  nrchar  married  Cnoch  Conyors  in  ~uincy,  Illinois  in  1843.. 
Sho  was  his  third  rifo*  *inoch  Conyors  was  tho  second  Mayor  of 
Quincy. 
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8.  Janos  Preston  Archer  v/a-  born  in  Kentucky  inarch  23,  1821,  and 
died  in  1671  end  was  buriod  in  LLi.n.  ii  o  carried  Martha  12. 

Cazey,  ?:ho  v.-ns  born  in  Kentucky  in  1629.  They  zero  living  in 
Lira  in  1U50  hear  his  fstner. 

9.  Sur.uson  Lattheus  Archer,  born  in  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  June 
25,  1825;  diod  Larch  5,  1677  in  Kockuk,  lorn  and  was  buried  there 
in  Oakland  Cemetery, 

Hi  a  first  rife  mo  i-artho  Convoroo,  whom  ho  i.arricd  in  Quincy, 
Illinois.  On  November  5,  1868,  in  Icrxr,  K  ontucky,  he  . carried, 
second,  Bcttie  Terr  of  that  torn. 

Sampson  ^.atthora  archer  wns  successively  S  econd  Lieutenant, 
Captain,  major  und  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  tho  ;.sr  Between  the 
States,  serving  the  Union  Forces.  See  his  military  record  on 
following  papas. 


Note-  Tho  census  r f  Lina,  Illinois  for  the  year  1650  states  that 

Ih-ry  Lincnrt  Arc.ier  v-as  born  in  VirriniQ  and  v/as  65  yonrs  old. 
Teat  would  place  her  birth  in  1785  instead  of  1762  as  her 
gravestone  states.  It  takes  a  lorv  ti..o  to  pet  out  a  U.  5. 

j 

Census  and  those  dotes  :'zy  have  been  collected  in  1609.  In 
that  caso,  re  Dumpson  the  census  and  antes  on  the  ."revest one 
tally.  Tory’s  birth  in  1732  conflicts  with  the  birth  date  as 
Given  by  writers  relative  to  hor  brother  John  Xincart,  a  pro;ainant 
Juan  of  Carlisle,  Kentucky.  .,e  think  ry  I.'ir.cart  was  born  in  1764 
or  1785.  Use  the  latter  dato  and  she  uoa  70  years  old  at  hor  doath. 
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SAMPSON  APC'iwR  III  OF  KENTUCKY  AIID  ILLL\TOIS. 


Tho  inscriptions  on  thoir  tombs  in  Lii;-a,  Illinois,  givo  births  and 
doaths  of  Damps  on  end  i.Iary  kincort  Archor. 

U.G.  Census  cf  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky  for  1010,  first  tins  census 
was  takon  there:  ?.  408-  Sampson  Archer,  head  o C  family  - 
Ono  male  ego  under  10  (FrankliM. 

"  "  between  26-45  (himself). 

Two  females  under  10  (lcus.b.ca.1304  2c  1S06). 

One  ferjQlo  betv.eon  26-45  (wife)* 

Fcr  proof  of  parentage  of  Mary  Kincort  Archer  -  aoo  Kinccrt  Excursus. 
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Harrises  Bonds  of  Nicholas  County,  Ky.  by  Lots.  Anne  ./ alker  Burns. 

?.  I-  Sampson  Archer  ra,  Polly  Klncart  Dec.  22,  1003  by  Bev.  Barton  Stonr 

P.  29  -  Isabella  Archer  m.  /.llliau  Nesbit  August  4,  1826. 

P.  22  -  Icolinda  Archer  m.  John  Matchett  July  1,  1830. 

Data  re  the  three  daughters  of  Sampson  and  nary  A  rchor—  Isabella 
Kesbit,  Melinda  Matchett  and  llizabetr.  Conyers,  was  obtained  thru 
the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Ida  .Isabel  archer  Fawbush,  daughter  cf  Harrison 
Archer,  and  of  lx.  xJatchott,  son  of  Jan.es  Franklin  iuatchett,  who  v7as 
the  con  cf  John  end  molinda  Archor  Matchett. 
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1.  Samuel  Kincart  bought  land  In  './ashing  ton  County,  Virginia  in  1734 
it  is  known,  and  ho  any  have  been  there  much  earlier.  This  particular 
deed  is  in  tne  first  V/ashington  County  Record  Bock,  and  at  least  one  of 
his  children  wore  born  there  in  1732-3.  >e  think  he  c;ui*e  to  Virginia 
from  Carlisle,  .-ennsylvunia  end  v/ent  to  Nicholas  C  ounty,  Kentucky  around 
1307,  '-.hero  ho  found  a  host  of  neighbors  from  r enmylvsnia.  Mo  married, 
probably  before  he  came  to  Virginia,  Isabel,  whose  last  namo  re  have 
net  been  able  to  learn. 

Samuel  hi n cart  vms  a  highly  esteemed  man.  Mo  o?/ced  much  valuable 
land,  a  water  mill,  a  horse  mill  and  two  stills,  '.uoting  from  Perrins* 
History  of  Nicholas  County:  "The  first  water  mill  in  the  precinct  is 
supposed  to  have  been  built  near  who  re  the  depot  in  Carlisle  nor;  stands- 
It  was  built  about  1833  by  Samuel  kincart.  He  had  a  horse  mill  provious 
to  this  near  the  sa:_e  spot."  Too  stills  above  mentioned  were  referred 
to  in  his  will  when  he  passed  ownership  on  to  his  son  John  Kincart.  In 
those  days  nearly  every  properous  farmer  had  at  least  one  still,  and 
the  higher  the  quality  of  the  product  the  more  aristocratic  the  family. 


Kentucky  is  vet  noted  for  its  fine  vxhiskey  and  takes  pride  in  its 
achievement  along  this  line  of  endeavor. 

On  December  8,  1813  Samuel  Kincart *s  spirit  took  its  fl.gat  and 
his  son  John  was  his  principal  legatee.  Inventory  of  the  estate  of 
Isabel  Kincart,  widow  of  Samuel,  was  taken  in  1821. 


Children  of  Samuel  and  Isabel  Kincart,  as  nax.usd  in  his  will: 


James,  on  1810  Nicholas  County  Census,  botuoen  2G  and  45  yeer3  old . 
I 'ary  .-.rcher:  more  later. 

Samuel  Kincart,  married  Polly  Blair  Nov.  lo,  1817  and  died 
January  24,  1822. 

John  Kincart:  more  later. 

Susannah:  no  further  record. 

Isabella  Kincart,  married  Jacob  Beilis  j-srch  30,  1815. 


2.  i-.'.arv  Kincart,  -  or  Polly  as  she  was  called  on  Kentucky  records, 
was  born  in  Washington  County,  Virginia,-  the  data  being  giver,  on  her 
.grave  stone  as  December  6,  1782;  she  dieo  in  Lima,  Illinois  or.  April 
20,  1855.  Sh9  was  married  in  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky  December  22, 
1803  to  Samos  on  Archer  III,  born  in  Virginia  October  4,  1775;  died  in 
Lina,  Illinois  Anril  14,  1851. 


For  their  children  see  Archer  chart. 


3.  John  Kincart,  bom  1782-3  in  ./ushingten  County,  Virginia;  died 
January  13,  1871  in  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky.  Tie  married  October 
19,  1315,  Isabella  Paxton,  born  in  Kentucky  1795,  end  died  there  in 
1869.  She  ’was  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Dorcas  a  rcher  Paxton,  of 
Nicholas  County,  Kentucky. 


ViitH.il 
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-  Herrin,  in  his  history  of  Nicholas  County,  states  John  Kincart 
removed  to  Kentucky  in  1807.  The  people  of  Nicholas  County  v/ero  not 
sa^sTied  v/ith  tho  sito  of  their  Court  House.  John  Lincert’s  father 
"ll"’  ln  1£13,  °  S^odly  estate  in  farm  lends,  mills,  etc.  In 
~-L-L°re<;  tho  county  a  site  for  a  new  Court  House  and  fifty  acres 
o*  fli-s  p-antation  for  tovn  lct3.  Tne  offer  uas  accepted  sr.d  the  torn 
v/as  na:sed  Carlisle,  probably  for  the  old  home  tov.n  of  Carlisle,  Pennsyl- 

VQH 10  •  J 


Samuel  and  John  Kincart 
and  a  monument  has  been  eroctc^ 
Kincart. 


wore  buried  on  the  Court  House  lam 
by  the  citizens  in  armory  of  John 


Children  of  John  and  Isabella  Paxton  Kincart : 
Sons-  John,  James,  and  Luther  Kincart. 
Daughters-  Eliza  <».  Kincart  married  Arthur  L. 
Parks  September  10,  1846. 

Sarah  marriod  John  K.  Overby,  August  14,  1651., 


3.  Robert  Kincurt  of  Carlisle,  born  January  14,  1825* 

October  22,  1846,  (Perrin  gives  1847)  Elizabeth  Ishmael,  be 

Kic^o.as  County,  Kentucky  January  24,  1823.  (Perrins’  dates 
page  752). 


nrried 
■n  in 
on 


Tneir  childron: 

Nancy,  George  and  Harrison  Kincart,  end 
Lrs.  Maria  Kinccrt  Carter,  a  very  old  lacy  now  (193S) 
to  v;hon  77e  owe  many  thanks  for  her  Bible  Record.  It 
was  a  great  help  in  answering  the  question  "  ,hat  kin 
vrere  the  Paxtons  to  the  Kincarts  V" 

i'.rs.  Burns  givos  October  22,  1846  as  the  date  of  the 
marriage  of  -Robert  Kincart  to  Elizabeth  Ishmael. 


paxton  Coat  of  /ir:.'.s  granted  1250: 

*rius-  Ermine  2  chovrons,  one  sa.,  the  other  az.  bet. sen  3 
mullets  in  pale  of  last. 

Crest  -  An  eagle’s  head  erased  az.  charged  on  the  neck  with 
2  chevs.  or.  between  a  pair  of  wings  ar.  semeo  of 
mullets  gules. 

idotto-  Industrie  Ditat  on  red  or  maroon  ribbon. 

(Industry  enriches). 
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Jill  -  Samuel  Kinkert,  lUcholas  County,  Kentucky,  .'.'.3.  "A”  p.  204. 

In  the  nana  of  God,  .'insn  l 

I,  Saroiol  i.inkart,  of  Nicholas  County  a-d  State  of  Kentucky, 
being  in  a  lov/  state  of  health  and  3ick  in  body,  yet  in  porfect  r.ind 
and  memory-  thanks  bo  to  God  for  all  his  i-.ercias  to  i-q  -  but  calling 
to  wind  the  mortality  of  ar.y  body  und  knowing  that  it  io  appointed 
for  all  non  once  to  die;  I  do  imke  and  ordain  this  to  bo  ny  last  will 
and  testament,  that  is  to  say:  First  of  all  I  do  recommend  my  soul 
to  God  who  gave  it  and  my  body  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  cane,  end 
to  be  buried  in  a  decent  manner  in  hopos  it  shall  be  restored  at  the 
Resurrection;  and  as  touching  such  worldly  effects  as  it  has  pleased 
God  to  bless  .ue  with  in  this  life,  I  do  give  and  bocueath  as  follows, 
to— wit : 

First:  all  iuy  lawful  debts  to  be  fully  discharged.  - 

Second:  to  uy  wifo  Isabol  Kincart,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  her, 
her  own  bed  and  the  furniture  of  sane;  also  I  give  to  per  the  fisher  . 
mere  with  her  saddle  and  bridlo;  also  the  iergo  red  cow,  and  the 
white  cow  with  their  sucking  calves,  and  the  dresser  furr.it are  to  her 
and  to  be  at  her  disposal*  All  the  pott  metal  to  bo  divided  as  equal 
as  possiblo  between  r.y  said  wife  and  my  two  daughters,  5  usanr.a  and 
Isabela,  and  I  give  to  ay  said  wife  one  pot  rack  and  her  spinning 
wheel;  also  threo  chairs;  also  I  give  unto  her  five  shcop;  also  I 
give  unto  her  the  east  end  of  my  brick  house  her  life  time  and  for  the 
uso  of  iuy  two  daughters,  Susanah  and  Isabela  while  they  continue  with 
their  mother;  also  I  give  unto  her,  ny  said  v/ifa,  the  third  of  tho 
improved  land  during  her  life  tir-a. 

Thirdly:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  ny  son  Janes  Ainkart  Five 
Dollars. 

Fourthly:  I  give  and  boaueuth  unto  i.y  daughter  j.^ary  archer  Five 
Dollars-. 

Fifthly:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  ny  son  Samuel  Kincart  Five 
Dollars. 

Sixthly:  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  ny  son  John  Kinkcrt  all  the 
lands  I  now  hold  iby  bond,  deed  or  title)  except  whet  ny  son  Janes 
Kinkart  now  lives  on,  which  I  allowed  hiu,  the  said  Janes. 

Also  I  give  to  ny  son  John  the  water  mill  r»nd  horso  mill  end  ny 
two  stills  and  the  two  mashing  kettles;  also  ny  wagon  and  horse 
gears  and  ny  plow  and  all  ny  other  farming  utencils,  with  ny  cutting 
box  and  also  ny  fan;  also  I  givo  unto  him,  the  said  John,  all  tubs 
•with  all  the  koggs  and  barrells;  also  ny  cupboard  and  clock. 

Seventhly:  I  give,  sign  and  bequeath  to  ny  daughter  3usar.ch,  ny 
family  narc,  saddle  and  bridle,  and  five  head  of  sheep;  one  bod  end 
furaituro  for  tho  sane;  also  I  do  allow  her,  the  said  Susanah,  Three 
Hundred  Dollars,-  One  Hundred  Dollars  to  bo  paid  in  four  year  after  is/7 
decease  und  the  other  Two  Hundred  Dollars  to  bo  paid  in  four  years 
after;  that  is  to  say  Fifty  Dollars  per  year. 


> 
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Highthly:  I  givo  and  tocueath  to  my  daughter  la  abola  Kinkart, 
the  old  corral  maro,  a  eoddlo  and  bridlo,  five  head  of  cheap,  ora  bed 
v.ith  the  furniture  for  sore;  also  Three  Hundred  Dollars, -  Cno  Kundrod 
to  ha  paid  four  years  after  r.y  dococao,  the  other  Two  Hundred  to  be 

acid  in  four  years  moro;  that  is  Fifty  Dollars  a  year,  and  I  give  unto 

my  wife  Isabela  all  the  geeco  and  to  to  at  rer  dispoasl. 

I  also  give  and  bequoabh  unto  :r.y  said  son  John  all  th~  remainder 
of  cy  horses,  cov;c,  cheep  that  are  not  mentioned  before,  with  all  ry 
hogs;  also  all  my  bonds,  no-e3  and  book  accounts  that  is  due  no;  also 
the  desk  that  is  in  the  hands  of  Dougherty;  the  table  and  the  re.ua inde 
of  my  chair 3  and  ono  bed  with  it3  furniture. 

All  I  have  given  with  thi3  my  lest  will  and  testament  to  my  son 

John,  I  do  give  and  bocueath  to  him  end  his  hcir3  forever. 

And  I  make  and  ordain  hire,  my  said  son  John,  solo  executor  of  this 

ry  last  will  and  tes tenant  for  the  intents  and  purposes  in  this  ry  will 
contained,  and  to  take  care  to  aoo  the  sane  performed  according  to  cry 
true  intent  ar.d  :-oaning. 

In  h'itncss  hereof,  I,  the  said  Sajnul  Kinkart,  have  -*o  this  ny 
last  will  and  testaxaent,  set  ny  hand  and  seal,  tuis  orm  ’--r earth 
day  of  Sontcrber,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord-  ono  thousand,  m 

and  thirteen. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  said  Samuel  Kinkart  for 
last  will  end  testament,  in  the  presence  of  us,  who  wore  present 
signing  and  sealing  thereof. 


.  h. 


Samuel  Kinkart  (Seal). 


David  Dyers 

Moses  Hall  (No  date  of  ^robata  given.) 

Thomas  Nesbet. 

The  above  is  a  copy  of  a  Copy  Attest  sent  by  John  F.  Sugg, 

Clerk  of  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky.  February  16,  1938. 

Note:-  Samuel  Kinkart  seems  to  have  had  a  passion  for 
detail  and  son  John’s  job  as  executor  was  not  a  sinecure  cy  any  means. 
I  give  the  will  verbatim  as  a  fin3  example  of  a  will  of  that  day. 

The  r.nrried  children  had  already  received  their  shares. 

Washington  County,  Virginia  ;7.JB.  I  1777-92,  p.  88. 

Jams  Atkinson  of  Washington  County  for  ^12  deeds  to  Samuel 
Kincart  of  the  came  county,  a  parcel  of  land  on  South  Fork  of  Kolston 
on  Brush  Creek.  Jen.  23,  1784. 

7/its.  Jacob  Armiger  and  John  Houston. 

(Of  the  feiaily  of  Coneral  Sam 

Houston. ) 

Washington  County  wan  cut  from  Fincastle.  Fincastlo  D.B.  _A  1773-S9, 
no  Kir.cart  listed.  Therefore,  we  think  Samuel  Kincart  came  from 
i'ennsylvania  to  Vashington  County,  Virginia  ante  1782. 
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The  exact  year  Sampson  and  Aary  (Kincert)  Archor  cane  fron  Ken¬ 
tucky  to  Lina  Township,  ^dai.a  County,  Illinois,  is  not  kno wn.  All 
their  children  had  boon  born  prior  to  their  leaving  Kentucky,  and  it 
would  appear  Prom  the  records  available  all  their  children  accompanied 
then.  A  son  Franklin  la  tor  returned  to  Xer'tucky.  However,  the  oldost 
available  Atlas  oi‘  Ad  eras  County,  Illinois  states  this  Archer  ianily 
cans  to  Lina  Township  in  1850.  In  the  obituary  of  Harrison  Archer 
(son  of  Sampson),  written  by  his  son-in-law,  it  is  stated  he  cane  to 
Lina  with  his  parents  in  1836.  Thoreforo,  it  is  definitely  established 
Snaps  on  end  Idary  Ar  chor  came  to  Lien  between  the  years  1830  and  1836. 

\Vhat  promoted  theu  to  leave  Kontucky 
Very  likely  it  was  tho  pioneer  spirit  or  t 
branch  of  the  Archer  family.  Cr  perhaps  it  was  tho  urge 
ha.ee  in  what  anpsared  to  bo  a  better  land, 
tho  above  suppositions  it  is  the  opinion  < 
were  influenced  to  move  to  Lima,  or  its  vicinity,  by  sene  of  their 
Kentucky  neighbors  who  had  preceded  theu  to  this  point.  .Thile  Scape  on 
Archer  and  hi3  family  were  a  mens  tho  first  settlers  in  this  -locality, 
they  were  not  the  vory  first.  From  vital  statistics  and  probate 
records  in  the  Court  House  at  Carlisle,  Licnoies  County,  Kentucky,  will 
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be  found  the  names  of  many  pioneer 
paragraph  of  the  following  article  from  a  II  i  story  of  Adams  County, 
Illinois,  pub  11  shad  in  1879,  touching  on  Lina  Tow.  on  ip,  a  number  cf 
these  sane  name s  will  bo  noted.  I  give  below  a  number  of  those  nones 
fron  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky,  which  to  older  generations  will  read 
liko  a  roster  of  the  early  Lina  families: 


Lcopor 

D  oty 

Ncsbit 

Frazer 

Orr 

Kill 

Archer 

Clark 

Selby 

•  v  w  w 

Killaa 

'.7a  11  ace 

Stewart 

Acair 

Dazey 

Crawford 

Jacobs 

Kirkpatrick 

History  of  Adams  County,  Illinois 

1879 

Pago  535  -  Lina  Township. 


From  most  authentic  sources  of  information  the  first  settlement 
of  Liao  Township  is  fixed  in  tho  year  1633,  and  from  a  recent  publi¬ 
cation  -tne  following  interesting  sketch  is  obtained: 

’’Lima  is  a  beautiful  little  villago  of  three  hundred  in¬ 
habitants,  situated  eighteen  nilos  north  and  one  mile  east  of 
Quincy,  ona  mile  and  a  half  south  of  tho  Hancock  County  line. 

In  1033  Dr.  Joseph  Orr  built  tne  first  store  in  Lana,  and 
at  that  early  day  every  store  that  was  situated  at  scorn  distor.eo  from 
other  stores  had  to  bo  dignified  with  tho  title  of  a  town.  In  ob¬ 
taining  the  nano  for  this  town,  the  doctor,  who  was  of  a  poetical  turn 
of  iiir.d,  v:as  assisted  by  a  Peruvian  who  was  staying  with  him.  The 
Peruvian  declared  that  ho  had  travaleJ  through  many  countries  but  in 
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nono  had  ho  found  such  beautiful  wonon  as  thers  were  in  the  capital  of 
his  native  country  except  hero,  and  therefore,  he  colled  it  Lima* 

Thus  the  town  obtainod  its  nano  from  the  charms  of  tho  fair  sex  that 
inhabited  the  surrounding  country. 

TjO  miles  Treat  of  the  torn  is  L'.:>a  Lake,  a  beautiful  expanse  of 
about  seven  miles  in  length  by  four  ?n  breadth,  heat  of  this  lake 
and  also  north  end  couth  of  it,  there  lio  largo  tracts  of  land  which, 
are  annually  overflown,  but  still  produce  immense  quantities  of  erase 
suitable  for  g  razing  purposes.  Tae  la  he  itself,  and  sloughs,  form 
s one  of  thefinest  fishing  and  hunting  grounds  in  the  northwest.  In 
the  early  settlement  tho  poo jIu  frequently  mot  together  to  hunt  wild 
animals  that  infested  the  wiio^rness,  for  either  amusement  or  to  rid 
themsel ves  of  pests. 

Tao  first  house  built  in  this  town  was  erectod  by  mr.  Joseph 
Harness,  whose  descendants  and  himmelf  still  reoido  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood:  .  Ishmael  Dazy,  John  C.  ,;ood,  James  'cod,  Samnr.cn  Archer, 

James  lllis.  Villi am  Orr,  Robert  Conover,  Jonah  Conover,  Lewis  Sc ley, 
i.iilt on  Selby-who  taught  the  first  school  in  town-  James  Selby,  Thomas 
Killun  and  Dr.  Orr,  are  the  gentlemen  who  first  settled  this  town  ur.d 
township." 


History  of  Adams  County  Illinois 
by 

murry,  Williamson  and  ^neips . 

Chicago,  1879. 

Pare  500:  The  Quincy  Riflemen  wore  organized  in  18-13.  A  meeting 
was  held  June  26th.  on  account  of  a  recuest  from  Prig.  General  Denny 
to  assist  in  tho  search  of  tho  City  of  Hauvoo.  Tho  invitation  was 
declined,  but  on  the  28th.  of  Juno,  having  neard  of  the  kii~. 'g  of 
the  Smiths  and  the  supposed  peril  of  Governor  Ford,  the  company  pieced 
ihemsolvos  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Flood.  The  forco  was  called 
the  'uincy  Battalion,  and  they  embarked  for  Warsaw  on  the  Stanmcr 
Boreas;  there  were  seventy-seven  riflemen.  On  the  3rd.  cf  October, 

1845,  major  -Jarre  n  mustered  tuen  out  cf  service  at  Carthago.  In  less 
than  a  week  thoy  we  re  under  orders  again,  this  time  as  a  counted  com¬ 
pany  for  Warsaw,  and  under  the  general  commend  of  General  Warren 
seemed  to  bo  engaged  in  keeping  the  peace  and  preventing  lawlessness 
tnroughout  the  County  of  Hancock.  This  campaign  lasted  until  the  1st. 
of  :^ay,  1046,  and  the  Riflemen  had  hardly  reached  hema  ar.d  received 
their  v.’elcome  ere  they  no  re  invited  by  ...a  j  o  r  ,-arren  to  join  tho  brigade 
of  Colonel  Hardin  for  tho  mexican  Jar .  „;a  next  see  the  com say,  with 

its  old  officers  and  ninety-two  strong,  ready  to  depart  for  . xico. 

Thin  unit  was  mustered  into  the  United  States  Service  as  Com¬ 
pany  I,  First  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteers,  under  Colonel  John  J. 

Hardin.  They  left  on  lednosday,  June  14,  1846  on  the  Di  Vernon  for 
Alton.  The  company  marched  to  the  boat  where  thousands  were  assembled 
who  greeted  them  with  cheer  on  cheor,  bidding  them  goodbye  and  wish¬ 
ing  them  God-speed  in  the  defense  of  their  country  and  a  cafe  return. 


81 


They  wont  by  boat  to  how  Orleans,  and  to  Latagordo  Bay,  Terse;  marchod 
to  San.  Antonio,  Texas,  thence  to  konclova,  Mexico.  On  the  22r;d.  or 
February  General  Taylor  engaged  in  battle  with  Santa  Anna  at  a  pass 
seven  miles  south  of  Saltillo.  They  were  also  at  the  5  attic  of  Buena 
Vista,  where  Colonel  Eardin  was  killed  in  the  famous  char  no .  On  Thurs¬ 
day  Juno  17.  the  company  was  mastered  out,  paid  off  and  supplied  with 
fifteen  days  rations  and  took  the  Steamer  Del  Forte  on  the  Rio  Grande 
for  the  States  the  next  day. 


John 


Company 


Heading  the  list  of  m embers  of  this  Company  are  the  names 
Archer  and,  Sampson  mat  thews  Archer.  The  latter  served  in  the 
in  Illinois  but  did  not  go  to  „-.cxico.  John  Archer  curved  *ith 
the  Company  from  its  organization  in  1643  until  its  disbandment  in  1847. 
He,  therefore,  served  in  tho  fox  lean  ■■nr. 

(John  Archer  and  Sampson  La t thews  Archer  above  .mentioned  wore 
the  sons  of  Sampson  and  .-ary  iiincart  Archer.) 


'The  first  record  of  land  ownership  by  Sampson  Archer  in  .-.dams 
County,  Illinois  appears  on  who  books  in  the  C  ourt  Hcuss  in  Quir.cy, 
as  follows: 


No.  2843. 


September  27,  1642 


Conover  to  Archer. 


This  Indenture,  made  this  17th.  day  of  S  optember,  A.  D., 
by  and  between  Jonah  Conover,  and  Ke other  A.,  his  wife,  cf  the 
of  Adams,  and  State  of  Illinois,  of  the  first  part,  and  Sampccn 
of  tha  County  of  Adams  and  State  aforesaid,  of  the  second  part. 


1  o 
County 
,  Archer, 


v; 


TfrWV^gV; 

0  4  %  k  .  4V  k  ^  ,, 


That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for  and  in  ccuc-d  ration 
of  tha  sum  of  Four  Hundred  Dollars,  current  monoy  to  them  is.  ..and 
paid  by  the  said  party  of  the  secc.id  part,  before  the  ensealing  cr.u 
delivery  of  this  said  deed,  the  receipt  wheroof  is  hereby  aclmcwTedgec- . 
have  hereby  panted,  etc.  etc.,  and  by  these  presents  doth  grant, 
etc.-,  etc.  to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  their  heirs,  etc., 
etc.,  all  right,  title,  etc.  to  a  certain  tract  of  land,  or  lot  of 
ground,  situate,  lying  and  b„:.ng  in  the  County  of  Adams,  and  State 
of  Illinois,  and  known  ana  designated  as  follows,  to-wia: 

Tne  north  one-half  of  the  east  one-half  of  the  nor. n-- sett  quarter 
cf  Section  Ho.  12,  in  Township  Ho.  2,  Forth  of  the  3  ase  Line  of  Range 
Ho.  9,  \Vest  of  the  Fourth  Principal  meridian,  containing  forty  (40) 
acres  more  or  less,  to  have  and  to  hold,  etc.,  tho  above  described 
premises,  to  him  the  said  party  of  the  second  port,  and  his  heir,  etc., 
etc.,  forever,  etc.  etc. 

In.  testimony  whereof,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  have  here¬ 
unto  sst  their  hands  and  seals,  the  month  and  year  first  above  written. 


Witnesses  present:  Joseph  Crr . 


Jonah  Conover  ISealJ 
Hester  Conover  iSeal). 


State  of  Illinois) 

Adams  County  )  ss  Certified  to  by  Joseph  Orr,hT.P.  (Seal) 

of  u dams  County,  Illinois. 


According  to  the  Adores  bounty  records  this  so_e  plot  of  land  v/cs 
deeded  by  Sampson  Archer  to  his  son  Jama3  Preston  Archer  on  January 
27th..  1844.  The  transaction  was  witnessed  by  ?.  7/cae  and  J.  r. 
lie  Conn  ell,  and  v/as  acknov/lcdgod  by  J.  P.  7, "ado,  J .P. 

The  Hester  Conover,  who  with  her  husband  Jonah  Conover,  deeded 
this  plot  of  land  to  Sampson  Archer,  was  Hester  Herzen,  sister  of  -’-ary 
Ann  Honan,  wife  of  Harrison  Archer,  the  latter  being  a  son  of  Sampson 
Archer. 


SAmPLCN  MATT1I2  .VS  AP.CTIiiR. 


Sampson  ilstthcws  Archer  v/as  torn  in  Nicholas  County,  Aontucky  Julp 
25th.,  1825.  He  v/as  the  son  of  Sampson  and  l.ary  Kir.cart  Arcner. 

In  early  i.anhooi  ho  came  nest  end  settled  in  Quincy,  Illinois,  r here  in 
Septcuber,  1851,  he  married  miss  ilartha  Converse.  In  1851  ho  cama  to 
Keokuk  and  engaged  with  Newton  and  Stevens  as  foreman  in  their  pier 
factory.  He  v/as  among  the  first  of  our  citizens  to  enlist  in  the  arr.y 
for  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  his  commission  of  access  Lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Company  A.,  2nd.  Infantry,  bearing  date  of  ;.zy  27th.,  1861. 
This  position  he  resigned  after  a  short  time  and  he  returned  hems, 
where  he  recruited  a  company  and  on  ..Arch  29,  1862  ran  ccc_L.cs icn.ec 
by  Governor  Kirkwood  Captsin  of  Company  C.,  17th.  I  cwa.  Infantry.  On 
liay  17th.,  1865,  for  gallantry,  he  v/as  promoted  to  ...a; or  of  the  Hegi- 
isz t.  On  June  3rd.,  1853  he  v/as  pr emoted  to  Lieutenant  Colonel,  nr.d 
on  July  17th.,  1865  ho  v:ao  :mdo  Colonel  of  the  Regiment.  His  services 
in  the  field  at  Iuka,  Corinth,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  lliccioncry  Ridge 
and  other  battle  grounds,  fully  attested  his  loyalty  _nd  bravery. 

Twice  he  was  taken  priosnar,  first  at  Khssionary  Ridge  and  .gain  az 
Tilton,  Georgia.  At  the  latter  place,  v/hile  holding  the  for;  with  a 
small  force  against  great  odds,  when  a  demand  v/as  made  for  an  uncon¬ 
ditional  surrender,  he  replied  -  "1  ax.,  hero;  coma  and  take  -a  if  you 
can, ,f  which  was  done  only  after  eight  hours  gallant  resistance.  Cr. 
this  occasion  he  remained  a  prisoner  of  war  for  a  little  over  si;;  month 
The  sv/ord  which  he  than  surrendered  was  returned  to  him  in  1376.  He 
v/as  wounded  twice. 


Af 


■f'  o  — * 


the  v/ar  he  returned  to  his  home  and  was  appointed  local  a~er.t  for 


the  Keokuk  Northern  Line  Packet  Company,  in  which  capacity  ho  sarved 
until  his  death. 

Or.  February  4th.,  1866,  his  wife  idartha  died,  leaving  mwo  child- 
ran,  daughter  and  sen,  Lillian  end  Harry.  On  November  5th.,  1833  he 
v/as  again  married  to  hiss  Bettio  Tarr  at  Paris,  Kentucky. 

Colonel  Archer  died  at  his  residence  in  Keok.k,  Iowa  on  mor.cay, 
Larch  5th.,  1877,  his  second  wife  and  two  children  before  ;  entioned 
surviving  him. 

Colonel  .vreher  was  serving  a  term  in  the  City  Council  us  Alderman 
at  the  timo  of  his  death,  ho  was  a  man  of  great  soci  1  cu  lities, 
with  a  heert  full  of  kindness  and  generosity.  No  char. -alia  appeal 
v/as  ever  made  to  him  without  a  liberal  response,  and  he  v/as  not  one 
to  v/ait  to  be  appealed  to  if  an  objoct  of  charity  presented  itself  to 
his  attention.  In  personal  appearance  he  was  attractive  and  command¬ 
ing,  his  figure  erect,  his  height  six  foot  and  three  inches  and  weigh- 
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in"  two  hundred  pounds. 

In  compliance  with  his  request  his  rc.ssind  were  deposited  in  the 
vault  at  the  cemetery  until  the  following  Decoration  Day,  Lay  3  b,  1273, 
when  they  waro  to  bo  interred  with  military  honors.  T.her.  Decoration 
Day  came,  previous  to  tho  ceremonies  of  the  day,  the  Keokuk  Junction 


Guar. 


Captain  T.'illiaa:  Hanna  end  the  Keokuk  Votoran  Guards,  Captain 


D.  3.  Herein,  with  Vagner  *  s  Hand,  repaired  to  the  vault  and  proceeded 
to  bury  the  re»nlns  with  military  honors.  Those  acting  as  pall  bear¬ 
ers  were  Sti.ruel  Pollock,’  billiaia  Timberman,  P.  Cuaninrham,  Gaos  Hardin, 
.w  J.  Hardin,  J.  C.  Fowler,  G.  T.  Fuller  and  R.  V.'.  i.cG  uiro.  Rov. 

3  area  el  Pickard  of  Charleston,  Iowa,  pronounced  an  eloquent  eulogy  at 
the  grave. 

(The  above  from  Volume  VII  of  C.  F.  Davis'  ”1160101}:,  Biographical 
end  Historical.) 


COPY 

:7AR  DHBARTLDNT 


THD  ADJUTANT  GSKZRAL'S  CFFIC3 
WASHINGTON 


November  11,  1937. 


Respectfully  returned  to 


hr.  C.  C.  Calif f, 
1375  Lincoln  Street, 
Denver,  Colorado. 


The  records  on  file  in  this  office  show/  that  3  ampson  m.  Archer  ~.:as 
mustered  in  may  27,  1861,  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  for  throe  ycara,  as  a  2nd. 
Lieutenant,,  Company  A,  2nd.  Regiment,  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  honorably 
discharge!  October  8,  1861,  a  2nd.  Lioutcnsnt,  by  reason  of  acceptance 
of  his  resignation.  Ho  was  -again  mustered  in  Larch  25,  1862,  at  Keokuk- 
Icon,  for  three  years,  as  a  Captain,  Company  C,  17th,  Regiment  Iowa 
Infantry;  appointed  major.  Field  and  Staff,  17th.  Regiment  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  to  date  January  23,  1S65;  appointed  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Field 
and  Staff,  17th,  Regiuent  Iowa  Infantry  to  date  June  3,  1863,  and  was 
mustered  out  and  honorably  discharged  July  25,  1865,  a  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel,  at  Louisville,  Kentucky.  Age  at  time  of  muster-out  40  years. 


(Signed)  £.  T,  Conley, 
ijajor  General, 

The  Adjutant  General, 
By  D.E.C. 


I 


I 
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From  files  of  Iowa  war  Records: 

17th.  Iowa  Infantry. 

Under  General  U.  S.  Grant. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Sampson  Matthews  Archer: 

Saw  service  for  four  years  os  follows: 


Siege  of  Corinth. 
Rattle  of  Iuka. 

Yazoo  Poss  Expedition. 
Vicksburg  Campaign. 
Battle  of  jQckson. 
Champions  Hill. 

Battle  of  Chattanooga. 
Fort  Sill. 

Missionary  Ridge. 


Vital  Statistics  at  Keokuk,  Iowa  state  that  C  olonel 
Sampson  Matthews  Archer  died  of  Tuberculosis,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two, 
and  it  is  thought  his  early  demise  wa3  caused  by  his  incarceration  in 
prison  camps  during  the  Civil  VJar. 


"It  is  indeed  a  desirable  thing  to  be  .well 
descended,  but  the  glory  belongs  to  our  ancestors." 

Plutarch. 


\ 


CHAPTER  FIVE 


KA.iRlSON  ARCHER  OF  ILLINOIS. 


Page  86  -  a  poem  on  Illinois. 


A  TRIHJTE  TO  OUR  PIONEER  MOTHERS 


87. 


Thus  for  in  our  genealogy,  aside  from  Elizabeth  Archor  Renick,  who 
is  recorded  as  a  heroine  on  the  pages  of  colonial  history,  little  ref¬ 
erence  has  boon  made  or  credit  given  to  our  maternal  ancestors  for  the 
courageous  roles  thoy  played  in  the  development  and  founding  of  our 
great  republic.  The  writor  feels  keenly  his  lack  of  ability  to  pay 
fitting  tribute  to  them,  anc  apologizes  in  advance  of  his  effort. 

Hs  only  hopes  that  the  dof ic  _v.-r.cy  of  ideas  end  weaknoss  in  phraseology 
v/ill  bo  compensated  for  to  some  extent  by  the  sincerity  which  motivates 
his  endeavor  and  the  earnest  desiro  to  eulogize  our  mothers  and  grand¬ 
mothers,  who  have  been  mentioned  only  in  a  general  way  in  previous 
chapters. 

The  crossing  of  a  stormy  ocean,  the  reclamation  of  the  soil  from 
nature,  the  fighting  with  savage  men  are  more  generalities  wherein  3ono 
vague  idea  may  be  gained  of  true  pioneor  life.  But  it  is  only  by 
following  woman  in  hor  wanderings,  and  standing  beside  hor  in  the  for¬ 
est  or  in  the  cabin,  snd  by  marking  in  dotail  the  thousand  trials  end 
perils  which  surround  her  in  such  a  position  that  we  can  obtain  the  true 
picture  of  the  heroine  in  so  many  unmentionod  battles.- 

Tne  part  that  woman  has  taken  in  so  many  ways  and  under  so  many 
conditions  in  securing  the  ultimate  results  repress::'1  ei  by  cur  pres¬ 
ent  status  as  a  nation,  is  given  too  small  a  piece  in  the  general  es¬ 
timate  of  those  v/ho  pen  the  record  cf  civilization  on  the  horth  African, 
continent.  YTailo  man  stands  as  a  front  figure  in  the  temple  of  fame, 
and  celebrates  his  07m  deeds  with  pen  and  voice,  she  takes  her  place  in 
the  background,  content  so  long  os  her  father,  husband  or  son  is  con¬ 
spicuous  in  the  glory  to  which  she  has  largely  contributed. 

Give  thought  to  woman  as  a  pioneer  standing  beside  her  rougher, 
stronger  companion  in  tho  movement  which  carried  the  A  nglc  Saxcr.  race 
across  the  American  continent  in  the  penetration  of  the  wilderness 
westward  from  the  sea.  Fighting  their  way  through  dense  forests,  build¬ 
ing  cabins,  block  houses  and  churches  in  the  clearings  which  they  made; 
warred  against  by  cruel  savages;  woman  was  ever  present  to  care,  to 
comfort,  to  work.  The  unnels  of  American  history  teem  with  her  deeds 
of  love  and  heroism.  She  loaded  the  flint-lock  in  the  block  house 
7/hile  it  was  surrounded  by  yelling  savages,  she  exposes  herself  to  the 
scalping  knife  to  save  her  babe,  and  sometimes  she  ranged  herself  in 
battle  beside  her  husband  or  brother  and  fought  with  t;__  steadiness  end 
bravery  of  a  veteran.  But  her  heroism  never  shone  so  cright_y  as  in 
undergoing  danger  in  defense  of  her  children. 

In  order  to  appreciate  tho  actual  valuo  of  woman  os  c  cc  .ponent 
port  of  that  mighty  impulse  which  set  in  motion  and  impolled  anc 
pionoors  of  our  country,  we  must  remember  that  she  is  really  tho  co¬ 
hesive  power  which  cements  society  together;  that  in  times  cf  sore 
trial  woman's  native  traits  of  character  are  intensified;  that  she  has 
greater  tact,  quicker  perceptions,  more  enduring  pationce  and  greater 
capacity  for  suffering  than  man;  that  motherly,  wifely  and  sisterly 
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lovo  are  strongest  when  trials,  labors  and  dangers  impend. 

Our  wholo  history,  from  tho  earliest  times  to  the  present,  is  full 
of  instances  of  women’s  noblo  achievement*  E«st,  vest,  north,  south, 
wherever  we  wander  we  tread  tho  soil  which  has  been  so  wearily  trodden 
by  her  foot  as  a  pioneer,  moistened  by  her  tears  as  a  captive,  or  by 
her  blood  as  c  martyr  in  the  cause  of  civilization  or.  this  western 
continent.  Without  her  fortitude,  ncr  tact,  her  presence  of  mind  in 
trying  hours,  nevor  would  ha\e  been  accomplished  the  grand  achieve¬ 
ment  of  tho  founding  of  our  great  republic.  lu  tho  era  of  colonial 
life;  in  tho  cruel  wars  with  tho  Indians;  in  the  struggle  of  the 
Revolution;  in  the  western  march  with  tho  army  of  exploration  and 
settlement  she  must  bo  cllowed  her  full  share  of  honor;  and  in  grati¬ 
tude  wo  should  recognize  the  indispensable  part  she  playod  in  tho 
building  of  a  new  empire  upon  what  was  once  a  dark  and  distant  border¬ 
land. 


89. 


ILLINOIS .  1 


Illinois  was  formed  out  of  o  pert  of  tho  Northwestern  Territory, 
which  733  ceded  to  the  United  Statos  by  tho  Stato  of  Virginia.  Ari  Act 
for  dividing  tho  Indion  Territory  was  pnssod  by  Congrocs  end  approved 
February  3,  1809.  An  Act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  form 
u  constitution  end  State  Government,  and  author i zing  one  ropresontotivo 
in  Congress  was  passed  end  approved  A^ril  18,  1818.  By  the  some  Act 
n  pert  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  wo s  ettnehod  to  the  Territory  of 
Michigan.  Thu  people,  having  on  the  26th.  of  August  of  the  so mo  year 
formed  a  constitution,  e  joint  resolution  wa3  passed  by  Congress  and 
approved  December  3,  1818,  admitting  the  State  into  the  Union,  and  on 
tho  2nd.  wf  March  follovdng  on  Act  was  approved  to  provide  for  tho  due 
execution  of  tho  laws  of  the  United  States  within  tho  State  of  Illinois. 


ADAMS  COUNTY,  ILLINOIS. 


YTuen  John  'flood,  stood  upon  tho  site  of  Quincy  in  February  1819  and 
resolved  that  ho  would  plant  civilization  on  that  spot,  there  wes  no 
marl-:  of  the  white  men' a  prcsonco  in  the  unbroken  wilderness  of  what 
is  now  Adams  County.  The  woodman’ a  despoiling  nxo  had  levolod  no  tree 
of  the  primitive  forest,  nor  had  the  then  rude  implements  of  tho  hus¬ 
bandman  disturbed  a  v;isp  of  tho  prairio  virgin  sward.  Tno  herds  of 
slock  doer  leisurely  cropped  the  tender  herbage  of  zhe  thicket  or  lay 
lazily  ruminating  in  the  shaded  glen  without  knowledge  or  ferr  of  the 
huntsman;  wolves  galloped  in  gangs  about  the  prairies  in  search  of 
victims  on  v/hich  to  glut  their  greed  for  blood  regardless  of  tho  near 
coming  of  their  most  deadly  foe;  while  the  v/ild  Indicn  indolently 
floated  about  in  his  bark  ennoa,  fishing  or  wandering  over  his  "happy 
hunting  ground"  in  search  of  gams,  with  no  thought  of  bein'*  dispossessed 
of  his  domain  by  the  encroachments  of  the  palo  face.  Iu  the  year  1S22 
John  Uccd  returned  and  planted  tho  nucleus  of  the  new  order  of  things 
by  erecting  the  first  cabin  in  December  of  that  year.  Willard  Xuyes 
built  the  second  one  on  the  si  to  of  Quincy,  whilo  Justice  I.  Perigo 
and  D-niol  Lisle  settled  in  other  parts  of  the  county  about  tho  sa.-e 
tins.  Thus  bogan  white  man’s  history  in  Adams  County,  now  one  of  the 
most  populous  end  wealthy  in  the  groat  "North  West.” 


History  of  Adams  County,  Illinois 
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HAAAlGCK  ARCHER . 


Harrison  Archer,  born  September  22,  1815,  in -Nicholas  County, 
Kentucky,  was  the  con  of  Sampson  Archor  III  and  Mary  Kincart,  hie  wife. 
Between  the  years  1630  and  1836  ho  care  with  his  parents,  and  brothers 
and  sisters,  to  Limn,  Illinois.  On  January  29,  1841,  H..rrison  Archer 
married  I«!ury  Ann  Homan,  who  was  bom  in  Clomont  County,  Ohio,  August 
11,  1825.  Ho  was  a  wagon  maker  by  occupation,  and  reports  are  yot 
heard  to  this  day  about  the  lasting  qualities  of  his  handiwork,  his 
customers  frequently  coming  long  distances  to  cecuro  his  promise  cf 
wagon  construction.  Ho  combined  with  thio  occupation  that  of  under¬ 
taker,  which  covored  a  period  of  time  when  the  coffins  were  marked  by 
extreme  plainness  in  the  beginning,  to  the  embellishment  of  crepe  to 
soften  the  harshness  of  the  bare  wood,  to  the  addition  cf  decorative 
hardware,  linings  of  satin  and  other  adornments  of  the  present  day. 

His  old  account  book,  now  in  the  hands  of  one  of  his  grandsons,  contains 
many  references  to  early  day  events  of  sadness  associated  with  his  very 
necessary  occupation. 

Harrison  Archer  was  a  man  naturally  mild  end  pleasant  in  his  dis¬ 
position,  never  assuming  or  haughty.  Like  most  of  the  Archers  of  this 
branch  of  the  family,  he  was  tall  in  stature.  Ho  had  the  resolution 
to  he  an  honest  and  upright  man,  to  fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments. 
Tills  was  the  character  of  tho  imin  treated  in  this  subject. 

Mary  Ann  Homan,  bom  August  11,  1825,  died  June  9,  1870,  wife  of 
Ho r risen  Archer,  was  of  English  descant.  Tne  earliest  authentic  in¬ 
formation  relative  to  her  a no os try  indicates  positively  she  was  the 
daughter  cf  J^hn  and  Hester  Ncwborry  Homan,  who  were  married  at  Jersey 
City,  New  Jersey,  about  1810  to  1815.  Tuis  information  came  from  ono 
of  her  daughters  through  a  grand-dr.u^tor,  and  from  an  old  Bible  of  the 
Cor.over  family.  From  tho  Bible  mentioned  it  is  stated  tho  Homans  wore 
cf  "puro  English  extraction,  were  Puritcns  end  belonged  to  the  Original 
Tr.irtcon  Colonies."  Tuere  wore  many  Homans  in  N„-w  Jursoy  at  this  time 
and  military  records  list  many  of  them  who  saw  Rc volutionary  service. 
John  and  Hester  Newberry  Human  came  from  New  Jursey,  by  way  cf  Cincin¬ 
nati,  Ohio*  thence  to  the  adjoining  county  of  C  lermont,  Ohio,  where 
Mery  Ann  Homan,  wife  of  Harrison  Archer,  was  born.  Hester,  or  Esther 
Homan,  daughter  of  John  and  Hester  Homan,  and  sister  of  I,!ery  Ann  Homan, 
married  Jonah  Conover  and  moved  to  Lima,  Illinois.  Mary  Ann  Honor,  later 
came  from  Clermont  County,  Onio  and  lived  at  the  home  of  her  sister 
Hester  Conover,  and  it  was  whilo  living  at  the  Conover  home  she  and 


Harrison  Archer  were  married  January  29,  1841. 

As  above  stated,  Hwiuan  is  an  English  name.  Originclly  it  was 
Kolyma a,  then  Holman  and  finally  shortened  to  Henan.  They  ere  of  re¬ 
cord  in  tho  Domesday  Book  in  England  in  10ts8,  when  tho  great  survey 
was  made  for  Y/illiom  the  Conqueror.  In  the  Genealogical  Register  of 
the  First  Families  of  Now  England,  who  came  before  May,  1692,  is 
listed  the  name  of  John  Herman,  Snlem,  Massachusetts,  1«68.  >h  is  the 
first  Honan  of  record  in  our  country,  and  among  his  descendants  ere 
listed  five  generations  of  doctors  and  surgeons  in  New  England  history. 
Dr.  John  Homan  being  a  famous  Hr,--  ' onnry  surgeon.  TThilo  it  has  not 

seen  established,  it  is  likely  In.  „  Homan  Archor  w«i3  doscer.ded 
from  this  Homan  family.  Genealogists  cloim  all  the  Homans  in  this 
country  of  English  descent  are  descendants  of  John  Hmnan,  the  emigrant. 


i 

i 
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Nowborry  is  also  an  old  English  nemo-  I  ^uoto  from  tho  lineage 
‘book  of  tho  organization  "Patriots  and  Plunders,"  giving  information 
relntivo  to  the  first  Newberry  in  our  country: 

"Thoms s  Newberry,  from  England,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Dorchester,  Massachusetts  and  roceivod  a  grant  of  lend  there  in 
March ,  1G34.  Ho  was  a  Froeman  and  Selectman  in  Dorchester  and  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  new  settlement  at  Windsor,  Connecticut,  but  his 
death  occurred  before  his  romoval  there.  Tnirty  years  Is  ter  hi3  hoiro 
were  allowed  two  hundrod  acres  "in  the  west  lend  of  Windsor." 

7,railo  thero  is  no  proof  of  any  relationship  between  the  above  r.nd 
Hester  Newberry,  wife  of  John  Homan,  it  would  not  to  unlikely.  Also 
I  give  tho  ebovo  for  tho  purpose  of  proving  tho  English  ancestry  of  the 
family  of  Newberry.  Tnere  wero  many  prominent  members  cf  this  family 
in  early  New  England  history.Tne  Not/berrys  in  this  country  descended 
from  Tnomcs  Newborry,  according  to  ell  leading  genealogists. 

Children  of  Hsrrison  and  Mary  Homan  Archer: 

John  Albert  Archer,  born  April  27,  1842.  77ounded  Ms y  18,  1854  at 
the  Battle  of  Yellow  Bayou,  Louisiana,  and  died  May  20,  16.54  at  Rod 
River  Landing,  Louisiana.  (See  following  pages  re  military  service.) 


Sarah  August i no  Archer,  born  February  5,  1644;  married  James  77. 
Duncan  February  18,  1864;  died  '-lurch  17,  1877.  2uried  at  Mount  Moriah 
Cemotory,  near  Canton,  Missouri. 

James  Franklin,  born  in  1845  and  died  in  1846. 

Konry  Harrison,  born  in  1847  end  died  in  1843. 

Er.wch,  born  April  14,  1849;  died,  unmarried,  August  29,  1872, 
in  Denver,  Colorado. 


Marietta,  born  Do c ember  11,  1851;  married  Cnaries  Carter  December 
23,  1377;  died  May  16,  1910 .  Buried  in  the  family  cemetery  on  tho 
old  Carter  Farm,  on  tho  county  line,  between  Lima  and  Tioga,  Illinois. 


Ila  Isabella,  born  February  20,  1855;  married  Mardonious  Fawbush 
January  3,  1872;  diod  March  20,  1938  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  tho  last  of 
her  generation. 


Martha  Adelaida,  born 
April  13,  1577;  died  July 


January  8,  1859;  married  John  Albert  Calif f 
23,  1921,  at  Carthage,  Illinois. 


Kerry,  born  April  20,  1862; 
LLuG,  Illinois. 


died  (unmarried)  March  13,  1934,  at 


This  data  taken  from  Harrison  Archer’s  biblo, 
of  Gladstone  Cr.liff,  of  Quincy,  Illinois. 


now  in  possession 


Copy  of  article  taken  from  the  Woroaw 
Bullotin,  March  27,  1896. 


Death  of  Harrison  Archer,  of  Li«*». 


Died  at  his  residence  in  Ll*-n,  Illinois,  Vfodnocdoy,  March  18, 
1896,  after  a  short  but  painful  illness,  Harrison  Archc-r,  aged  80 
years,  5  uonth3  end  25  days.  Funeral  services  ct  the  M.  E.  Church, 
by  Rev.  Richards,  of  Canton,  Missouri. 

The  deceased  was  born  Soptouber  22,  1815,  in  Carlisle,  Uicuvlcs 
County,  Kentucky.  He  c»u e  with  his  paronts  to  L lMr*  in  1356,  and  in 
18dl  was  unitol  in  uarriage  to  Miss  Mary  A  nn  Hour-n.  Ir.  1856  he  re¬ 
lieved  wi th  his  foully  to  Warsaw,  where  he  resided  until  one  death  of 
his  -ifo  in  1870,  when  he  returned  to  Li_.;a,  end  his  declining  years 
wore  spent  nuid  the  scenes  of  his  early  uenhood.  Ko  was  the  i other* 
of  nine  children,  four  of  whou  survive,  viz:  Ettio,  wife  of  C horijs 
Carter,  of  Walker  Township;  Ida,  wife  of  Don  Fawbush,  of  Wichita, 
Kansas;  Mattie,  v/ifo  of  John  A.  Ccliff,  of  Carthago.  Illinois,  i  r.d 
Harry  Archer,  of  Liua. 

Mo*.  Archer  was  a  man  of  strong  character,  firu  in  his  religious 
and  political  beliefs  and  always  ready  to  lift  a  hand  and  voice  in 
defense  of  the  ri$it.  Throughout  the  whole  of  his  long  life  ho  en¬ 
joyed  the  confidence  and  estoon  of  all  who  know  liiu,  and  ct  its  close 
ho  uet  the  King  of  Terrors  without  foar  and  passed  to  his  final  rest 
”Liko  one  who  wraps  the  drapery  of  his  couch  around  hiu  end  lies  down 
to  pleasent  dreaus.” 


’•Honor  the  spirits  of  thy  ancestors  and  act 
as  though  thoy  were  the  ovor  present  witnesses  of  thy 
actions.” 


Confucius. 
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JOHN  ALBERT  ARCHER. 


Copy. 


TZAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Washington,  D.  C.#  May  4,  1937. 


Respectfully  returned  to 


C.  C.  Calif f, 

2.375  Lincoln  Street, 

Denver,  Colorado, 

Tho  records  on  fi‘  in  thi3  office  shew  that  John  A. 

Archer  wes  enrolled  August  2o,  1S62,  in  Lima*  Illinois,  for  a  pe-ic.3 
of  three  years;  was  mustered  into  the  service  as  o  private,  Comp:  ny 
G,  119th.  Regiment,  Illinois  Infantry,  October  7,  1662,  at  Quincy, 
Illinois,  end  died  May  20,  1664  at  Red  River  Landing,  Louisiana, 
from  the  effects  of  gunshot  wound  received  in  tho  Battle  of  Yellow 
Bayou,  Louisiana,  May  18,  1864. 

At  the  date  of  death  he  held  the  rank  of  Sergeant;  place 
of  birth  is  shor/n  ns  Adams  County,  Illinois;  a ge  nt  enlistment  w~s 
21  years;  place  of  burial  is  not  shown. 

Signed  —  E.  T.  Conley, 

Major  General, 

The  Adjutant  General, 

By  GVA. 


(Tho  above  is  John  Albert  Archor,  son  of  Harrison  and  Mary  Homan 
Archer. ) 
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119th «  Illinois  Infantry. 


Co  .  G  • 

Organized  at  Quincy,  Illinois  in  September*  1862,  by  Colonel 
Thomas  J.  Kinney,  and  was  nustorod  in  .October  10th*  by  Lieutenant 
K.  Knox,  U.  S.  Array. 

Moved  November  2  to  Columbus,  Kentucky  and  thcnco  to  Jackson, 
Tennessee.  On  Do comber  3ra.  moved  Post  of  Kenton.  Or.  February 
6th.,  1863  moved  to  Humboldt.  On  March  10th.  moved  to  Kentyn  Station. 

On  May  30th.  moved  to  Memphis  and  was  assigned  to  4th.  Erircdc,  Colonel 
D.  Moore  commanding;  5th.  Div.  Erigado,  General  J.  C.  Vouch  com -end¬ 
ing;  16th.  Corps,  Major  Genorcl  S.  A.  Hurlbut  c Demanding. 

On  27th.  January,  1864  the  regiment  moved  to  Vicksburg  Mississippi. 
■Jos  engaged  in  the  Meridian  Campaign  under  Ger.er'  1  Shomrn,  returning  to 
Vicksburg  March  4th.  On  10th.  enbarkod  on  Red  River  Expedition.  En¬ 
gaged  in  the  Battle  of  Fort  Do  Hussey;  engaged  at  Pleasant  Hill,  Louis¬ 
iana,  May  9th.;  at  Bayou  la  Moore;  ct  Yellow  Bayou  May  18th.  * **•••**"** 


Adjutant  Genoral’s  Roport  of  Illinois. 
Vol.  VII  -  1861  -  1866. 


History  of  the  Civil  77ar  in  America 

*>y 

The  Comte  do  Paris. 


Ycl ..  IV,  Pages  572-573. 


4-V,  ^4- 
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"The  enemy,  in  fact,  became  more  and  more  enterprising  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  belief  that  tho  Fcdcrals  were  on  the  point  ~f  getting 
sway.  On  Id=y  17th.,  1864,  Wharton,  starting  in  pursuit  of  shore,  had 
made  a  spirited  attack  upon  their  rearguard,  near  Bayou  de  Glaise,  and 
one  of  his  regiments  following  close,  captured  some  wagons  from,  it 
evening  in  tho  very  neighborhood  of  Yellow  Bo  you.  The  next  day, 

18th.,  Taylor,  who  had  come  up  with  Polignec’s  infantry,  .  .s  resclved 
make  o  last  effort  to  give  the  Fedcrals  troublo  teforo  they  had  cresse 
the  Atchafclaya.  Towerd  evening  he  cade  a  vigorous  attack  uocn  A.  J. 
Smith  in  the  position  which  the  latter  had  takon  on  Yell"..  Bayou.  A 
dosp:rate  combat  was  soon  bogun.  *********#  Tuo  g-S3  cl-  Fcderals 
was  250  non.  Colonel  Lync..  commanding  tho  brigade,  a  vary  brave  officer, 
was  seriously  wounded  in  this  action. 

On  tho  19th.  of  May  the  army  began  to  cross  Bailey’s  Bridne,  and 
on  the  20th.  Smith  in  his  turn  crossed.  The  transports  then  started 
and  reached  Morganzia  on  tho  Mississippi,  where  all  of  Banks’  forces 
were  mustered  for  the  last  time.” 


♦»  'U 
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In  this  engagement  on  Mtiy  18th.  John  Archer  vt£.s  mortally  mounded, 
and  on  May  20th.,  when  the  troops  woro  "mustered  for  the  lest  time," 
uo  died  and  was  buried  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  in  an  unmarked 
gravo . 


Taken  from  a  paper  dated  Juno  7,  1864, 
presumably  the  "Now  Era"  of  Warsaw,  Illinois. 

DEATH  OF  SARGEANT  ALBERT  ARCHER: 

V7e  are  pained  to  learn  of  the  death  of  Sergeant  Albert  Archer,  of 
Co.  G,  119th.  Illinois  Vol.  (son  of  our  fellow-t own snnn  H: rriaon  Archer) , 
who  t.'Cs  mortally  wounded  in  the  late  retreat  of  our  army  from  Alexandria. 
He  lived  but  two  day3  aftor  receiving,  his  wound  and  was  buried  r.eor  the 
mouth  of  Red  River.  Albert  woo  en  anir.blo  end  promising  young  mar., 
highly  esteemed  by  ell  who  knew  him  and  his  death  is  a  severe  blow'  to 
his  parents,  who  in  their  deep  affliction,  have  the  heart-felt  sympathy 
cf  nil  our  people. 

\ 

Since  writing  the  sbovo  we  have  been  handed  the  following  letter 
from  Cspt.  P.  C.  Smith,  of  Albert’s  Company: 

Vicksburg,  May  23,  1864. 


Harrison  Archer,  Esq. 

Dear  Sir: 

It  is  with  a  heavy  heart  that  I  address  you  at  this  time,  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  to  you  and  your  fenily  the  mournful  intelligence 
of  the  death  of  your  son  John  A.  Archer,  who  died  at  Rod  River  Landing 
on  the  2Cth.  of  May,  from  wounds  received  at  the  B'.ttle  or?  3c.you  cu 
Glaze  on  the  18th.  He  was  shot  in  a  charge  on  the  rebel.-  “kilo  per¬ 
forming  his  whole  duty,  bravely  and  fearlessly,  notwithstanding  the 
balls  were  flying  around  us  thicker  than  hail.  The  ball  entered  his 
back,  passing  nil  the  v/oy  through  him,  causing  great  suffering.  As 
soon  as  I  saw  he  was  wounded  I  sent  Isaac  Snipe  to  take  him.  to  the 
rear,  which  was  done,  but  shot  through  and  through  as  he  was,  no  human 
skill  could  save  him.  I  only  got  tc  see  him  once  after  he  was  wounded 
end  that  was  on  the  hospital  boat  ot  the  Atchafalaya  River.  Ho  was  then 
suffering  extreme  pain  but  told  mo  he  had  hopes  of  getting  well  again 
and  requested  me  to  write  to  you  that  he  was  badly  wounded.  \’!a  crossed 
and  rmrehed  to  Red  River  Landing  on  the  Mississippi,  while  they  went 
around  ty  water,  and  when  v;e  got  thore  we  found  that  Albert  was  no  more, 
having  died  soon  after  I  saw  him  last.  Tno  hospital  authorities  had 
buried  him  without  a  coffin  or  anything  of  the  kind,  so  I  uad  our  boys 
dir  him  up  end  give  him  a  decent  burial.  Soise  of  the  boys  dug  a  grave 
while  others  wont  to  a  plantation  and  procured  plank  from  v;hich  they 
made  a  very  good  coffin,  end  wo  buriod  him  in  a  Christ ien-like  mennor 
on  a  very  nico,  grassy  knoll. 
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Our  Comnr.ny  foels  very  gloomy  over  his  lose,  end  that  of  Charles 
Stone  who  was  killed  at  the  same  tine.  Frank  Effort,  of  cur  Cwupany, 
was  woundod  at  the  same  time  in  the  leg.  The  regiment  lost  44  in  killed 
end  wounded,  amongst  th cm  Copt.  l!ay  of  Company  I.  V/e  wore  nearly 
surrounded  part  of  the  time  and  the  heaviest  loss  was  caused  hy  a  fire 
from  the  loft  flank  end  rear,-  this  was  the  7/ay  Albort  and  Stone  foil. 

Respectfully  yours, 

(Signed)  P»  C.Swith. 


In  a  letter  from.  Contain  Smith  to  his  wife  he  says:  '"Iho  ^osth 
of  Albert  Archer  and  Charles  Stone  is  a  severe-  blow  to  *ur  Company 
and  7/e  all  feel  very  sad  over  it.  They  .were  tr-th  beloved  and  re  enacted 
by  their  comrades  and  their  less  is  felt  to  be  a  severe  calamity." 


John  Archer  was  the  first  bora  of  Harrison  and  I.'ory  An n 
Kis  passing  in  the  prime  of  young  manhood  was  &  shock  to  his 
from  which  she  never  recovered.  The  writer’s  mother  stated 
tho  moment  of  her  being  advised  of  his  mortal  w  >und  in  actio; 
the  day  of  her  death  she  grieved  ever  the  loss  of  her  son  Jo. 
life  ended  at  an  early  age  and  there  is  nc  doubt  but  who t  th 
of  her  son  John’s  death  contributed  to  this  ocrly  event. 


j.rcr. 


c  tra 


dy 


It  is  an  instinctive  desire  of  mankind  to  be  buried  beside  their 
kindred.  Sven  in  death  we  wish  for  companionship.  Amid  the  perpetual 
summer  of  magnolias,  whom  the  soothing  shadows  of  beneficent  twili-ht 
lean  tie  this  land  of  winding  bayous  and  ever  verdant  countryside,  may 
the  full  throated  voices  of  southern  nocking  birds  lift  thair  soft  and 
plaintive  melody  in  requiem  to  the  soul  of  John  Albert  Archer,  whose 
ashes  fill  a  lonely  and  unnark od  crave. 


"To  live  in  hearts  wo  leave  behind  is  not  to  die 

•  N 


?» 
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In  Conclusion. 


Thus  the  writer  brings  to  an  end  the  history  of  the-  Archer  Fr-.tJ.ly, 
cc-vorinr:  s  period  of  approximately  one  thousand  years,  fcerjnr.in;:  in 
N*  rmcndy,  in  Northern  Franco,  with  Fulbcrt  lo  Archere,  and  his  son 
Robert  lo  Archere  follov/er  of  Villi nu  tho  Conqueror.  Cvor  tho  centuries 
it  has  boon,  without  exception,  n  nano  of  rood  repute.  It  is  with  rc- 
(tret  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  with  tho  death  of  Harry  Archer, 
r.t  LiLa,  Illinois,  March  13,  lS3d7  cur  branch  ~f  tho  Archer  family  car.e 
to  an  ond.  Hoover,  thoro  yot  ronnin  Archers  in  our  country  who  clan. 
doscont  from  Sampson  Archer,  tho  emigrant,  who  will  undoubtedly  unhold 
with  honor  the  nor.;©  of  tho  family  of  Archer.  Such  is  tho  sincere  hope 
and  bolicf  of  the  writer. 


’’Inquire,  I  r-ray  thee,  of  the  foruor  cp,e,  and  prepare 
thyself  to  tho  search  of  their  fathers:  for  we  cro  but  of 
yesterday,  and  know  nothing,  bocauso  our  days  upon  earth 
are  but  a  shadow.” 


Job  8:8. 
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MILITARY  RECORD  OF  SAMPSON  ARCHER 
THE  EMIGRANT 

AND  SOME  OF  HIS  DESCENDANTS. 


SAMPSON  ARCHER, 


JOHN 


EPSON 


JOSHUA 


ELIZABETH 


jo: 


OHN 


T 


the  emigrant :  Private,  Colonial  Militia  -  1742. 
Lieutenant,  '?ronch  and  Indian  War  -  1756. 

Monber  Crecrorier  Militia  in  The  Revolutien-1781. 
Fr on  1742  to  1731  -  period  of  39  years,  during 
which,  at  frequent  intervals,  he  is  recordun 
as  serving  in  military  capacities. 

(Son):-  Signed  petition  to  rebuild  F  ort  Ran¬ 
dolph  during  The  R  evolution*  Deputy  Sheriff 
end  Justice  during  the  Revolution. 

(Son):  Private,  Vir-'inia  Regulars  during  The 
Revolution.  Captain,  Pennsylvania  County 
Militia  during  the  Revolution. 

(Swn):  Lieutenant,  in  Pennsylvania  during  the 
Revolution.  Spy  in  Indian  Tars  following  the 
Revolution.  Killed  by  the  I  radians. 

(Daughter):  Border  Hero ino.  Carried  into  cap¬ 
tivity  by  the  Shawnee  Indians,  Two  of  her 
sons  fought  in  the  Revolution.  Both  were 
Captains. 

(Grandson)  :  Served  with  General  Trillion  Henry 
Harrison  in  Indian  Wars  "On  the  Wabash."  Prob¬ 
ably  killed  during  this  campaign. 

(Great  grandson) :  Served  under  Colonel  Herein 
in  the  Mexican  War. 


SAMPSON  MATTHEWS  (Groat  grandson):  Mustered  cut  of  The  War  of 

Tne  Rebellion  as  Lieutenant  Colonel.  Served 
four  years. 

JOHN  (Great,  great  grandson):  Served  two  years  in 

The  War  of  Tne  Rebellion.  Was  Sergeant,  :.aen 
killed  at  the  Battle  of  Yellow  Bayou,  Lo-isiana. 


Throughout  thoir  lives  in  the  early  days  in  Virginia,  West  Vir¬ 
ginia  end  Kentucky  the  Archers  contested  members  of  the1 2 * 4  She wnee 
-Indians  for  their  right  to  maintain  thoir  hones  end  futuro.  (1)  The 
Shawncos,  the  most  considerable  of  the  Algonquin  tribes,  had  their  par¬ 
ticular  villages  ecst  of  the  Alleghenies  near  the  present  toT/n.  of 
Winchester,  but  their  possessions  extonded  Treat  to  the  Mississippi 
River,  Foote  asserts  that  the  Shawnees  owned  the  whole  Volloy  of  Vir¬ 
ginia  but  had  abandoned  it.  Of  all  the  I  ndien  tribes  with  whom  cur 
ancestors  cane  in  contact  the  Shawnees  werG  the  roost  bloody  and  ter¬ 
rible,  holding  ell  other  Indians  as  well  as  whites,  in  conteim  a  as 
warriors  in  comparison  with  then.se i/es.  'Wiis  made  then  more  restless 
and  fier-re  than  any  other  savages  and  they  boasted  that  they  had  killed 
ton  tie.es  as  reany  whito  people  as  any  other  Indians. 

General  William  Thompson,  brother-in-law,  end  Joshua  Archer,  son 
of  Scnoson  Archer,  the  emigrant,  came  down  the  Ohio  River  in  flat  beats 
in  1772  and  wore  anon,?  the  surveying  party  comprising  tho  first  white 
men  to  view  Upper  and  Lower  Blue  Lick  Springs,  Kentucky.  In  the  party 
were  John  Finley,  Junes  Perry  and  Jcnes  K  anilton.  On  their  return  to 
Pittsburgh  they  drew  lots  end  tho  U,,per  Blue  Licks  foil  to  Finley. 

Tnis  expedition  was  preliminary  to  and  the  cause  of  other  Archers  of 
our  lino  to  settle  in  this  part  of  Kentucky. 

Some  authorities  translate  tho  name  Kentucky  in  I n  dien  to  mean 
"Berk  and  Bloody  Ground.**  7/hethcr  this  bo  the  correct  translation, 
history  records  the  fact  that  on  account-  of  its  hills  and  valleys 
teeming  with  frame ,  it  was  literally,  a  "battle  ground"  between  the 
various  Indian  tribes  and  the  settlors,  ovor  which  were  fought  seme  of 
the  most  memorable  battles  of  early  American  history.  (2)  It  was  at 
Blue  Lick  Springs,  within  o  few  miles  of  whore  tho  Ar  choro  lived  in 
Kentucky,  that  the  bloody  Battle  of  Blue  L  i cks  was  fought  with  the 
Indians  which  shrouded  Kentucky  in  mourning;  and  next  to  Braddock’s 
defeat  has  become  famous  in  the  annals  of  savage  warfare,  (o)  Tne 
whites  wore  led  by  Colonels  T-dd,  Boone  and  Trigg,  whilo  the  savages 

commanded  by  tho  notorious  Girty,  the  whito  renegade.  A  mere  cen- 
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plate  defeat  of  tho  whites  never  occurred  on  K  c  ntucky  soil,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  entire  state  was  for  years  one  vast  battle  ground,  A  few 
days  after  the  battle,  General  Logan,  who  was  advancing  with  a  strong 
detatchiiiont  to  assist  in  the  pursuit,  arrived  upon  the  fatal  and  dis¬ 
astrous  field,  where  the  sickening  spectacle  of  bodies  rotting  in  tho 
sun  mot  his  view,  but  the  enemy  were  gone;  nothing  remained  to  him  but 
to  bury  the  dead. 

(d)  The  American  Revolution  was  fallowed  by  an  extensive  emigration 
from  Virginia,  Maryland  and  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky,  which  made  its 
say  either  by  the  Ohio  River  from  Fort  Pitt,  or-  the  far  greater  number- 
cy  the  Cumberland  Gap  and  the  "Uilderncss  Read,**  as  marked  by  Daniel 
Boone  in  1775.  At  least  ninety-five  percent  of  the  populati  -n,  ex¬ 
cluding  negro  slaves,  were  of  pure  L  ' ish,  Scotch  or  Scotch-Irish 
descent . 


(1)  History  of  nuousta  County,  Virginia,  by  J.  Lewis  Peyton. 

(2)  Historical  Sketchos  of  Xo  ntucky,  by  Lewis  Collins. 

(5)  History  of  Nicholes  County,  Kentucky,  by  Perrin. 

(4)  Encyclopaedia  Brittannica. 
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Tao  legendary  "'Terriers'  Path"  crossed  Nicholas  County,  Kentucky. 

It  was  also  knov/n  as  tho  ’’Great  Indian  7/a.r  Pa-h."  T..o  white  pioneers 
knew  it  as  the  "'farriers ’  Path."  Te  the  Indians  it  :;as  Athieniowoo, 
which  i,.ecns  the  same  thine:  -  "Poth  of  tho  Armed  Oiits."  Quoting  from 
historical  records,  it  had  its  beginning  on  tho  shore  of  Lake  Erio  at 
Sandusky  Bay;  it  struck  almost  straight  southward  through  the  ccntor 
of  Ohio;  it  passed  through  or  very  closo  to  the  spot  where  Columbus  new 
stands,  and  thcnco  it  led  dovm  the  Scioto  Vclley  throurh  Circleville, 
Chillicothe  (where  Elizabeth  Archer  Ronick  and  her  five  children  wore 
held  captive  by  tho  Shawnces  for  six  years)  and  Portsmouth,  to  strike 
tho  Ohio  River  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto.  The  main  trunk  line  of  the 
"'farriers'  P-th"  still  bore  southward  across  tho  "dark  end  bloody 
ground"  of  Kon tucky,  passing  close  by  Carlisle,  Winchester  and  then  by 
Manchester,  heading  straight  for  the  gruct  mountain  portcl  at  Cumberland 
Gap.  Along  this  "VMrriors’  Path"  moved  shadowy,  fantastic  companies 
stripped  and  painted  for  v;ar.  Led  by  sums-  veteran  of  many  ambushes  whey 
passed  silently  as  panthers,  their  faces  and  upper  bccies  streaked  and 
circled  with  block  and  red  hematite  point,  eagle  feathers  tossing  in 
thoir  stiffened  scalp  locks.  (1)  Saould  my  countrymen  be  charged  with 
barbarism  in  the  prosecution  of  Indian  warfare,  let  him  who  harbors  this 
unfavorable  impression  concerning  then  portray  in  general  the  horrid 
scenes  of  slaughter  which  frequently  met  their  view  in  the  course  of  the 
Indian  Y/ars.  L~t  him,  if  he  can  bear  the  reflection,  lock  at  helpless 
infancy,  virgin  beauty  and  hoary  age,  dishonored  by  the  ghastly  wounds 
of  the  tomahawk  end  scalping  knife  of  the  savage.  Let  him  near  the 
shrieks  of  the  victims  of  tho  Indian  torture  by  fire,  and  m_oll  the  sur¬ 
rounding  air  rendered  sickening  by  the  effluvia  of  their  burning  flesh 
and  blood.  Let  him  hear  the  yells  and  view  the  hellish  features  of  the 
surrounding  circle  of  savage  warriors,  rioting  in  all  the  luxuriance  of 
vengeance,  while  applying  the  firming  torchon  to  the  perched  limbs  cf 
the  sufferers.  In  all  fairness,  howovor,  at  this  juncture  let  it  be 
stated  that  history  recorcrds  the  fact  that  the  Indians  east  cf  the 
Mississippi  wero  not  in  the  habit  of  violating  their  female  captives. 

It  was  other;7ise  with  tho  western  Indians. 

Pontiac  used  the  "Warriors'  Path"  when  he  welded  til  the  red  nations 
from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gulf  into  a  warlike  federation.  Tscunseh  used  it 
when,  a  century  too  late,  he  roused  the  tribes  from  Canada  to  Florida 
for  e  last  stand  against  the  white  tide.  T  hrough  the  populous  heart 
cf  America  ran.  end  still  runs  tho  "7/arriors ’  Path."  Probably  no  other 
highway  on  the  continent  has  seen  more  drama. 


(1)  A  History  of  the  Valley  of  Virginia,  by  Samuel  Kercheval. 
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1510  77elnut  Street, 

Puiladelphia,  P«. 

May  7,  19L7. 


Miss  Jnne  B.  Tilton, 

Carlisle,  Kentucky. 

Dear  Miss  Tilton: 

Tue  General  77illieia  Tn^upscn  uho  v.-as  associated  with 
General  Sven  Shelby  and  other  Kentucky  pioneers,  and  oho  :esdo  the 
Kentucky  surveys,  was  General  Uillinn  T  heaps  on  oi  C  arlisle,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  soldier  of  the  French  and  Indian  ‘.7a r  and  the  Colonel  of 
Tnomnson’s  Riflemen,  the  first  troops  from  eny  of  the  Calories  south 
of  No -.7  England  to  join  General  Y/a  shine:  ton’s  ar:ey  before  Baste-  in  th 
summer  of  1775.  Tois  regiment  boccno  the  first  re^itjont  of  the  Con¬ 
tinental  Line  and  General  Thompson  held  the  first  Colonels  co.r_h.ssio 
issued  by  the  United  Statos,  General  Taoupson  was  my  preat,  ^reat 
Grandfather  and  I  have  the  £onealo£y  of  the  family. 

Very  truly  yours, 


(Signed)  Eanund  Hayes  Boll 


COLONIAL  AND  REVOLUTIONARY  FAMILIES  OF 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Editor 

\ 

John  77.  Jordon,  L.L.D., 

Historical  Society  of  ?  er.nsyl  vanin, 

Ez»  General  Registrar  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  and  Registrar  of  Pennsylvania 
Society. 


Vol.  II  -  Page  945. 

"Florence  Jones  (Mrs.  Robert  T.  Re  ineman),  vice  r<.  ..t  of  Pitt 

burgh  Cuapter,  Pennsylvania  Society,  Daughters  of  the  A.-ir.can  Rovolu 
tion,  is  a  great  grond-dnughter  of  the  patriot  officer  Lieutenant 
Joshua  and  Jone  (Hunter)  Archer,  Lieutenant  Archer  was  a  son.  of  Sump 
son  and  Robecca  (Tnompson)  Archor.  His  mother  v:as  a  sister  of  Carers 
William.  Tnompson.  Sampson  Archer  can  to  Augusta  Cuunty,  Virginia  in 
1757.  In  the  year  1758  he  we s  in  actual  service  against  the  French 
r.nd  Indians  as  Lieutenant  in  the  militia  of  that  county.  Ho  was  elec 
ed  to  the  vestry  of  Augusta  Parish.  Staunton,  Virginia,  November  23, 
1756,  and  in  the  minutes  of  a  vostry  mooting  of  Augusta  Parish  for 
May  20,  1761,  occurs  the  following  entry:  "S  r.mpscn  Ari-'rt r,  Gur.tlema 
being  about  to  remove  out  of  this  colony,  has  resigned  hiu  seat  in 
this  vostry."  At  the  time  he  was  one  of  the  wardens. 

Lieutenant  Joshua  Archer,  son  of  S  umpson  and  Rebecca  xTn i.mpscn) 
Archer,  was  born  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia  during  the  year  1745. 
During  his  early  life  he  accompanied  his  uncle  G  uneral  William  Thomp 
son  on  his  surveying  expeditions,  and  they  were  the  first  white  mar. 
to  visit  any  part  of  what  is  now  Fleming  County,  Kentucky,  in  1775. 
Tney  also  discovered  the  Upper  Salt  Licks  of  Kentucky  (Nicholas  Count 
He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  Wbr  under  Colonel  Arthur  St.  Cluir  in 
1776  as  sargeant  in  Captain  William  Butler’ s  company.  In  1777  he  was 
Lieutenant  of  a  company  of  riflemen  commanded  by  G.  pt  m  John  Nelson. 
H~  subsequently  acted  as  scout  and  spy  under  G  i.ncrol  C-:  nge  Rogers 
Clark  end  served  until  the  close  of  tho  Revolution.  He  s  killed  by 
the  Indians  near  Louisville.  Kentucky  in  1800.  Ganoral  C  urge  Rogers 
Cl^r'4  delivered  the  funeral  oration  at  his  burial.  YJ  hi  A  in  service 
at  3--  "lisle,  Pennsylvania  Lieutenant  r  enur  — et  and  mar.  d  Jane, 
daughter  of  Captain  Joseph  and  Mary  (F  nr^uson)  Hunter,  c^th  natives 
of  mtrim,  Ireland,  v/ho  settled  in  C  uiaberlend  County,  Pennsylvania 
ear.y  in  the  18th.  century.  Captain  J  oseph  Hunter  served  in  1779 
with  General  George  Rogers  Clark,  helping  to  establish  Fort  Jefferson 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  River." 


' 
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Calendar  of  Virginia  Steto  Papers 
April  1 ,  1781  to 

Dec.  31,  1781. 


Vol.  II. 


September  19 : 
Greenbrier  County: 


To  His  Ibccellency,  the  Govornor  and  tho  Hon 'able  Council  of 
Virginia : 

Tne  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Greenbrier, 
Humbly  Sheweth,- 

Thnt  during  the  time  c  Garrison  was  maintained  at  Fora  Randolph, 
your  Petitioners,  emboldened  by  the  Protection  thereof,  had  taken  up 
and  settled  themsolves  on  sundry  Plantations  on  the  Great  Hahamha 
above  tho  said  Station;  which  on  the  wit'ndrov/ing  of  tho  troops  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Fort  Randolph,  aforesaid,  they  were,  through  fear  of  the 
Indians,  obliged  to  abandon  and  leave  Desolate,  to  the  great  loss  and 
detriment  of  your  petitioners,  and  to  tho  no  less  Prejudice  of  the 
Inhabit ons  of  this  County  in  general,  as  they  thereby  lost  a  Barrier, 
which  in  a  great  measure  covorod  their  frontiers;  under  those  Dif¬ 
ficulties  and  Hardships  have  we  Lain  for  theso  three  yeers  post,  hop¬ 
ing  that  a  Peace  might  come  by  which  we  would  be  permitted  to  return 
to  our  Habitations  with  sefety;  but  the  much  desired  Blessing  net 
having  arrived  8c  worn  out  with  the  Hardships  we  sustain,  your  Peti¬ 
tioners  Humbly  beg  leave  to  inform  your  S  xcellency  and  the  Hon'able 
Council  that  they  are  determined  to  return  to  their  aforesaid  Hesita¬ 
tions,  and  propose,  in  the  first  place,  to  erect  a  Station  on  the 
mouth  of  the  Elk  River  for  the  protection  of  themselves  cr.d  families, 
and  only  recuost  of  Government  that  c  Lieutenant  and  50  men  o;  the 
Militia  of  Greenbrier  County  may  be  stationed  there  for  our  assist¬ 
ance.  The  benefits  which  v.’oulc  accruo  to  this  County  in  having  this 
Station  there  are  so  obvious  that  they  need  net  bo  mentioned, —  the 
finding  provisions  for  them  will  occasion  such  difficulties  as  form¬ 
erly,  as  tho  Tax  Grain  annually  paid  by  the  Inhabitants  here  may  be 
applied  to  their  support*  As  some  of  the  Hon’ablo  Council  are  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  tho  situation  of  the  place  we  propose  to  erect 
a  Station,  Sc  the  advantages  which  would  result  to  this  County  there¬ 
from,  we  purposely  omit  mentioning  them  &  only  Pray  your  Excellency 
end  the  Hun ’able  Council  to  take  our  Petition  into  your  consideration, 
and  no.  as  in  Duty  Bound,  Shall  Ever  Pray. 


John  Archer, 
Sampson  Archer 
(and  others). 
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General  George  Was hir.gtcn's  opinion  of  Gr  cenbrier  pioneers  was 
historically  expressed  v:hcn  he  hes.rd  that  Mrs .  William  Leris  had  sent 
her  remaining  three  sons  of  seventeen,  fifteen  and  thirteen  years  to 
join  his  Continental  Aray  with  the  parting:  "Go,  my  children.  I  spnro 
not  my  youngest;  my  fair-haired  boy-  the  comfort  of  my  declining 
years  I"  Moved  by  this  sacrifice  and  his  intimate  knoulodge  of  the 
mountain  patriots,  he  exclaimed: 


"Leave  me  but  a  banner  to  plant  u. on  the  mountains  of 
Augusta,  and  I  will  rally  round  me  the  men  who  will  lift  cur 
bleeding  country  from  the  dust  and  sot  hor  free." 

(From  Hughes*  "George  Washington, '*  -  Vol.  II,  p.  552.) 


THE  FOLLOWING  IS  A  COPY  OF  A  CERTIFIED  COPY 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  JOHN  ARCHER  SR’S  V7ILL. 

V7ILL  BOOK  6,  PAGE  164.  CLERK’S  OFFICE  OF  AUGUSTA  -CO.  VIRGINIA. 


77111  was  r_r.de  Kny  20,  1780.  States  chat  he  is  greatly  Sunk  by  Bodily 
Infirmities  but  of  perfect  mind.  and  memory . 


Item  1:  All  debts  end  funeral  expenses  to  be  paid. 

Item  2:  Beloved  wife  Rebecca  to  have  three  hundred  pounds  yearly 
for  her  support. 

.n  3:  My  brother  Sampson  Archer  to  have  three  hur.drrc  pounds 
to  be  paid  by  my  Executors. 

loom  4:  Beloved  sister,  Elizabeth  Stuart  to  have  a  negro,  sieve. 

Item  5:  Lillian  Blair  s  dnu.htcr,  Rebecca  to  have  two  h\ dred 

pounds  when  she  comes  of  age’. 

'tea  6:  John  Blair,  son  of  William  Blair,  to  have  oight  hundred 
pounds. 

item  7:  Mary  Ross,  wife  of  Robert  Ros3,  a  legacy. 

Item  8:  Residue  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  poor,  whether 
friend  or  stranger. 

John  Poage  and  Robert  Armstrong. 

Date  of  Probate:  May  15,  1781. 

County  cf  Greenbrier,  State  of 
\7est  V  irginia. 

I,  Blanche  Humphreys,  do  hereby  acknowledge  the  above  to  bo  true  and 
correct  extracts. 

(Signed)  Blanche  Humphreys. 


Executors : 


County  of  Gr  eenbrier  end  State  cf 
West  Virginia. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  in  my  said  County,  this  17th. 
osy  of  may,  1938. 

(Signed)  7/arren  Gambill, 

Notary  Public. 

My  commission  expires  June  5,  1941. 


A  COPY 


3ill  of  Sale. 

Deed  Book  I,  P-ge  75.  CLERK’S  OFFICE  OF  GREENBRIER  CO.,  77.  VA. 

EnoW  all  Men,  by  these  Presents,  that  I  ,  Sampson  Arc.. or,  of  the 
County  of  Green  Brier  b  State  of  Virginia,  for  end  in  Cons'...  ration  of 
the  Suit\  cf  twenty-six  pounds,  ten  Shillings,  to  me  in  hand  pud  by 
Robert  ..rmstrong  of  the  Courn  ;.nd  State  aforsd.  the  Receipt  Thereof, 

I  acknowledge  and  confess,  hrM&  bnrgainod,  sold,  aliened  and  delivered, 
end  by  these  Presents  do  bargain,  sell,  alien  and  deliver  ur.tus  the  said 
Robert  Armstrong,  the  following  Articles,  Viz:  Tu  irty  B^sr  „s  of 
Indian  Corn,  eight  77omon*3  G*ovns  of  d ;  fEer on t  Kinds,  two  Silk  Clo$kes, 
ono  Cotton  Coverlid,  one  Toa  Kettle.  t^y  Right,  Title  and  Interest 
in  and  to  a  Bond  assigned  to  mo  by  ....  .  d'^^anson,  payable  to  77m. 
Richey,  and  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  L_i th  of  Staunton,  Augusta 
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County,  likewise  all  my  Right  Title  &.  Interest  to,  any  Pay,  V.oges  or 
other  Emoluments  whatsoever  which  ore  or  hereof  tor  may  be  duo  to  ir.e 
for  my  Services  on  the  Expedition  which  went  from  H  er.ee  to  Kentucky 
in  the  year  1781.  /.Iso  one  Feather  B^d,  one  blue  Rugg,  one  blue  and 
yellow  Coverlid,  three  Blankets,  three  coarse  Sheets,  one  Pillow,  or.e 
coarse  Linnen  Bad  Tick  end  one  Cwunterpair  of  a  reddish  Colour  end  the 
Right  unto  the  said  bargained  Articles,  unto  the  said  Robert  Armstrong, 
his  Heirs  or  Assigns,  do  by  those  Presents  forever  warrant  end  defond. 
Sealed  with  my  Sral  and  dated  this  20th.  November,  1783. 


J 


Teste 

77-.  H.  Cavendish. 
John  Archer. 

7/ia.  Ar buckle. 


I,  Blanche  Humphreys, 
correct  and  true  copy. 


Sampson  Archer  (Seal) . 


County  of  Greenbrier  sr.i  State  of 
West  Virginia. 

do  hereby  acknowledge  the  above  to  be  a 
(Signed)  Blanche  Humphreys. 


County  of  Greenbrier  end  State  of 
77ost  Virginia. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  in  my  said  county,  this  17th.  : 
of  May,  1958. 

(Signed)  Warren  Gambill,  Notary  Pub 
My  Commission  expires  June  5,  1941. 


ay 

lie 


A  COPY. 


•771 LL  BOOK  7,  PAGE  461. 
Division  of  Estate. 


CLERK’S  OFFICE  OF  AUGUSTA  CO.  VIRGINIA 


Tihereos  by  the  L^st  77111  and  T  es tarns nt  of  J^hn  Archer  deceased, 
John  Pooge  and  myself  were  appointed  executors  cf  his  said  -.rill  v.hich 
did  amongst  other  things  after  giving  divers  Legacies  directs  thaw  The 
Residue  cf  his  Estate  should  be  sold  by  his  Executors  and  the  Balance 
arising  from  the  S^le  after  the  payment  cf  his  Legacies  and  the  Set¬ 
tlement  of  Expenses  to  be  applied  towards  the  support  cf  the  poor 
whether  friends  or  Strangers  as  to  them  or  either  of  them,  my  Executors 
shall  seem  just  or  reasonable  at  any  time  they  shall  think  fit. 

Now  to  comply  with  the  Trust  reposed  in  me  I  ao  hereby  moke  the 
following  appointment  of  whatever  may  be  left  of  the  said  J~hn  Archer’* 
Estate  after  the  payment  of  the  debts  and  Legacies  on  a  1  r  Just  and 
Eouitable  settlement,  to-wit.  One  half  of  the  Surpluss  to  iVnn  Archer, 
Nephew  of  John  Archer  deceased,  his  heirs  end  assigns  end  :h  other 
half  to  be  divided  between  Sampson  Archer  Senior  and  Sampson  Archer 
Junior  Children  as  soon  as  the*  debts  and  legacies  can  be  adjusted  or 
ascertained.  I  «ia  induced  to  do  this  beccuse  besidos  being  relations 
of  the  said  Jvhn  Archer  deceased,  I  consider  them  ******  come 
properly  under  the  denomination  as  any  persons  whatsoever. 


August  18,  1786. 


Robert  Armstrong. 
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Know  nil  non  by  those  preconts  that  I,  John  Pnoge,  one  of  the  Ex¬ 
ecutors  of  the  last  77ill  and  testament  of  John  Archer  deceased,  do 
acknowledge  end  agree  that  the  said  estate  be  applied  as  within  dis- 
posod  of  and  further  premise  that  the  pert  of  tho  Estate  which  was  by 
the  within  appointment  duo  to  John  Archer  Junior  to  bo  no?;  paid  to 
Richard  Mathews  by  virtue  of  an  assignment  from  said  Archer  to  said 
Me  thews  which  I  hove  received. 

John  Posse. 

March  13,  1787. 


County  of  Greonbrier,  State  of  7/.  Vc. 

I,  31ancho  Humphreys  do  hereby  acknowledge  the  above  to  be  truo 
and  correct. 


(Signed)  Blanche  Humphreys. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  in  my  said  County,  this"  17th. 
cay  of  May  1938. 

(Signed)  Ucoren  Gnmbill,  Notary  Puvolic. 
My  Cc-ioission  expires  June  5,  1941. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  GREENBRIER  COURT  GREER  BOOKS. 

Joan  Archer  came  into  Court  and  resigned  tho  Clerkship,  whereupon 
John  Stuart  was  unanimously  elected. 

Sampson  Archer  is  on  tho  Grand  Jury. 

Order  Book  A.  Page  1,  Nov.  23,  1780. 


Jdr  a  Court  continued  and  held  November  23,  1780,  for  laying  the 
county  lovy. 

The  County  of  Greenbrier  to  Sundry  persons. 

To  John  Archer  (not  allowed  in  May)  1207  pounds  of  tobacco. 

To  John  Archer,  former  Clerk,  for  paper  110  pounds  of  tobacco. 

Order  Book  A,  Page  3,  Nov,  23,  1780. 


J'un  Archer  is  appointed  Deputy  Surveyor  under  Alexander  TTolch. 

Order  Book  A,  September  Court  1784. 
County  of  Greenbrier  and  State  of  71. Vc. 

I,  Blanche  Humphreys  do  heroby  acknowledge  the  cbovo  to  be  correct 
extracts. 


(Signed)  Blanche  Humphreys. 
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County  of  Greenbrier  and  State  of  West 
Virginia. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  before  me  in  this  ray  said  county  the  17th. 
of  2&« y,  1938. 

(Signed)  Warren  Gambill,  Notary  Public. 

I 

My  Compassion  expires  June  5,  1941. 


HISTORICAL  GLEANINGS  AMONG  THE  VIRGIN  L\S 
By  Crsn  F.  Morton. 

?.  10?-  Nest  Virginia. 

Justices,  Greenbrier  176C-1300,  the  year  is  that  of  1st.  mention. 

John  Archer  1785. 

Ibid  p.  117-  Jan.  23,  1782- 

Soisuel  Price,  John  Archer,  Robert  Tn^mpson,  are  commissioners  of 
the  land  tax. 

I  certify  that  the  above  items  ore  true  copies  of  the  same  found 
in  the  booh  named  above. 

(Signed)  Joan  Agnew. 

Suorn  and  subscribed  before  me  a  Notary  Public  in  and  for  the 
City  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  this  sixth  day  of  June,  ninoteen  bar  area 
and  thirty-eight . 

(Signed)  Estelle  Bass,  N.P. 

My  Commission  expires  October  15,  1940. 


Referring  to  Chapter  One  - 

Tno  Archers  in  Europe. 

Relative  to  the  article  by  J.  H.  Lawrence-Archer,  Captain,  treating 
on  the  origin  of  the  Archer  Family  in  Ireland,  I  give  below  reference 
in  the  Congressional  Library  at  Washington,  D.C.,  enabling  anyone  to 
have  access  to  the  original: 

"D.A.  R. 83-900.  Royal  Hist,  and  A  rch.  A  sso.  of  Ireland, 

Journal  of  Kilkenny  and  south-east  of  Ireland. 

New  series  Vol.  VI,  1867.  Pages  220  through  230. 

Genealogical  Section." 

Tue  original  shows  a  number  of  Archer  S  eals  together  with 
various  Cos os -of -Arms  of  Archer  Families  in  the  City  of  Kilkenny.  Also 
pedigrees  of  the  family  from  1286  to  approximately  1750. 
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COPY  0?  A  C!T. TIFIZD  COPY. 

(Record  found  in  r.'ill  Book  "3",  «age  77,  Nicholas  County  Court,  Ky . ) 

John  Anchor’s  Y/ill. 


In  the  noma  of  God,  Anon :  I,  John  Archer,  of  the  County  of  Nicho¬ 
las,  and  State  of  Kentucky,  being  in  e  lev;  state  of  health  and  being 
weak  in  body,  but  of  sound  memory  (blessed  be  God  for  his  Mercy  to  :r.o) 
and  calling  to  mind  the  Mortality  of  body,  well  knowing  that  it  is  ap¬ 
pointed  for  all  men  to  die;  I  do  this  seventeenth  day  of  October,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  Thousand,  eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  tree in 
this  to  be  ny  last  will  and  testament,  th;  t  is  to  cay,  first  and  prin¬ 
cipally,  I  give  end  recommend  ny  soul  to  G~d  who  gave  it,  end  icy  body 
to  the  dust  to  be  buried  in  a  decent  and  Christian  manner,  nothing 
doubting,  but  at  the  general  rcscrrectic:.,  I  shall  receive  the  sene 
again  by  the  power  of  Almighty  Ck,d. 

And  as  toughing  such  worldly  estate  as  I  an  Possessed  of,  I  will 
inn  dispose  of  in  the  following  manner. 

First  it  is  my  will  that  all  icy  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses 
be  paid  out  of  the  money  in  Mr.  Alexander  Blair’s  hon_s  and  if  that 
should  not  be  enough,  the  rconey  coning  to  icy  son,  John  Archer,  deceased, 
due  him  for  services  done  on  the  "abash,  shall  be  taken  te  discharge  the: 

Ssc-or.dly,  I  will  end  bequeath  that  ny  holered  wife,  Elizaeath,  shod 
h  no  th:  -Ouse  and  kitchen  she  now  lives  in,  with  the  half  of  cho  clear 
bond  be  . raging  to  the  plantation,  during  her  life  for  her  support. 

nis,  e  negro  boy  to  work  for  her  nnd  her  daughter,  Bsttey;  also  the 
'.aba  horse  to  be  at  her  disposal  as  she  nay  think  fit,  and  the  two  co 7/s, 
leery  and  VJhito  Cwt.-  and  calf;  and  Band  cloa thing  and  bed  steed,  the 
cupeoard  at  her  disposal  end  one  large  kettle  and  one  bake  oven,  three 
chairs,  one  pair  of  tongs- and  shovel  with  all  the  spinning  wheels  and 
a  reol  and  ell  the  sheep,  one  pot  rack  and  John  Neil  to  be  with  her 
till  free. 

Thirdly ,  I  do  will  to  ny  daughter,  ?.  obeccah  Hi.riiton,  One  Dollar. 

Fourthly,  I  will  to  ny  daughter,  M-ry  Moore,  One  Dollar. 

And  Fifthly,  I  will  to  ny  daughter,  N  on cy  V/augh,  Or.e  Dollar. 

And  Sixthly,  I  will  to  ny  daughter,  Darky  Paxton,.  One  Dollar. 

And  Seventhly,  I  will  to  ny  daughter,  Ester  Moors,  One  Dollar. 

And  Eighthly,  I  will  to  ny  son  Saiapson  Archer,  the  Co t e  Mure,  the 
Ton  horse  and  Jody;  also  the  half  of  514  acres  of  lend  coneing  from 
Mays  heirs  to  be  given  to  Franklin  Archer  by  his  father,  Sanpccn  Archer, 
if  it  is  got;  also,  all  the  farming  utensils  belonging  to  the  place  or 
belonging  to  no ;  likewise  to  get  the  debt  that  Swinnoy  owes  nc,  onc- 
third  of  the  sene  to  be  given  to  ny  daughter,  Elizabeth  Archer,  also  I 
rill  tc  tae  said  daughter,  Lewis,  to  work  for  hor  after  her  noth:r’s 
death  to  tee  age  of  twenty-five  years,  157  acres  of  land,  if  obtained 
from  Hay:  hoirs  by  Sampson,  ct  her  disposal;  one  fallen  leaX  be  ale, 
three  u.  a  toads,  three  pots,  one  bake  oven,  all  the  cupboard  furniture, 
cue  iarre  bottle,  one  looking  glass,  one  cow,  called  Flower  and  calf, 
f.vo  chairs,  also  it  is  ny  will  that  Archer  Jucky  Potts,  son  c:  :..y 
daughter  Sally,  deceased,  got  ny  brown  filiey;  it  is  also  ny  .Till  that 
is,  that  what  money  there  will  be  left  shall  be  in  three  ecual  parts, 
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for  my  beloved  wife,  Sampson  end  Bettecy.  And  I  do  ordain  end  ap¬ 
point  Samuel  Waugh  and  Robert  Paxton,  executors  of  this  my  last 
will  end  testament  for  the  intents  and  purposes  in  this  my  lest  will 
contained,  end  take  care  and  see  the  seme  performed  to  my  tree  intent 
end  moaning. 

In  Witness  whereof,  I,  the  said  Jonn  Archer,  have  to  this  my  lest 
will  and  testament  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  dey  end  date  within 
written.  Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  said  John  Archer  for  his 
last  will  and  testament. 

Present  et  signing  and  sealing  thereof 

David  Byers  John  Archer  (Soel). 

James  Kudelson 
looses  Hair. 

Nicholas  County —  Sct-MAY  TERM,  1820. 

ATruo  Copy,  ATTEST: 

(Signed)  Jno.  F.  Sugg,  Clerk, 

Nicholas  County  Court,  Kentucky. 


Whether  et  No  i  she  pur  or  Babylon, 

Whether  the  Cup  with  sweet  or  bitter  run, 

The  Wine  of  Life  keeps  cosing  drop" by  drop, 
The  Leave?  of  Life  keep  felling,  one  by  one. 

Tne  Worldly  Hope  men  set  ft tetr  Hearts  upon 
Turns  Ashes  -  or  it  prospers;  and  enen, 

Like  snow  upon  the  Desert’s  dusty  Faco, 
Lighting  e  little  hour  or  two  -  is  gone. 


Otaar  Kkayysm. 
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